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IE Hs follwing Treatiſe [The Tryall of a 
| FS>\Qll Chriſtians Growth? was formerly printed 
2 FR | 

a Nah during the time of my abſence out of my n4- 
2 E iN tive Country : and by reaſon thereof had 
=== many imperfedtions and incongruities both 
in ſtyle and matter ; which, now being agaime ( through 
the good hand of God npon me) returned, 1 have endea- 
wvoured to amend. So as partly through ſome alteration in 
' the method and frame of it, partly by cutting off ſome re- 
dundancies, T have reduced it to ſome better ſhape, and 

neerer proportion to its fellowes. 

The y wo and way of handling this ſubjeft [Growth] 
is uot Doctrinall ſo mnch, zor yet Hortatory, as either 
perſwading to, or diſcourſing of a Chriſtians growth in 
general, (concerning which much hath been already writ- 
ten by others\ But the more proper aime of this ts to reſolve 
A Caſe of Conſcience, (le as theſe two other preceding 
Trattates of mine bave done) namely this, How to diſcern 
ourgrowth, avd to anſwer more uſuall temptations about 
it : CAnd ſo theſe three Treatiſes being of like ſort and 
kinde, and properly belonging to that part ef Theologic 
which we call Caſe Divinity ; 1 have therefore in this new 
Edition of the whole ordered to put them together, (which 
z5 all the alteration Thave mage) although in their firſt 
and ſingle publiſhing ſome other came between, | 

If in the performance this falls ſhort of many more— 

A 2 raiſed 
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To the Reader. 


raiſed experiments of Growth which are found in ſuch as 
the Apoſtle John calls Fathers , elderly Chriſtians, who 
with Enoch have walked long withG0d , yet I have hoped 
that you that are young men ( as he alſo ſtyles the middle 
ſort of Chriſtians) that you may finde many things belp- 
fall to your right underſtanding aud judging of your 
growth, and which may free you from many miſtakes in 
miſ-jndging thereof, and jo conſequently of many tentations 
about it, which that Age of Beleevers are more peculiarly 
incident unto. T dare not ſay, I write theſe things to you 
Fathers, 1 never preſumed it in my thoughts, 1 my ſelfe 
wrote and preached it when Iwas but young in years, and 
for the time far younger in grace and experience, And 1 
> Cor. 10. 14. dare not (if the great Apoſtle would not) ſtretch my ſelfe 
beyond that meaſure which God hath diſtributed. to 
me. Ameaſure, which, vet, may reach you that are_— 
young men though more eminent grown Chriſtians axe gone 
far bryond the line of it. | 
The God of grace and peace grant us and all bu childrea 
ſpirits endeavouring to ſpeak the truth in love ( in theſe 
drviding times) that we may grow up into him in all 
things, who is the Head, even Chriſt, 
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Some OBsERVATIONS premiſed 
upon this Parable of the Vin s, 


EE: | Joun 15. I, 7 

6 T am the true Vine, and my Father is the Husbandman. 
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh 

| away : and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit, 
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The ſumme and diviſion of the words, and ſubject of this 
Diſcourſe, 


Faire and fruitfull Parable this is, ſpread forth 
Sx! into Many Branches. In which, under the plea» 
© {ant ſhadow of a Vine, (upon occaſion they had 
=/Z=20 27 but newly beeri reall partakers of his blood in 
{ ENS & the fruit of the Vine) Chr;ſt elegantly ſers forth 
EPS hinſelf in his relation to his viſible Church, and 
the eſtate of his Apoſtles, and in them, of all vifible Profeſſors 
tothe end of the world ; Shewing withall under that fimilitude, 
q | A3 what 
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what his Father meant to doe with 74das, now gone out to be- 
tray him ; as with all other unfruitfull branches like unto him, 
even cut them off, and throw them into the fire. But on the con- 
trary, encouraging them, and all other fruitfull branches, that 
they {hould Rill continue to abide in him,with promiſe, that they 
ſhould yet bring forth more fruit. h 

The Parable hath three Parts : 

I. A/Vrizehereis, of all the faireſt, ver. I, 

2. A Huibanudman, of all the carefſuleſt. | 

3. The end of planting this Vine, fruitfulneſſe. 

Firſt, this 73ze, as all /7»es elſe, hath ts ſorts of branches : 

I. Such as (though greene) bring forth no true fruit, nought 
but leaves, 

2. Such as bring forth fruit, ver, 2, 

The Hu:bandman hath anſwerably offices of two ſorts to- 
wards them both, aieqv, xaBaigcey, which is a witty Paranoma- 
ſia, Amputare & Putare, to Lop and Cut off. Firſt, clean to cat 
of thoſe that are utterly unfruitfull , which thereupon are 
caſt ont , doe wither , and are gathered and caſt into the fire : 
So ver. 2. & 6. And thus now he meant to deale with 
7udas, 

But 2. to Purge, and but lop off the luxuriancies, and too 
much runnings our of the fruitfull branches into ſprings, which 
they are ſubje to. 

Thirdly, his exd in all is, that frair, and more fruit might be 
brought forth. This is his end of planting this Vine, this is 
the end of purging theſe branches of it, which be being fru- 
ſtrated of, in thoſe other, is the cauſe why he takes them cleane 
away, 

And to exhort theſe unto fruitfulnefle, was one main end 
of Chrilts uſing this Parable, and unto this tends ail in the fol- 
lowing verſes, cither as meanes or motives unto fruitfulneſſe; 

Firſt, 2s meanes, 

1. He afures them of their being in the ſtate of grace, ver/e 3, 
Aflurance is a means of fruitfulneſle, 

2. He ſpeaks of P#rging them by hi word, in the ſame verſe ; 
Ye are cleane through the Word I have ſpoken to you s This 154 
means he further uſcth, 

| 3. He 
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3- He inculcates into them the ſenſe of their owne inability 
to doe any thing without him, ver. 5. | 

4. Therefore to abide in him, and ſuck from him, vey, 5. 

5. And to let his 7Yord abide in them, by which hinselfe ſhall 
alſo abide in them, and by which they may ſtill be purged, and ſo 
be fruitful, 

The motives are, 

I. If not, they know their doome, to the fire with them, 
Vers 6. 

2. If they doe, their prayers ſhall be granted, vey. 7, 

2. Hereby his Father is glorified, ver. 8. 

4. They ſhall ſhew themſelves his Diſciples, vey, 8. 

5. They ſhall continue in his love, who loves them as dearly 
2s kis father doth him, vey. 9, 10. 

And ſo you have the ſumme of all this Parable, 

The principall fubjze&T aime at in this Scripture, is this maine 
caſe of Conſcience, which uſerh to be the exerciſe, and inquiſi- 
tion of many good ſouls, How a Chriſtian may diſcerne his 
growth, both in purging out corruptions, and increaſe of grace, 
and the fruits of it, | 

Therefore what ever other ſpreading fruitfull obſervations 
grow upon this ſtock, (and this Vine affords many) wee will but 
ſhortly, and as men in haſte, view and take notice of, but as in 
our way to that other which I principally intend, and onely ſo 
far {tay upon the obſervation of them, as the bare opening this 
fimilitude here uſed, doth give ſap and vigour to them, 


The firſt obſervation, hew Chriſt is a Vine, and ozely the 
true Vine. | 


Firſt, Chriſt, he z5 a Vine. To explaine this firſt, Adam indeed 
was 2 Vine, planted in Paradiſe, to beare all Mankinde upon, but 
he turned a 1/4 oye, he proved not the tr#e Vine, God planted 
him (co allude to that, 7er. 2. 21s) A noble Vine, 4 holy and right 
ſeed, but he degenerated, and ſo have all engraffed on him, and 
ſo bring forth nothing but grapes of Sodome, as 1/aiah ſpeakes, 

But 2, God the Father having many branches of choſen ones, 
that grew by nature on this curſcd itock of Adam, whom yer, 

. as 
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as ver. 16. he had ordained to bring forth fruit, that is, to ſpring 
and ſpread forth in the earth in all ages, and then to be tran- 
planted unto Heaven, the Paradiſe appointed for them, the 
earth being but the nurſerie of them for a while : Hence there- 
fore he did appoint his own Soxune to be a new root, as into 
whom he meant to tranſplant them, and ordained him to be that 
bulk, and body, and chiefe branch which they all ſhould grow 
out of, who is therefore called The roote of David, Rev. 22, and 
that Righteous branch, fer. 22. 6, 

Whom therefore 3. he planted as 3 roote here on earth with 


us, and cloathed with a humane nature, a weak and mean bark 


and body, and a rind and out fide, fuch as ours is; that ſo both 
rootc and branches might be of the ſame nature, and Homoge. 
neall : which nature of ours in him, he likewiſe filled with his Spi- 
rit (as with juice and ſap) without all meaſure, that ſo-he might 


fruife, and grow into all thoſe branches appointed to be in 


him, by communicating the ſame ſpirit to them, 

And 4. although he was of himſelfe the faireſt Cedar that ever 
the carth bare, yet in relation to thoſe multitude of branches, 
he was to bear, chuſeth to be a Yize, which is of all trees the 
loweſt, the weakeſt, and of the meanelſt bark, and out-fide of any 
other, onely becauſe of all others it is the plentifulleſt of bran- 
ches, and runs out and ſpreads its bulk in branches; and thoſe, 


. of all branches elſe of any other trees, the fruitfulleſt, it is there- 


fore called The fruitfzll Vine, Pſal. 128.3, and for that reaſon 
onely doth he ſingle out this compariſon, as ſuiting with his 


. ſcope, ſhewing therein his love ; that as he condeſcended to the 


I » Obſtr, 
I hat Chrift 15 
onely the 


[ Iruc Vine. ] 


lowelt condition, for our ſalvation, ſo to the meaneſt reſem- 
blances for our inſtruction, yer ſo as withall he tells us, that no 
Vine, nor all the Vines on carth were worthy herein to be com- 
pared, nor to be ſo muchas reſemblances of him. 

For he, and he alone is the true Yixe, that is the ſecond Oh- 
ſervation. 

For take thoſe choiceſt excellencics in a Vine, for which the 
compariſon here is made, as more particularly, that of f-uirfal- 
»eſſe either in boughs or fruit, and it is but a ſhadow of that 
which is in him, As God onely is | / am that I am, } and all 
things elſe have but the ſhadow of Being : ſo Chriſt alone hath 
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onely all the excellencies in him in the true reall nature of all 
things to which he is compared. So in like manner he is ſaid to 


be Bread indeed, John 6. 55. and wer, 32. The true bread from © - 


heaven, Manna, and all other meat, and all that ſweetneſſe which 
is in meat, is and was but a ſhadow to that which he affords. 
He excells and exceeds all things heis compared to, in what 
they have, and they are bat ſhadowes to him, Heb, 10, 1, 

Firſt therefore, never any Vine ſo fruitfull, All our frait » 
formd in bim, Hoſe 12. If you abide in me, you ſhall bring forth much 
fruit, He hath juice to ſupply you with every grace, to f/ you 
with all the fruits of righteouſneſſe, which if the branches want, it 
is for want of faith in themſelves, to draw from him, not want 
of ſap in him, 

Secondly, this he is at all times, hath been in all ages, thus flou- 
riſhing ; this root never withers ; is never dry or empty of ſap, 
it is never winter with Chrift, Zvery branch, ſaith the ſecond 
verſe, that is, every one that hath born fruit in any age, beareth 
all its fruit in his : branches in him fear no drought, 7er.17.8. 

Thirdly, for largeneſſe of ſpreading, no ſuch Vine as this : He 
(as the Plalmiſt ſayes, Pal. 80. 11, 12.) ſends ont his boughes 
unto the ſea, and his branches to the rivers: all the earth is, or hath 
been, or ſhall be filled with chem, | 

Is to perſwaded us to take Chriſt alone, and make him our 
All in all, becauſe in him all excellencies are ſupereminenely 
found. All creatures arenot enough to ſerve for compariſons 
to ſet him forth, and when they doe in part, for ſome particu- 
lar thing that is the excellenteſt in them, yet therein they are 
but ſhadowes, Heb. 10.1. He onely is the truth, he is the zrue 
light, John 1. The Baptiſt, 2ſoſes, and all lights elſe were but as 
twilight, but a ſhadow : So he is the true bread, the rrme Y ine, 


* hehath really the ſwectneſſe, the comfort, the excellencies of 
them all, The like may be faid of all thoſe relations he hath 


taken on him; ſo he onely is a- true Father, and Hasbayd, 8c. 


and the love and ſweetneſſe in all other Fathers and Husbands 


are but a ſhadow to what is in him, 
Obſer. 2. How the Father is the Husbandmay. 


As CHRIST is thus a Y;ve, ſo his Father 75 the Husband- 
B An, 
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man, and as ltrange a Husbandman as Chriſt a Vine. 

For firſt, he is the very root of the Vine it ſelf, which no Huſ- 
bandman is to any Vine ; therefore he that is the Vine calls the 
Husbandman his Father, Ay Father & the Husbandman, This 
Vine ſprings out of his doſome by eternall generation, for this 
is the derivation of our Off-ſpring, Chap. 14. 20. I am in my Fa- 
ther, and you in me. And Chap. 5.26, The Father, He hath 
life ( originall ) himſelfe, and gives it to the Sonne, and the 
Sonne to us, and thence ſpring living fruits, the fruits of righte. 
ouſneſle. 

2. Heis the ingraffer, and implanter of all the branches into 
this Vine. E/ay 60. 21. he calls them hiz righteors people, [the 
branch of my planting] the Work of my hands. Other Husband- 
men doe but expe what branches their Vines will of them- 
ſelves bring forth, but God appoints who, and how many ſhall 
be the branches, and gives them unto, and ingraffs them into his 
Sonne. 

3. He appoints what fruit, and what ſtore of fruit theſe bran- 
ches ſball bring forth, and accordingly gives the increaſe, which 
other Husbandmen cannot doe : Paul my plant, and Apollos may 
water, but God onely gives the increaſe, 1 Cor. 3.7. Though Chriſt 
merited, yet the Father decreed every mans meaſure of fruitfn!- 
neſſe. 

4. He is the moſt diligent Husbandman that ever was ; for he 
knowes, and daily views, and takes notice of every branch, and 
of all their fruit : for ſayes the Text, Every branch that brings 
not forth ſrmit, be takes away, &c. therefore knowes who beareth 
fruit, and doth not, He &»owes their perſons, Who are his, and 
who are not, 2 Ti.2.19, not ſo much as oe man could come in 
Withont a wedding garment, but he ſpies him out. 

5. The molt carefull he is daily to parge his Vine : fo fays the 
ſecond verſe. And of all poſſeſſions, faith Cato, Nulta poſſeſſto 
majorem operam requirit, Vineyards need as much care, and more 
then any other. The (orne, when it is ſowne, comes up, and 
growes alone , and ripeneth, and comes to. perfettion, the Hu: 
bandman ſleeping aud waking, he knowes not how, faith Chriſt : But 
Vines muſt be dreſt,ſupported, ſheltred, pruned, well-nigh every 
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And of all trees God hath moſtcare of his Vines, and regards 
them more then all the reſt in the world. 

Is to honour the Father in all the workes tending to our ſal- 
vation, as much as we hononr the Son : If Chriſt be the Vine, 
his Father meanes to be the Husbandman : and indeed it may 
teach us to honour all the three Perſons in every work that is 
faving, for in all, they bear a diſtin& office; the Father hath 
not onely a hand in Eleion, bur alſo in SanRtification, con- 
cerning which this Parable was made. If Chriſt be the roote 
that affords us ſap, whence all fruit buds, the Father is the Huf- 
bandman that watereth the Vine, gives the increaſe, purgeth the 
branches, and is the root of that life which Chriſt affords to us : 
and then the Spzrit allo comes in to have a work and influence 
herein alſo; for he is the ſap, though not here mentioned, yet 
which is implyed, which lies hid in this Parable of the Vine, 
and appeares in all the fruits that are brought forth, therefore 
called, Gal. 5. Fruits of the Spirit, None of the three Perſons 
will be left out in any relation, or in any work, that is for our 
falvation. That ever three ſo great Perſons ſhould have a joynt 
care of our ſalvation and ſanRification,and we our ſelves negle& 
it | That they ſhould be fo carefull, we ſo negligent and unfruit- 
full ! If tney doe all ſo much for us, what ſhould not we endea- 
vour to do for our ſelves ? 

Be carefull of your words, thoughts, wayes, affeRions, de- 
fires, all which are the fruits of your ſoules; for God takes no- 
tice of all, he walkes in this his gardex every day, and ſpies out 
how many raw, unripe, indigefted performances, as Prayers, 8c. 
hang on ſuch or ſuch a branch, what gum of pride, what leaves, 
what luxuriant ſprigs, what are rotten boughs, and which are 
ſound, and goes np and down with his pruning knife in his hand, 
and cuts and flaſhes where he ſees things amifſe ; he turnes up all 
your leaves, fees what fruit is under ; and deals with men ac- 
cordingly. 

When the Church is in any diſtrefſe or miſery, goe to him 
that is the Husbandman ; ſuch is the uſuall condition of this his 
Vine, ſpread over the face of the earth, Complain as they, P/al. 

80. I 2. Why haſt thou broken down her hedges, ſs as all they which 
pafſe by doe pluck, her ? the boare ont of the wood doth waſte it. 
B 2 Com- 
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Chriſt, 


Complain to him that the hogs are in his Vineyard, and doe 
much havock and ſpoile therein; and tell him that he is the 
Husbandman, who ſhould take care for it. So they go on to 
pray, Returne, we beſeech thee © Godof Hoſts, Iooke downe from 
heaven, behold and viſit this Vine, and the Vineyard which thy right 
h:nd hath planted, v.14, 15+ 


3. O8f. To forts of branches in this Vine, fruitfull and unfruitfull : 
and the difference between temporary and true Belcevers, as 
they are laid downe in the Text, 


We ſee this Vine hath branches of two forte, fraitfud and nn- 
frairfull, which is the third thing to be obſerved. 

And herein our Saviour followeth the ſimilitude ; for expe- 
rience ſhews the like in Vines. And writers of Vines obſerve ir, 
and accordingly diſtinguiſh the branches of Vines into Pamp;- 
zarios, which bring forth naught but leaves, and Fruftnarios, 
which bring forth fruit. 

The unfruitfull they are fuch as make profeſſion of being in 
Chriſt to themſelves and others, and receive ſoine greennefſe 
from him, but no true fruit : for their profe//7o» they are brax- 
ches, for their emptineſſe, unfruitfull ones, 

The onely queſtion is, How ſuch as prove #»fruirfull, are faid 
to be branches, and to be in Chriſt ; Every branch in me, &c, 

Many compariſons there are of Chriſt, as he ſtands in various 
relations to his Church : whereof ſome ſerve to exprefſe one 
thing concerning him, ſome another, That of a Vine, here pre- 
ſ-nts him onely as he was.to ſpread himſelfe into a vifble (hurch 
on earth, in the profeſſion of him : and ſo conſidered, he may 
have many branches that are unfruitfull. That other of Ax head 
ever all the family in heaven aud earth, which imports his rela- 
tion onely to that inviſible company of his Church myſticall, 
which together make up that generall aſſembly ſpoken of in 
Heb. 12. which. are his fulnefle, Eph. 1. alt.. And agreeable ro 
this meaning, in comparing himſelfe to a Yize, in this large and 
common relation of a root to both ſorts of Profeſſors, true and 
falſe, is that other cxpreſſion alſo, whereby he ſers forth his Fa- 
thers office, when he calls him not awntavgy©; a Vine-dreſſer, or 
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a tiller of a Vineyard, in a ſtrit ſenſe, as Lake 13.7. but yiogy ©, 
(as it were at Jarge,) the Huibanaman : As thereby denoting out, 
not ſimply and alone, that peculiar care that he hath to true be- 
leevers onely, that are branches of this Vine, (though including 
it) bur withall importing that common care and providence 
which he beares to others of his creatures; and this becauſe ſome 
of theſe branches of this Y7ze, are to him but as others out of the 
Church and of no more reckoning with him, The Fathers rela- 
tion herein, anſwering to, and in a proportion running parallcl 
along with that which Chriſt beares towards them : Thoſe that 
Chriſt is head unto, thoſe he is a Father unto : Thoſe whom 
Chriſt is but as a Yize unto, Chriſt he is but yi, an Huſ- 
bandman unto, whoſe office is ſeene, as well in cutting off ſuch 
branchee, as in pruning and dreſfling of thoſe other, 

Theſe unfruitful ones are not in Chriſts account, reckoned: as 
trne branches here : For in the 5. verſe,he calls thoſe Diſciples of 
his that were there and then preſent with him, (when now 7d 
was gone forth afore, as appears Chap. 13. 30.) them onely The 
branches : and therefore repeats it there again, 1 amthe Vine, 
vaith this addition, Te are the brancbes. Implying hereby, that as 
he is the true Vine, ſo that theſe onely were the true branches ; 
the other he calls but [5 #253ue ] as a branch, ver, 6, Hee 75 caſt 
forth (as a) branch, giving them the name of branches, thereby 
the better to exprefie his Fathers dealing with ſuch, that as they 
that are dreſſers of a Vineyard, ule to doe with ſuch branches, 
ſo- my Father with them : but they themſelves are but 7ax- 
quams, Quaſi palmites, As branches; not really and in truth 
ſuch, 

That expreſſion which ſeems molt to make for it,is that in the 
ſecond verſe,when he ſayes, Every branch | in me] that beareth xot 
frait, but thoſe words [';» we ] may as well, yea rather be under- 
ſtood to have reference to their ot vringing forth fruit [inhim}] 
then to their being properly branches [iz him : 7] fo as the mean» 
ing ſhould be, they are branches that bring »o: forth fruit in we. 
Though they doe ſome good, yet it is not fruit ; if ſo [xt in 
me : |] though from mee, and from my. aſſiitance, And lo his 
meaning is not ſo much to declare thas they are branches in him; 
as that they bring not for fruit in him. Which indeed is one of 
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the chara&eriſticall differences between true and unſound bran- 
ches, and one maine ſcope. of the parable ; and this the Syriack 
tranſlation makes for alſo, and confirms it, Omnew palmitewm qui 
in me non fert frutium, Every branch which in me bringeth not 
forth fruit, And there is this reaſon that this ſhould be his mea- 
ning, that He never reckoned them at all true branches ; Be- 
cauſe that is the difference God puts betweene theſe and thoſe 
other, that Thoſe that bring forth fruit, hu Father purgeth, that 
they may bring forth more fruit. He lets them not run a far out 
into fin, as to become altogether unfruitfull : But theſe he rukes 
away : $0 as true branches were never unfruitfull, 

The Uſe is to ſtir up all that profeſſe themſclves to be in 
Chriſt, to examine whether they be true genuine branches of this 
true Vine or no, Here in this Kingdome, Chriſt is ſpread forth 
into a faire and pleaſant Yize in ſhew, as this earth affords : But 
if we Miniſters were able with this Has4bardmas here, to turne 
up the leaves of formall profeſſion, and looke with his eyes, 
we ſhould diſcerne that chere are buc a few true branches indeed 
to be found in flouriſhing Congregations, as /azah foretold 
there ſhould be in Iirae), 7/a. 17. 5, 6. Like the gleaning grapes, 
two or three in the top of the nppermoſt bongh, fonre or frve in the out- 
moſt fruitful branches. 

Now for a generall kelp to diſcerne whether you be true 
branches, conſider, that union with Chriſt is it that makes men 
branches, that is, men are accounted branches of Chriſt in. re- 
card of ſome union with him : and /ach as their rnion is, [ch 
alſo is their communion with him, and accordingly /ucb branches 
are they, and ſuch their fruit. 

I. Some (and indeed the moſt) are united to him but by the 
externall tye of the outward Ordinances, ſuch as their obligation 
made in Baptiſme : and are knit to him thereby, no otherwiſe 
then many grafts are, that do not take or thrive in their ſtocks, 
onely ſtand there as bound about by a thread ; and ſutable is 
their communion with him, even wholly externall : they continu- 
ing to partake of the outward ordinances, but without any ſap 
or inward influence derived, without any inward work of the 
Spirit, or (tirring of afteion : And anſwerable alſo is their fruit, 
when no other are found on them, but ſuch as you ſhall finde 
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grow in the waſte of the wilderneſſe among Heathens, which 
ingenuity and modelty, and naturall honeſty and naturall con- 
ſcience do bring forth : but not any ſuch, as an inward ſap from 
Chriſt uſeth to produce. Civill men are not true branches ; for . 
look on Chriſt the root, and ſee what fruits abouaded in him 
moſt, as fruits of holineſſe did ; and therefore if ſuch were true 
branches, the ſame would abound in them likewiſe : for every 
tree brings forth according to its kind. 

2. You have ſome (they living in the Church) Chriſt begins to 


ſhoot ſome ſap of his Spirit into their hearts, quickning them in 


with many good motions, and ſtirring up ſome juiceneſſe of 
affeRions in the adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments, 
which cauſes them to bud forth into good inward purpoſes, and 
outward good beginnings : but this being not the communica- 
tion of the Spirit, as ſantifying and changing the branch into 
the ſame nature with the root, therefore it comes to paſſe they 
are ſtill nipt in the bud, as the ftony ground was, and the ſap 
ſtricken in again, like rath ripe fruit ; which looking forth upon 
a February Sun, are nipt againe with an April froſt, Many, 
when young, and their affeRions are green and tender, are 
wrought upon, and bud, but the ſcoffes of men nip them, and 
their Jults draw the fap another way, as hopes of preferment, 
and the pleaſures of ſfinne, and fo theſe buds wither and fall 
off, and the Spirit withdrawes himſelf wholly in the root a- 
ainc. 

, Apgaine, 3. fome there are, as the thorvy ground, in whom 
this inward ſap communicated: to them, though not ſpiritually, 
changing and renewing them, yet being communicated in a fur- 
ther degree, abides in them longer, ſhoots up farther, and theſe 
prove exceeding green branches, and are owned for true, even 
by the people of God themſelves, as 7d was by the Apoſiles, 
and therefore are outwardly like unto them ; for how elſe are 
they ſaid to be caſt out ? ver. 16, who therefore had once ſome 
fruit to commend them, for which they were accounted of by 
the people of God, and received amongſt them , who judge of 
zrees by the fruit, Neither are their fruits meerly ontward, like 
Solomons apples of geld,in piftares of filver,meerly painted,but they 
have a ſap that purs a greenneſſe into what they doe, _— 
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reaſon of which they bear and bring forth ; for how elſe are 
they faid to wither allo? wer. 6. (which is a decay of inward 
moiſture, and outward greenneſle :) and theſe alſo have ſome 
kind of union with Chriſt as with a Lord, 2 Pet. 2.1, he aſcending 
fo beſiow gifts, evenupon the rebellious alſo, Pſal. 68.18. lo far to 
enable them to doe him ſome ſervice in his Vineyard : They are 
not united unto Chriſt as unto an Head. Neither is it the ſpirir of 
agoption which they doe receive from him ; and fach a branch 
was 74445, who was not onely owned by the Diſciples, who 
knew him not to be falſe, but who ſarely at the firſt had inward 
ſap of gifts derived from Chriſt, to fic him for the Miniſtery, he 
being ſent out as an Apoſtle to preach ; whom therefore Chriſt 
here aimed at in this place, 

Now for a more particular difterencing of theſe branches 
and their fruites, it is not my ſcope to ingraffe a large common 


place, head of ail the differences, between temporaries and true 


belecvers, upon this ſtock ; this root is not big enongh to bear 
them, thoſe differences being many ; Onely I will explain choſe 
differences which the Text affords, becauſe they are in our way, 
and will further open the words. | 

I, That which they doe bring forth, # »ot trne frair, the holy 
Ghoſt vouchſafeth it not that name, They are ſaid here, »ot to 
bring ferth fruit. That ſpeech in Hoſea 10, 1. will give clear light 
to underſtand this ; with the ground of it alſo ; 7ael 5; there 
called, an empty Vine, which brings forth fruit ts her ſelf, It im- 
plies a ſeeming contradiftion, that it ſhould be called an empry 
Vine, and yet withall to bring forth any fruit. And theſe bring 
forth not leaves, good words onely, but good works, good 
aRions, and thoſe greey, and therefore ade 12. their fruit 1s 


' ſaid te wither, as themſelves are ſaid to wither here, ver. 6. And 


as there 1/racl is ſaid to be an empty Vine, though it hath fruit, ſo 
here theſe are ſaid yot to bring forth frait atall, Now the mea- 
ning of both, is one and the ſame : For a thing is ſaid to be empty, 
when it wants that which is proper to it, and ought to bein it ; 
as Wells are called empty, when they are not full of water, they 
are full of ayre : for Non datur vacunm. So they are called an 
empty Vine, and theſe branches to have no fruit, becauſe not ſuch as 
ought to groiy upon them, ſuch as is proper to the _ they 
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ſeem to grow upon. | Therefore in Heb. 6. 7. that Epither is ad. 
ded, [" Meer | bearbs, or fruit ; that is, ſuch as ſhowl1 grow there. 
So Like 3. 8. They are ta bring forth fruit | worthy] amendment 
of life, or elle they were to be cut down : that is, ſuch as became 
crue repentants, as were anſwerable, ſuitable thereunto. As we 
ſiy a man carrics h:mſelf worthy of his pluce, when anfwerably to 
ro what is required of lym in it, That place fore-citcd out of 
Hoſea furcher acquaints us wich the true ground, why their fruits 
(though green, which Chap. 6. 4. is called goodneſſe alſo, yet) 
were not to be accounted meet fruit, and fo not finit at all ; 
even becauſe of this, that it broughe forth all irs fruic, whether 
good or bad, to :t ſelfe : That is, thofe ends chat did draw up 
the ſap. and did putir forth in fruit, were drawne' but from 
themſelves, they bring them not forth principally to God. and 
for him. All their prayers, all their afc&ions in holy duties, if 
they examine the reaſon of them all, the ends that runne in them 
all, and whence all the motives that doe aftuate all they doe 
in theſe, they will fiade they are taken from th. mſelves: And 
though che aſſiſtance wherewith they are enabled to doe what 
they doe, is more then their own, yet their ends are no higher 
then themſelves, and ſo they employ bur that affiltance God 
gives them wholly for th:mſelves. N-»w the ex4for which 2 
true branch brings forth frxit, is, thar God might be glorified, 
Thus Rom. 7. 8. when 24rried to Chriſt they are ſaid to bring 
forth fruit 16 God ; which is ſpoken in oppoſition to bringing forth 
fruit to a mans ſelf, Thus alſo Chrilt here uſeth this as the great 
and main motive to fiuirfulnelle in ver, 8. Hereby i my Father 
glorified, that you bring forth much fruit, Now whom will this 
move, into whoſe afteRions will ſuch an argument draw up ſap, 
and quicken them ? None bur thoſe hearts who doe make 
Gods glory their utmoſt end, and ſo ailr-u- branches doe or 
elſe this motive ſhouid have been uſed by Chriſt in vaine unto 
them. And as this. end makes their performances to be frait, 
ſo this being wanting , all that is brouzht forth deſerves not 
the name of fruit, for it is:not fruit worthy, as-the Baptilt ſayes; 
not meet fruit for the drefſer © receive, '(as was noted out of the 
Hebrews) not ſuch as ought: rogrow:! on:that tree. They foonld 
be trees of rightcouſneſſe, the planting of the Lord, that he might bo 
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glorified , Eſay 61.3. Again , not fruir meete or ſuitable for 


the roote it ſeemes to grow upon, that is, ſuch as Chrift did 
bring forth ; for he did all, that his Father might be glor.ficd : 
and therefore ſayes he, exhorting them to fruitfulneſſe, wer. 8. 
of this Chp. If you doe likewiſe, ye ſhall bee my Diſciples. Againe, 
otherwiſe it is not ſuch as is meer for the Hizbandmans taſte and 
reliſh. it being equall that He that planteth a Vineyard, ſhould eate 
the fruit of it, 1 (or, 8,7. Andin fruit you know above all we 


_ r«gard the taſte, and eſteeme the reliſh of it. Eve firſt conſide- 
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red the fruit was good for food, then pleaſant to the eye, Gen. 3. It 
15 not the ſap that isin fruit only makes it acceptable ; Crabs 
are as full of ſap as apples: Nor is it the greenneſle, or colour, 
or bignefſe, but the reliſh that is the chicfeſt excellencie in it, 


though thoſe other, when joyned with a good reliſh, do make ie . 


more deſirable : So though thy performances be full of life-and 
afteRion, and green, and long, and many, yetif they reliſh and 
taſte of none but ſelf-ends, God regards them not, they are not 
ad guſtum ſuum; it is the end that gives the reliſh, and makes 
them fruits, and acceptable to God. 

The ſecond difference this Text holds forth, is, That they 
briog not forth their frair 3» Chriſt : for ſo the Syriack Tranſla- 
tion reads it, as making the ſenſe to be, that they bring not forth 
fruit in me : and ſo this particle [ I» me? referreth not ſo much 
co their being branches in him, as to not bearing their fruit in him. 
Which indeed ſeems to have been Chriſts meaning, for his ſcope 
in this Parable is to ſhew how that he is the root of SanTification ; 


© and how not the habitual power onely, but every aR of grace, 


and the performance, comes from him ; 17ithout me ye can doe 
nothing, ver. 5. And thereupon he exhorts his Diſciples to fetch 
all from him, and to abide in him ; and therefore alſo, when he 
ſpeaks of theſe unfruitfall branches at wer. 6. that which here 
he calls bearing not frait in me, he expreſſes there, by not abiding 
3% me , as the cauſe of their not bringing forth fruit in him. 
Yea, and the principall ſcope of that phraſe, Abi4e in me, is, (as 
evidently appeares by wer. 4, 5.) to depend upon him for bring- 
ing forth of fruit, and to fetch ſtrength from him by faith, 
There is therefore this eflentiall defet in the worke that is 
upon ſuch, that they doe not doe all in that -— 
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Chriſt, ſuch a dependance as a branch hath upon the root, in bring- 
ing forth its fruit, For, my brethren, this you muſt know, that 
as it is eſſentiall to Evangelical! Sanftification to doe all for ano- 
ther, as your end, namely, to God ; fo to doe all in the ſtrength 


of ansther, as your ſole afliltant, namely Chriſt, who works all ': 
in you, and through whoſe ſtrength, ſaith Paul, I am able to dee + 


all things, and nothing without it, The life we leade & by faith, 
and it 1s-»0t 1, but Chriſt who lives in me. Therefore we finde 
both theſe joyned, Phil. 1. 11. The fruits of righteonſneſſe by 
Zeſu Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of God. The latter [To the glo- 
ry of God J is mentioned as the finall cauſe; the other ["By eſs 
Chrift ] as the efficient cauſe : Both theſe are neceſlary unto true 
SanQitication. For as we are £0 honour the Husbandman by ma- 
king him our ex, ſo alſo the roor, by doing all in hizz, and from 
kim.Now temporarie Beleevers,as they do all principally for them- 
ſelves,ſo alſo all as from themſelves : and as they do not make God 
their ed, ſo nor Chriſt their 799%. And ſo ſome expound that 
phraſe in the Parable of the ſtory ground, Lak. 8. 13, when it is 
faid they have 0 root, (though I think he means alſo inherent ha- 
birs of grace infuſed,for it is added,yo roor [5x themſelves, ] which 
7ob call the root of the matter which was 5s him) it is becauſe they 
fetch not their ſtrength to doe all they doe from Chriſt by faith, 
and from their union with him. And the reaſon is this, becauſe 
they are never emptyed of themſelves, (which is the root we all 
doe grow upon) either in regard of their owne exds, or of their 
owne efficiencie of working. Whereas we mult all be bronght to 


xothing in our ſelves, both in regard of /e/f-aymes, and alſo abili. * 


ties of working ; and till our hearts are inwardly taught that 
leſſon, that We are not ſufficient, as of onr ſelves, we will not goe 
out of onr ſelves, to doe all in Chriſt, And therefore there was 
nothing which Chriſt endeavoured more to engraffe upon their 
hearts then this Principle now. at his departure, as it is ver, 
4,5. And indeed it is as hard a thing for nature to live out 
of its ſelfe, and fetch all from another, as not to live to its ſelfe, 


What it is to 
bring forth 
fruit | in 
Chriſt ] ex- 
plained. 


but to another, We are full of our owne ſtrengthas well as of ovy. , 


owne exds, And although theſe unfruitfull branches they do in- ' 


deed receive all their [trength from Chriſt, and ſo all they doe 
in what is good, is from bin : yet they doe no honour Chriſt 
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in receiving it, by doing all as in his ſtrength, and ſo do not do 
it 2554 him, Bat though they receive all, yet they work with 
it, as if it were their owne Rock, and ſo ghrie (as the Apoſtle 
ſayes) 4s if they had not received «, And thus though the fap 
and livelmeiſe which ſtirs them, is really, and all efficiently from 
Chriſt, yet they may'be ſaid ro bring forth frat in thews/elver, 
becauſe both they neicher fetch hot'receive it by faith, nor a& by 
faich that ſtrength received, as men that were ated by Chriſt, 
and as working all in Chriſt, but they doe all, as if all proceeded 


from their owne root : Even as the Ivie, thouvh it claſping a- 


bour the Oake,. receives much ſap from 1t, which it digefterh 
and turneth into it ſelfe, yet it brings forth all its berries by 
virtue of its owne roor, rather then as in the Oake, which yet 
ſuſtaines and ſupplyes ir with ;u'ce and ſap; whereas a tru: Be. 
leever brings forth fruit in Chriſt, as a branch that is in and of 
the Oike it ſelfe, as its owne root , and fo from him all their 
frait us found, Hoſe 14. 8, he fetcheth his afſiitance from him ; 
where as the inward aſliltance of another unſound branch is 
ſtrengthened and ſupported by pride, and felfe ſufficiencie of 
gifts and parts,and not derived by faith, and maintained by con- 
fidence in Chralts ſtrength co aR all in them ; ſo thar, as 1t 15 ſaid 
of the Coranthians, that they raigned, but without us, ſayes Panl, 
So [ may lay, 7emporarzes pertorme duries, and pray, bur as 
withozt Chrift. Bur all tru? B-'cevers are empoed firlt of their 
owne ſtrength and ability, and ſo walk as thofe who can doe no- 
thing withont Chriſt, as thoſe who are not able to love, belecve 
one moment more withour him. So Phil. 4.13. [ am able ro dee 
all things, but through Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth me. And this they 
lay for a principle in their hearts which they walk by, which 
therefore Chrift preficth upon his Diſciples here, as the maine 
requiſite and fu 1damenta]ll principle of Evangelical! Sanctifica- 
tion, Without me ye can dee nothing. And therefore ſuch an 
one 15 ſenſible of chat curſed ſelfe ſatticiencie in him, and hum- 
blerch himſelfe, checks himſelfe for it, as for as great and foule 
alin as any other ; and humbleth himfelfe not onely for the 
want of what life, and ftirring, &c. ſhould have been in the dary 
fell ſhort of, in performing it ; bur alſo for that he ſanificd not 
Chcilt, in the ſtrength he received ty doe it with : Bur another 
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doch not ſo ; if he fi-ds'ſtrengrth, and power, and vigour to per. 
forme, and quickneſſe in the perfurmance, he lookes ,no fur- 
ther. That poore man in the Goſpel, as he acknowledged his 
want of fiith, that he had much uabeliefe in him, ſo he goes out 
to Chritt for the ſupply, Lord h- 1p my wnbeliefe, for he knew that 
it was he was to be the worker of every degree of faith in him, 
And again,a true beleever being thus ſcnſible of his own unability, 
doth (when he is any thing aſſilted) attribute all co Chrilt when 
he hath done ; and honours him as the Amthor of it in himſclfe ; 
confefleth in his heart, between Chrilt and himſelfe, that it was 
not he, bur Chriſt chat ſtrengthned him # 7c # nor 7, (fayes the 
Apoſtle) but the grare of God in me, thongh I have lavoured more 
then they all. Bur another, though he receives all, yet not being 
emptyed of himſelfe, boaſterh as if he had net received it. As the 
Phariſce, though he thanked God in words, yet in his heart at- 
tribured all co himſelfe ; ſuch an one is the more full, and life up 
when he hath done,bur che true branch more empty and hunble, 
A true beleever glories not of himſclfe as in him/elfe, but onely 
as he 15 4 man in Chriſt ; and that as aman in Chriſt, he did thus 
or thus ; as Paul did, and no otherwiſe. So 2 Cor. 12. 2. [knew 
a m.n in Chriſt, &c. ef ſuch a man I will glo-ie, but of my ſelſe I 
will not glorie, And yet it was himſclfe he ipake of, buc yet not in 
himſelfe as of himſelfe, but as he was in Chriſt, 

And if it be asked, whether in every a& a Chriſtian doth 
thus ? | 

1 anſwer, Tt is in this as in that other parallel to this, The 
»aking God a mans end : Now as it doth not require, that in eve- 
ry action a man ſhovuld aRually think of chat his end, whillt yee 
habitually he makes it his aime 2. (as a man 1n his journey, doth 
not think of the place he goes into every Rep he rakes, yet ſo ha- 
bitually hath it in his chonghts, as he keeps in the way to it,) Pa- 
ratlc] cothis is it in doing all 3» (rift, it cannot be ſupp led chat 
in every aRt a manhatn ſuch a diltin& chought of recourſe to- 
Chriſt ; bur: at the beginning and entrance of greater aRions, he 
ſtill hach fw-h aRtings and exerciſe of faith; And allo ofcn, in 
the progretile he reneweth chem, and in che concluſion, when he 
hath performed chem, he doth ſan& fi Chrilt in. bis heart, by 
aſcribing the praiſe of all unto him, : | 
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2. ,Dneſt. 
Whether all 
Beclcevers doe 
diſtin&ly ferch 
verrue from 
Chriſt by ſaith, 
Anſw. 1. 


If in the ſecond place, the queſtion be, Whether, every true 
beleever doth from his firſt converſion thus diſtinly and know- 
ingly (to himſcIf ) ferch-thns all power from Chriſt, and doe all 
in him ? 

The anſwer is, 1. That to all beleevers this principk of ha- 
ving recourſe to Chriſt for aRing their SanRification, may (hap- 
ly) not preſently be ſo diſtinly revealed as it hath been to fome z 
this indeed is common and abſolutely neceſſary to all belcevers, 
co conſtitute and make them ſuch; namely, that their faith 
ſhould have recourſe toChriſt,and to take him for their Salvation, 
in the large and generall notion of it,as it infolds all under it that 
isto be done to ſave them ; and thus mzny more ignorant doe, 
when yet they have not learnt explicitely in every particular that 
concerneth their ſalvation, to have frequently a diſtin recourſe 
unto him : it is probable that theſe very Diſciples of Chriſt (who 
yet ſavingly beleeved) had not this particular principle of brinp- 
ing forth all their fruit of holineſſe in Chriſt, as their root, untill chis 
very time and Sermon whereby Chriſt enformed them in it, ſo 
clearly revealed to them, nor till then ſo clearly apprehended by 
chem ; for ignorant they were of, and.negligent in having re- 
courſe to Chriſt in many other particulars, and making uſe of 
him therein, which are of as much concernment as this. They had 
not ſo diſtintly and explicitely(as would ſeem)put their prayers 
up in Chriſts name, Hitherto you have atked nothing in my name, 
7ohn 16. 24. Neither had they ſo frequently exerciſed faith oz 
Chriſt in all things as they had #poz God, Therefore oh 14.1. he 
calls upon them, Te beleeve in God, beleeve alſo in me. 

2, Many ſorts of principles beleevers hearts may ſecretly have 
been taughce, which alſo habitually they praftice, and yer they 
may be exceeding hidden and latent in them in reſpeR of their 
orvn diſcerning them ; as was the caſe alſo of theſe Diſciples, 
7ohn 14. 4. ſayes Chriſt, The way (namely, to heaven ) ye know : 
and yet, ver. 5. Thomas ſayes, How can we know the Way ? and 
then,ve.7, Chriſt ſayes of them againe, that They knew him and 
the Father , and yet ver.$. Philip again ſaith to him, Lord, ſhew #s 
the Father ſpeaking as if they wereignorant of him, for Chritt re- 
bukes him, ver.9, and tels him he had borh ſeen him and hu Father. 
Thoſe principles of Atheiſme and wnbelief, (as thoſe ſayings "x 


he 
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the heart, that there # no God, ec. of which the Scriptnres ſpeak ſo 
much) they are the principles that aR and work all in men that 
are wicked and carnall, and are the encouragers and counſellers 
eo all the fins committed by them,andyet they are leaſt of all dif- 
cerned by them, of all other corruptions,for they are ſeldome or 
never drawn forth into diſtint propoſitions, or acually thought 
upon ; but doe lie as common principles taken for granted, and 
ſo do guide men in their wayes. And thus it is and may be long 


. with ſome of the contrary principles of faith, they may a all 


ſecretly in the heart, and yet not be diſcerned ; untill called 
forth by the miniſtery of the Word, or ſome diſtin& informati- 
on, when it comes more diſtintly to clear ſuch a praRice to 
them. | 

Neither 3. is #ni0» with Chriſt preſently cleared up to all be- 
leevers ; which whilſt it is darkly and doubrfully apprehended 
by them, Chriſts commrnication of his grace and ſtrength to them 
in every ation, remains doubtfull alſo, and is not diſcerned by 
them. Of theſe Diſciples Chriſt ſayes, Zohn 14. 20. That in that 
day (namely, when they received che Comforter more fully, of the 
promiſe of whom he there ſpeaks ) they ſhould know that they Were 
in him, and he in them : But not ſo clearly was this as yet appre- 
hended by them ; and ſo likewiſe that z»terconr/e betwixt Chriſt 
and them, both for grace and comfort, 8c, was not ſo clearly 


diſcerned by them, though continually maintained by him in di- 


ſpenſing all grace and power to them, 
And yet 4. in the mean while take the the loweſt and pooreſt 
belcever, and he doth theſe five things, which put together, is 


really and inrerpretatively a bringing forth their fruit in Chriſt, 


though not in their apprehenſions, 

7, In that their hearts are trained up in a continuall.ſenſiblenes 
of their own inſufficiencie and inability for any-good thought or 
word, as of themſelves ; for poverty of ſpirit, to ſce their own 
nothingneſſe, in this reſpe& is the firſt Evangell grace, art.5.1.and 
and if the contrary would ariſe in them, to think through habitu- 
al grace alone received, they were able of themſelves to doe 
good, it is checked ſoone, and confutcd by their owne expe- 
rience, both of their owne weakneſke, being ſureto be left ro 
themſelves, (as Peter was) when confident in his own ſtrength ; 

as 


Union with 
Chriſt 1s not 
clearedup to 
all in Chriſt, 
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a5 alſo by thoſe various. blows :gs of the Spirit m_ them as he plea. 
ſeth; wich which when their ſailes are filled, they are able to dve 
an thing, bot when withdrawn, they lay wind-bound, (though 
all habits of grace be boyſt up and ready) and not able to move 
of themſelves, Now this principle of ſelf emptineſſe habirually 
to live by ir, no carnall heart in the world hath it, or doth live 
by it. | 

at 2. for this aſHiſtance, they are trained likewiſe up (from 
the firſt) to have a continuall dependance, from a power from 
above, (without which they find chey ave able to do nothing) to 
come from God, and from the Spirit of Chriſt ; wich a renun- 
ciation of themſelves, which implicitely is the ſame with this 
immediate intercourſe with Chrilt,and is really equivalent there 
unto, though they hic not at fi. t haply on the right exp'tcite no- 
tion thereof (as having not been tauyht it by che Miniſtery of 
the Word, or other wayes) in that diſtin manner that 0- 
thers doe : and yet in hoonring the Spirit of Chrift dwelling in 
them, they hozoxr Chrit, who ſends that Spirit into thetr hearts, 
even as in hoxeuring the Sonne, Chrilt ſayes, that we honour the 
Father alſo : although our thoughts may ſumutimes more di- 
ſinAly be exerciſed towards one of the three Perſons more then 
to another. | : 

And thirdſy,. when they are once taught from the Ward,that 
it is the duty of a Chriſtian, and part of the / fe of faith, to live 
thus in Chriſt, and to bring forth al} in him and ſo come di- 
ſtinRly to apprehend this, as requiſite to a right bringing forth of 
fruit, then their hearts inſtantly doe nſe ro cloſe with the truth 
of it, as being molt ſuitable and agreeable to that huly frame of 
their own ſpirits, which are Evangelically wrought to glorifie 
Chrilt all manner of wayes that ſhall be revealed ; there 1s an in- 
ſtint, a preparedneſſe in their faith to make Chriſt their Al in 
al, 2s any particular comes to be revealed to then, wherein they 
cughe to exalt him in their hearts;and ſo this being once revealed 
to be one way whereby they are ro honour him, if they hav gone 
on afore in a confidence on their own graces, henceforth they doe 
fo no mere, yea they humble themſelves as much for ſo robbing 
Chriſt of glory, or negleAting of him, in not having had that di- 


ſtin& recourſe to him, as for any other (ta, 
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And 4. though hapſly after all this, yet ſtill their union with 
him is not cleared to them, and fo their communion with him 
herein (as muſt needs) doth ſt]! remain dark alſo, they therefore 
neither diſcern that they have any true communion with his per- 
ſon, nor can ſay how ſtrength comes from him ; yet having bin 
thus taught to fetch all from him , as was formerly explained, 
they do in a continuall renunciation of their own ſtrength, deny 
all offers of affiltancce from any other ſtrength, as namely that 
which their gifts and parts would make ; (even as they deny un- 
lawfull luſts or by-ends)and they (till have their eyes upon Chiiſt, 
to work in them both the will and the deed , and fo bya faith of 
Recambencie , or caſting themſelves on him for ſtrength in all, 


| (ſuch as they exerciſe towards him for juſtification, Gal.2. 16.) 


they live by faith on the Son of God, and have thereby ſuch a kind 
of faith, a continuall recourſe unto him. Upon which as of 
true faith being exerciſed by them towards him, He (as he is 
pleaſed to diſpence it ) moves them, and works and aQts all in 
them ; although ſtill not ſo ſenſibly unto their apprehenſions, as 
that they ſhould diſcern the connexion between the cauſe and 
the cffc& ; nor can they hang them together, that is to ſay, 
know how, or that this vertue doth come from Chriſt, becauſe 
their union with him is as yet doubtfull co them ; and alſo be- 
cauſe the power that worketh in B-leevers is ſecret; and like that 
of the heavens upon our bodies, (which is as ſtrong as that of 
phyſick,8c. ) yet ſo ſweet and fo fecretly inſinuating it ſelfe with 
the principles of nature, that as for the conveyance of it, it 1s in- 
ſenſible, and hardly differenced from the other workings of the 


principlesof nature in us:and therefore the Apoſtle prayeth for +. 


the Epheſians, That their eyes may be enlightned to ſee the power 
that wrought in them, Eph. 1.18.19. 

Yet ſo as 5. their ſoules walk all this while by theſe two prin- 
ciples firmly rooted in them;both 1 Thar all good that 7s to be done, 
muſt and doth come from Chriſt, and him alone ; and 2 That if any 
good be done by them, it 1s wrought by him alone, which doe ſet their 
fouls a breathing after nothing more then to kxow(hriſt in the po- 
wer of his reſurreftion : And having walkt thus in a felfe-emprtines 
and dependance upon Chriſt by way of a dark recymbencie,when 
once their union with him comes to be cleared up unto them, 


they then acknowledg as they E:26.That he alone hathwropght all 
D their 
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their Workes in them, that they are nothing, and have done no- 
thing ; and though before this revelation of Chriſt, (as Chriſt ſaid 
to Peter, What 1 doe now thon knoweſt not, but thou ſhalt know, 10) 
they knew not then that Chriſt had wrought all in them, yet then 
they know it, and when they doe know and diſcern it, they ac- 
knowledge it with the greatelt exaltation of him, they having re- 
ſerved, even during all that former time of their emptineſſe, the 
glory for him alone ; ſtaying as 7eab did for David, till Chrilt 
come more ſenſibly into their hearts,to ſet the crown of all upon 
his head. 

This I thought good to adde, to clear this point, leſt any poor 
ſouls thould be ſtumbled, 


DoR. 4. 1s the moſt fruitfull branches there remain corrupti« 
ons nnpurged out. | 


The 4. DoR. is, That in the moſt frnitfell branches there remain 
corruptions that ſtill eed purging out, 

This is taken but as ſuppoſed in the text, and not ſo diretly 
laid down, and I ſhall handle it but fo far as it makes way for 
what doth follow. What ſhall I need to quote much Scripture 
for the proof of it > Turn but to your own hearts, the beſt will 
find proofs cnough of it. 


Reaſons, 
That God might thereby the more ſet forth and clear unto us 


his juſtifying grace by Chriſts righteouſnefſe, and clear the truth 
of it to all our hearts. When the Apoſtle, long after his firſt con- 
verſion, was in the midft of that great and famous batrail, chro- 
nicled in that 7. Row, wherein he was led captive to a Law, and 
an army of {inne within him, warring againſt the law of his minde, 
preſently upon that wofull exclamation and outcry there men- 
tioned, Oh miſerable man that 1 am, ec. he falls admiring the 
grace of juſtification through Chriſt, they are his firſt words 
after the battail ended, Now] (ſayes he) there #5 no condemnation 
70 thens that are in (rift : Mark that word [ Now ] that now after 
fuch bloudy wounds and gaſhes there ſhould yer be no condems- 
zation, this exceedingly exalts this grace, for if ever (thought he) 
I was in danger of condemnation, it was upon the riſing and re- 


belling of theſe my corcuptions, which when they had carried me- 


captive 
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captive, I might well have expe&ed the ſentence of condemna. 
tion to have followed, but I finde, ſayes he, that God ftill par- 
dons me, and accepts meas much as ever, upon my returning 
to him ; and therefore I doe proclaim with wonder, to all the 
world, that Gods: jultifying grace in Chriſt is exceeding large 


and rich, And though there be many corruprions in thoſe that are \ 


in Chriſt, yet there is 0 condemmation ts thoſe who are in Chriſt, 
that walk after the Spirit, though flcſh be in them : And this at 
once both clears onr juſtification by Chriſts righteouſneſle alone, 
and alſo magnifies and extols it. 

It clears it, therefore how doth this remaining of corruptions 
afford to our Divines that great demonſtration againſt the Pa- 
piſts, that we are not guſtified by works, nor are thoſe workes 
perfe, (which they ſo impudently affirme againſt their own ex- 
perience) even becauſe corruption ſtains the beſt, and owr beſt 
righteouſueſſe 1s but as a menſtruous cloth. 

And as it clears it, fo likewiſe it extols it : For how is Grace 
magnified, when as not only all the ſins and debts a man broughe 


to Chriſt to pardon at firſt converſion are pardoned, but after . 
many relapſes of us, and provings bankrupt, we are yet ſill ſee © 


op againe by free grace with a new ſtock ; and though we {till 
run upon new ſcores every day, yet that theſe ſhould ſtill be 
paid, and there ſhould be riches of love enough, and ſtock e- 
nough, that is, »zerit enough to hold out to pardon us, though 
we remained in this mixt condition of ſinning, to eternity, this 
exceedingly advanceth the abounding of this grace. 

2. It ſerves exceedingly to il;uſtrate the grace of perſeverance, 
and the power of God therein ; for unto the power of God is 
our perſeverance wholly attribated. 1 Per. 1.5. Ye are kept (as 
with a garriſon) as the word ſignifies, through the power of God 
#30 ſalvation. And were there not a great and an apparent dan- 
ger of miſcarrying, ſuch a mighty guard needed not ; There is 
nothing which puts us into any danger, but our corruptions that 
ſtill remain in us, which fight againſt the ſoul, and endeavour to 
overcome and deſtroy us. Now then to be kept maugre all 
theſe ; to have grace maintained ; a ſpark of grace in the midſt 
of a ſea of corruption ; how doth this honour the power of 
God in keeping us > As much in regard of this our dependency 
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on him in ſuch a condition, as hee would otherwiſe be by our 
ſervice, if it were p:pfet, and we wholly free from thoſe 
corruptions. How will the grace of God under the Goſpel, tri- 
umph over the grace given Adam in his i»aocencee ? when Adam 
having his heart fall of inherent grace, and nothing inwardly, in 
his nature, to ſeduce him, and the temptation that he had, being 
but a matter of curioſity, and the pleaſing his wife, and yer 
hefell: When as many poore ſouls under the ſtate of grace, 
that have but mites of grace in compariſon, and worlds of cor« 
ruption, are yet kept, not onely from the unneceſſary pleaſures 
of ſin in time of proſperity, but hold out againſt all the threats, 
all the crnelties of wicked perſecutors in times of perſecution, 
which threaten to debar them of all the preſent good they 
enjoy? And though Gods people are foyled often, yet that 
there ſhould ſtill remaine 2 /ced Within them, 1 7ohn. 3. 9. this 
illuſtrates the grace of Chrilt under the Goſpel. For one at 
in Adam expelled all grace out of him, when yet his heart was 
full of nothing clſe. Were our hearts filled with grace perfeRly 
at ficſt converſion, this power would not. be ſeen, The Angels 
are kept with much leſſe care, and charge, and power then, we, 
becaufe they have no bias,no werghts of ſau,(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
hung upon them to.draw them aſide, and preſſe them downe, as 
we have. 

Neither 3. would the confuſion of the devill in- the end be 
ſo great, and the vitory ſo glorious, if all fin at firſt converſion 
were expelled. For by this meanes the devill hath in his aſlaults 
againſt us, the more advantages, faire play, (as I may fo ſpeak) 
faire hopes of overcomming ; having a great faRion 1m us, 
as ready to finne as he is greedy to tempt ; And yet God 
ſtrongly carries on his owne worke begun, though lowly, and by 
degrees, backeth and maintaines a ſmall partie of grace with- 
in us, to his confaſton. That as in Gods outward goverment 
towards his Church here on earth, he ſuffers a great party, and 
the greater ſtill by farre, ro be againſt his Church, and yet up- 
holds it, and rules amongFt the midſt of bis enemies, Pſal. 110. wlt. 
fo doth he alſo in every particular beleevers heart, When 
grace (hall bein us but as a ſparke, and corruptions as much 
ſmeakg and moiſture damping it ; Grace but as a ca4le and that 
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in the ſocket, among huge and many winds, Then to bring judge- 
ment forth to viftory, that is a vitory indeede, 

Laſtly, as God doth it to advance his owne grace, and con- 
found the devil, ſo for holy ends that concerne the Saints rhem- 
ſelves : As, | 

7. To keep them from ſpiritual/pride. He truſted the Angels 
that fell, with a full and compleat ſtock of grace at firſt, and 
they, though raiſed up from nothing a few dayes afore, fell into 
ſuch an admiration of themſelves, that heaven could nor hold 
them, it was not a place good enough for them ; [They left] 
(the text ſayes) their owne habitation and firſt eſtate, Jude, ver, 6. 
Pride was the condemnation of the devill, 1 Tim.3.6, But how much 
more would this have beene an occaſion of pride to a ſoule that 
was full of nothing but ſin the other day, to be made perfed pre- 
ſently ? perfeRly co jultifie us the firſt day by the righteouſneſſe 
of another, there is no danger in that, for it is a righteouſmeſſe 
without us, and which we cannot fo eaſily boaſt of vainly ; for 
that faith that apprehends it, empties us firſt of our ſelves, 
and goes out to another for it. But SanRification being a work 
wrought in us, we are apt to dote on thar, as too much upon 
excellencie in our ſelues ; how much adoe have poore belee. 
vers to keepe their hearts off from doting upon their owne 
righteouſneſſe, and from poring on it, when it is (God wot) a 
very little > They muſt therefore have ſomething within them 
to pull downe their ſpirits, that when they look on their fea- 
thers, they may looke on their feet, which Chy:/# ſayes are ſtill 
defiled, John 13. 10. 

2. However, if there were no ſuch danger of ſpiricuall pride 
upon ſo ſudden a riſe, (as indeed it befalls not infants, nor ſuch 
ſoules as dye as ſoone as regenerated, as.that good thiefe) yet 
however Godthinkes it meet to uſe it as a means to humble his 
people this way : even as God left the Canaanites in the land, 
to vexe the Tſraelites, and to humble them. And to. have beene 
throughly humbled for fin here, will doe the Saints no hurt a- 
gainſt they come to heaven, it will keepe them Verhing for ever, 
in their owne eyes, even when they are filled brim full of grace 
and glory. 

For 1..nothing humbles ſo as ſinne. This made him. cry one, 
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Oh miſerable man that I am ! He that never flinched for onward 
croſſes, never thought himſelfe miſerable for any of them, but 
gloried in them, 2 Cor, 12, when he came to be /ed captive by ſinne 
remaining in him, cryes out, Oh miſerable man ! 

And 2. it is not the ſinnes of a fore-paſt unregenerate eſtate, 
that will be enough to doe this throughly : For they might be 
lookt upon, as palt, and gone ; and ſome waies be an occafion 
of making the grace after converſion the more glorious : but 
preſent ſenſe humbleth moſt kindly, moſt deeply, becauſe it is 
freſh, and therefore ſayes Panl, Oh miſerable man that [_T am. ] 
And againe, we are not able to know the depth , and height of 
corruptions at once ; therefore we are to know it by degrees : 
And therefore it 1s ill left in us, that after we have a ſpirituall 
eye given us, we might experimentally gage it to the bot- 
tome, and be experimentally ſill humbled for ſfinne : And 
experimentall humbling is the molt kindly, as pity out of exper:- 
exce IS, 

And 3. God would have us humbled by ſeeing our depen- 
dance upon him for inherent grace ; And how ſoone are we apt 
to forget we have reccived it ; and that in our natures o god 
dwells ? Wee would not remember, that our nature were a ffep- 
other to grace, and a naturall mother to lults, but that we fee 
weeds ſtill grow naturally of themſelves. 

And 4. God would have us not onely humbled by ſuch our 
dependance on him, but by a ſenſe of our continuall obnoxiouſ- 
neſſe to him, and of being in his Jurch ; and therefore leaves cor- 
ruption fill, that we might ever acknowledge that our necks 
doe even lie on the block, and that he may chop them off, and 
to ſee that i» him, we ſhould ot onely live, and move as crea- 
tures ; but further , that by him we might juſtly be deſtroy- 
ed every moment, this humbles the creature indeed, Ezek. 
36. 31, 32. 

3. As thus to humble them, ſo that they might have occaſion 
to deny themſelves : Which to doe is more acceptable to God, 
then much more ſervice without it ; and: therefore the great 
promiſe of having an hundred fold, is made to that grace, It was 
the great grace, which of all other Chriſt exerciſed. Now if we 
had no corruption to entice and ſeduce us, what opportunittes 

were 
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were there for us, thus of denying our ſelyes 2 Chriſt indeed had 
an infinite deale of glory to lay downe, not ſo we : unleſſe there 
be a /elfe in us, to ſolicite us, and arother /elfe to deny thoſe ſoli- 
citations, wee ſhould have no occaſions of ſelf-denyall, or the 
exerciſe of any ſuch grace. Therefore Adam was not capable of 
any ſuch grace, becauſe he had no corruption to ſeduce him, And 
therefore a little grace in us, denying a great deale of corruption, 
is in that reſpeR, (for ſo much as is of it) 'more acceptable then 
his obedience, Though we have lefle grace, yer in this reſpe& of 
a higher kind in the exerciſes of it, 

To be meek and charitable to thoſe who fall into fin, as know- 
ing corruption is not fully yet purged out of thy ſelfe, This is 
the Apoſtles admonition upon this ground, Gal, 6, 1. If a max 
be overtaken in a fault, (he ſpeaks indefinitely, that any man may) 
if it be but an overtakzng, not a ſinning wilfully, and obſtinately, 
but a falling by occaſion, throngh raſhneſſe, ſuddenneſſe, and vio. 
lence of temptation, &c. ye which are ſpirituall, reſtore ſuch a man 
with the ſpirit of meekneſſe, conſidering thy ſelfe, leſt thor alſo be 
tempted. He would have every man be meek in his cenſure, and 
in his reproofe of ſuch an one, and reſtore him, and put hins is 


Uſe. r. 


Joynt againe, as the word ſignifies ; for ſtill he may be united to. | 


Chriſt, as a bone out of joynt is to the body, though for the time 
rendred thereby unuſcfull ; and do this, ſayes he, with tender- 
neſſe and pity, with the ſpirit of meekneſſe, which a man will not 
doe, unleſle he be ſenſible of his owne frailty, and. ſubjeRion to 
corruvtion ; unleſſe he reflet on himſelfe, and that ſeriouſly 
too : [con ſedering ] faith the Apoltle there, as implying more 
then a flight thought, (I may chance to fall alſo) but the ſeeing 
and weighing what matter of falling there is in thine ownhearc, 
if God but leave thee to thy ſelfe a lictle then ; this works a 
fpirit of meekneſſe towards ſuch an one : For meekneſſe and pity 
is molt kindly, when we are ſenſible.of the like in our ſelves, and. 
make it our owne cafe, And this he ſpeakes to the moſt pirirual/ 
Chriſtians, not to thoſe who are as yet but as carnall, (as he 
ſpeaketh of the Corinthians) Chriſtians newly converted, who 
(finding th<ir corruptions at the firſt ſtounded with that firſt 
blow of mortification given them; and though bur in part killed, 
yet wholly in a manner for a while laid aflcep, and having not as 
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yer, aftertheir late converſion,had a freſh experience of the dan» 
gers.and-remprations a man after converſion in his progreſſe is 


ſubjc&to) are therefore apt to imagine they ſhall continue free 


from aſſaulcs, and think not that their luſts will get up againe, 
and ſo are prone to be more cenſorious of the falls of others : 
But yox, who are more ſpiritnall, to you I ſpeak, ſayes the Apo- 
ſtle, for you are moſt meekned with a ſenſe of your owne weak- 
neſſe ; and even yoy, (fayes he) if you conſider your ſelves, and 
what you are in your ſelves, have cauſe to think that you al/s may 
be tempted. 

Never ſet thy ſelfe any ſtint or meafure of mortification, for 


. ſtil] chou haſt matter to purge out : Thou muſt never be out of 


phyſick all thy life. Say not, Now I have grace enough, and 


. health enough, but as that great Apoſtle, (Nor as if I had as yet 


attaine1, For indeede, thou haſt not) Sts! preſſe forward to have 
more vertze from Chriſt, If thou haſt prevailed againi the out- 
ward aQt, reſt not, but get the riſing of the luſt mortified, and 
that rowling of it in thy fancie ; get thy heart deaded towards 
it alſo : and relt not there, bat getto hate it, and the thought of 
it, The h0dy of death it mult not onely be crucified with Chriſt but 
buried alſo, and ſo rot, Rom. 6.4, 6. it is crucified to be deſtroyed, 
ſayes the Apoſtle there : that is, ro moulder away more and 
more, after its firſt deaths wound, 


Obſer. 6. That branches that have brought forth true fruit, God 


takes them not away. 


The 6. Do&rine is, That thoſe who are true branches, and 
bring forth any true fruit pleaſing to God, though they have 
many corruptions in them, yet God takes them not away, 
cuts them not off : The oppoſition implies this, he ſpeakes of 
T aking away the other, not ſo of theſe, But purgeth them. It is 


an elegant Paranomaſia, dige, xa$aigy, Which the holy Ghoſt here 


uſcth. 

Foran iaſtance to prove this, (wherein I will alſo keepe to the 
Metaphor here uſed) I cake that place, Eſay 27. where this his 
care of fruiefull branches, with the very ſame difference put be- 
eween his dealing with them,and the unfruitfull that is here, is - 

gantly 
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gantly expreſſed to ns. God profefſeth himſelfe the Keeper of a 
Vinezard his Church, ver. 2, 3. T the Lord doe keep it, and wer. 6, 
He ſhall cauſe them that come of Jacob to take root, Iſrael ſhall 
bleſſome and bud, and fill the earth with fruit, But Iſrael having 
corruption in him. which would kinder his growth, he muſt be 
lopt and cut. And'ſo in the next verſes, God is faid to deale 
with him ; but not ſo as to cut them off, as he doth others ithat 
are both his and their enemies, Hath he /maitten them as he [mote 
thoſe that ſmaote him ? No. For in meaſure When it fhooteth forth, 
thor Wilt debate With it, When Iſrael is but a tender plant, and 
firft ſhooteth forth, he doth bur in meaſure debate with ir, that 
ts, in ſuch a proportion as not to deſtroy it, or cauſe it to wither, 
but that it may blofſome more, he meaſures out, as it were, 
afflitions to them, but ſtayes his rough Wind, as it followes ; that 
is, ſuch afliftions as would ſhake that his plant too much, or 
quite blow it dowae ; but ſuch a wind as ſhall make it fruitfull, 


. and blow away its unkindly bloſſames and leaves : ſo much and 
' no more will He let out of his Treaſury, even he who holds the 


winds in his fiſts, and can moderate them as he pleaſeth, For his 
ſcope and purpoſe is nothing leſſe then to cur off Zacob, both root 
and branch, becauſe of corruptions and finnes that doe cleave to 
him, But thzs 74 all the fruit to take away the finne, ſayes he, ver.g. 
that is, this is the fruit of that winde, and of all cheſe his dealings 
with them : and it is [_A/ ] che fruit, that is, all that he intends 
thereby, even to purge them. 4 

But doth he deale ſo with others > No, for the bonghs of 
the moſt fenced (ity wither , and are broken off and burned, 
ver. TO, IT. | 

Firſt, becauſe in Chriſt God accepts a little good, and it plea- 
ſeth him more, then ſin in his doth diſpleaſe him : And therefore 
as in nations he will not deſtroy the righteous with the wicked, 
ſo nor in'men will he caſt away their righteouſneſſe that is in 
them for a little wickednefle ſake, but will rather purge out the 
one, and ſo preſerye the other. This we have expreſſed under 
the ſame Metapher, E/ay. 65. 8. we have in hand, Thr ſaith the 
Lord, as the new wine 1s found in the cluſter, and one ſaith deſtroy it 


0t ; for a bleſſing 5 init : That is, looke as when a man is about 


co cut downe a Vine, and his axe is even at the root of it, and 
E one 


bn 


F 


Reaſ.1. 


y 
| 
6 


= ERIE IO > PPAR OMB onennr nr, — 


zo 


The Tryall of 


Reaſ. 2, 


Reaf. 3. 


Reaſ. 4+ 


one ſtanding by, ſpyes a cluſter upon it, that hath new wine in it ; 
which alſo argues there is ſap ſtill in the roote, which may yet 
bring forth more ; Oh ſayes he, deſtroy it not : even ſo ayes 
God of nations and men that feare him : of nations, where he 
hath many holy ones : So there it followes, So widll-F doe (with 
Iſrael) for my ſervants ſake I will not deſtroy them all; fo it fol- 
lows there : and thus he likewiſe ſayes of particular” men , there 
is a blefſed work in ſuch a mans heart, though mingled with much 
corruption, Oh deſtroy it not, Take away the fin if poſſible, 


- but cut not off the man : why ſhould his grace periſh with 


his wickedneſle ? every dram of grace is precions, it colt the 

blood of Chriſt, and he will not ſuffer it to be deltroyed. 
Becauſe he hath ordained, that all the freits of his children 

ſhould rain, Fohn 15. 16. Now if they ſhould be cut off, their 


- Fruit would wither, their work muſt periſh with them ;-no;v no 


mans work ſhall prove iz waine in the Lord, 1 Cor. 15, ult. But 
though the world, and all works, and luſts of the worid will with 
their makers come to nothing, Yet he that doth the will of God en- 
dureth for ever, 1 Fohn 2, 17, As the works of Chriſt in himſelfe 
are eternall, ſo his works in us are eternall alſo, becauſe they are 
the fruits of what he did : He that ſoweth liberally, and gives to 
the poore, his righteouſueſſe remaines for ever. 

Thirdly, becauſe he loves the perſon, and hates only the fin, 
therefore he preſerves the one, deſtroyes onely the other. The 
z5 all the fruit to take away the ſiune. Thus P/al..99. 8. He forgave 
the perſons, and tooke vengeance onely on their inventions. The 
Covenant that is made with us in Chriſt, is not a covenant made 
with works, but with perſons: And therefore though the works 
be often hateful, yet he goes on to love the perſons : And that 
he may continue to love them, deſtroyes out of them what he 
hates, but cutteth not them off, A member that is leprous or 
ulcerous, a man /oves it as it is his owxe fleſh, Epheſ. 5. 29. though 
he loathes the corruption and putrifaRion that is in it: and there- 
fore he doth not preſently cut it off, but purgeth it daily, layes 
plaiſters to it to eate the corrup:ion out : whereas a wart or a 
wen that growes to a mans body, a man gets it cut off, for he 
doth got reckon'it as his fleſh, 


Fourthly, therein God ſhewes his skill, that he is able to _ 
wit 
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with a branch which hath much corruption in ir, fo artificially, 
as to ſever the corruption, and let the branch ſtand ſtill ; utterly 
to cut downe, and make ſpoile of all, there is no great kill re- 
quired to it ;"but to lop the branches in the right place, and due 
time and ſeaſon, ſo as they may become fruitfull, this is from the 
Skill of the Husbandman. Come to unskilfull Surgeons with a 
ſore leg or arme, and they ſeeing it palt their skill, they talke of 
nothing bur cutting it off, and tell you it is ſo far gone,that there 
i5 no way elſe ; but come to one that is skilfall indeed, that dif. 
cerns it is not ſo periſhed, bur it may be cured, and he will try 
his art upon it : And ſo doth God with branches and members 
that have much corruption in them, he tryes his skill upon them, 
makes a great cure of a leg or an arme, where he diſcerns ſome 
ſound fleſh, though much corrupted; he can cut out the dead 
fleſh, and let the ſound remaine, and ſo makes it whole in the 
end. | 

Of comfort to thoſe who are true brauches, and continue to 
bring forth fruit in the midſt of of all thetryals that befall them, 
that God will not ſuffer them to be cut off by their corruption : 
if any thing in them ſhould provoke God to doe it, it mult be 
finne : Now for that, you ſee how Chriſt promiſeth that God 
will take order therewith, and will purge it out of them, In the 
$9. Pſal. ver. 28,29,30. this is the covenant made with David, 
(as he was a type of Chriſt, with whom the ſame covenant is 
made ſure and firme) That if hz ſeed forſake my Law, and walke 
not in my judgements, What, preſently turne them out of 
doors, and cut them off, as thoſe he meant no more to have to 
doe with 2 What, nothing bur utter rejetion ? Is there no means 
of reclaiming them ? Never a rod in the houſe ? Yes, Then will 
T viſit their tranſgreſſions with a rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes, 
whip out their. ſtobbornneſſe and ſinfulnefle , but my loving 
kinaneſſe Will I not take from him as T did from Saul, as it is 
1 Chron. 17.13. 

Let the Saints conſider this, that they may return when they 
are fallen, and ſubmit to him and his nature, and ſuffer him to 
doe what he will with them, and endure cutting, and lancirg, 
and burning, ſo long as he cuts them not off; endure chaſtning, 
and all his dealings elſe, knowing that all the fruit is but to take 
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away the ſinne to make them partakers of his bolineſſe, and if by 
any meanes, as Paul ſpeakes of himſelfe, as Phil. 3. be the means 
what it will, it is.no matter ;. And God, if at any time he ſeemes 
to cut thee off, yet it is but as the inceituous Corinthian 
was cut off , that the fleſh might be deſtroyed , and the ſpirit 
aved, | 
F Of encouragement to goe on ſtill to bring forth more fruit 
to God : For if you doe, God will not cut you off, he will pare 
Jou as a man ſpares his ſonne that ſerves him ; he will not take ad- 
vantage at every fault to caſt one off. It was his owne Law, 
Dext. 20.19, that ſuch trees as brought forth fruit fit for mear, 


they ſhopld not deſtroy when they came into an enemies coun. 


trey. Doth God take care of trees ? No, it was to teach us, that 
if we bring forth fruit, he will not deſtroy us, if it be fruit in- 
deed, fit for meat: Oakes bring forth apples, ſuch as they are, 
and acorns, but]they are not fit for meate ; ſuch treees they 
might cut downf: So if thou bring not forth ſuch fruit as is for 
Gods taſte and reliſh, wherein thou ſanRifieſt not God and 
Chriſt in thy heart, thou maieſt and wilt be cut downe, but elſe 
not ; If thou beeſt betrothed to Chriſt, and he hath begotten 
children on thee, feare not a bill of divorce, he will not lightly 
caſt thee off : And it is a good argument to uſe to him, de- 
fre him to ſpare thee by all the children he hath begotten on 
thee ; Children increaſe love between man and wife, ſo between 
Chriſt and us. 

DoR. 6. That uufruitfull branches, God in the end cuts off, 
and the ſeverall degrees whereby he cnts off profeſſors that are 
-unfruitfull. 

T hat unfruitfull branches God in the end takes away : Ashe did 
7adas, who was here eſpecially aymed at. For proofe, take P/al. 
125, It is a Pſalme made of purpoſe to ſhew the different eſtate 
of the profeſſors of Religion : Thgſe that are wpright, ver, 4. he 
faith, God will continue to doe them good, and They /oall be as 
2n04nt S$iox, and all the gates of hell ſhall not be able to remove 
one of thoſe mountaines :. But becauſe there are many, that like 
Plavets goe the ſame courſe with the other Orbes, and yet. have 
ſome ſecret by-way beſides of their owne, of theſe he fayes, 
T hoſe that tarne aſide into crooked Wayes, God will lead them forth 
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with the workers of iniquity : That is, in the end he will diſcover 
them to be what they are : And though they goe amonglt the 
drove of Profeſſors, like ſheep, yet God will detet them, either 
in this life, or in the life to come, to be Goats : Though they did 
not ſceme to be workers of iniquity, yet God will Ieade them 
forth with them. 

Reaſons why God dealeth thus with them, 

Firſt, becauſe they diſhonour the Root which they profeile 
themſelves to be graffed into ; they profefle themſelves to be in 
Chriſt : Now he is a fruitfull root, full of ſap, and for any to be 
unfruitfull inhim, is a diſhonour to him. When you ſee un- 
Fruitfull branches upon a tree,you blame the root for it ; ſo doth 
the world blame the grace of Chriſt, the profeſſion of Chriſt, 
yea even the root it ſelfe, for the unfruicfulneſſe of the branches, 
Thercfore that they may diſhonour the root. no more, he takes 
them —_— them off from that root they ſeemed to ſtand 
in, and then kfſey run out into all manner of wickedneſle, 

Secondly, becauſe the Husbandman hath no profit by them : 
Heb. 6. The ground that bringeth- forth thorns, and not fruit meet 
for him that areſſeth it, # nigh to curſing, In the 8, of the Cayr. it 
is ſaid, Solomon had a Vineyard, and he let it ont to Keepers, ec. 
He ſpeakes this of Chriſt, of whom So/omon was a Type, and of 
his Church ; and his compariſon ſtands. thus : Solomon being a 
King, and having many Vineyards for his Royalty , (for the 
riches. of antientKings Jay much in husbandry)he let them out ro 
Viae-dreſſers, and they had. fome gaine by them ; But Solomon 


muſt have a thonſan1, and they bat two hundred ; the chiefe gaine- 


was tO come to Solomon, So the Vineyard that God had piant- 
ed here below, he lets it. out to men, and they. ſhall have ſome 
profit by it, you ſhall all have wages for the work you doe ; yet 
ſo as the chicfe gaine muſt returne to God, he muſt have a thou- 
ſand for your two hundred. But when men will have all the 
gains that is in what they. doe, ſetup their owne ends onely, 
and the Husbandman ſhall have none, ſach branches he takes 
away, becauſe they are not for his profit, for itis made a rule 
of equity, 1 Cor, 9. 7. That he that planteth a Vineyard, ſhould eate 
of the frmit of it. | 
Becaufe. of all trees a Vine is good for nothing elſe but to 
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bring forth fruit; as we ſee it expreſſed to us, Ezek., 15, it is 
good for nothing but the fire when it becomes unfruitfull : O. 
ther trees are good for building, to make pins of, but not the 
Vine : And this fimilitude God choſe out, to ſhew that of all 
trees elſe, Profeſſors, if unfruitfuil, are good for nothing, their 
end is to be burned, 

Now if you aske, How God taketh them away ? The degrees 
he doth it by are ſet downe here, ver. 6. 1f a man abide not in me, 
cc. that is, fall away, then 1. They are caſt ozt, and 2, They 
wither, 3. They are gathered, 4. They are barned, 

Firlt, they are caſ? forth,that is, out of the hearts of Gods peo- 
ple, our of their company, out of their prayers, yea and out of 
their ſociety by excommunication often, and many times they 
caſt out themſelves, being given up to ſuch errors, as diſcover 
them to be unſound : As Hymeners and Philetres, they were for- 
ward Profeſſors, ſo that their fall was like to have ſhaken many 
of the fruitfull branches, in ſo much that the Apoſtle was faine to 
make an Apologie about their fall, Nevertheleſſe the foundation of 
God remains ſure, 2 Tim. 2.18. God gave them up to ſuch opini- 
ons and hereſies, as diſcovered their hearts to be rotten and un- 
found : So alſo he gives theſe carnall profeſſors up to ſuch ſinnes 
as will diſcover them. This was the caſe of Cain, he bronghe 
forth ſome frait, for he ſacrificed ; yet becauſe nor in ſincerity, 
he envied his brother, and was given up to murther his brother, 
upon which it is ſaid, that He was caſt ont of the fight of the Lord, 


| Gez. 4.16. that is, caſt out of his Fathers family, and from the 


Ordinances of God there enjoyed, and made a vagabond upon 
the face of the whole earth, which of all curſes is the greatelt : 
orelſe, as was ſaid, they of their owne accord forſake the »fſembly 
of the Saints, The Apoſtle makes this a ſtep ro the fin againſt the 
holy Ghoſt, Heb. 10. 25. he ſaith, That when men forlake the 
aſſemblies and company of the people of God, publique and pri- 
vate, and love not to quicken and ſtir up one another, or begin to 
be ſhye of thoſe they once accompanied, they are in a nigh de- 
orce to that which followes in the next verſe, 7s ſin wilfully after 

they have received the knowledge of the truth. 
S:condly, being thus caſt forth, they wither ; that is, the ſap of 
abilities which they once had, begins to decay ; that life in holy 
duties, 


We”: 19 RY 


UMI 


4 Chriſtians Growth, 


3) 


| n—_—_———_—____—— 


dutics, and in holy ſpeeches, begins to be withdrawn, and their 
leaves begin to fall off, they cannot pray nor ſpeake of holy 
things, as they were wont, Thus it is ſaid of ſuch Profeſſors, 
Jude 12. That their fruit withereth, even here in the eyes of men ; 
for when God caſteth them our, then he withdrawes his Spirit 
from them ; and then, although they come to the Ordinances, 
yet they have no breathings ; they come to Prayer, and the Spi- 
rit of God is departed, and ſo by degrees God withdraws ſap 
from them, till they be quite dead. Thus he dealt with Saul, 
when he had diſcovered himſelfe by ſparing the Amalekites, and 
by perſecuting David, it is faid, The Spirit of God departed from 
him, and he withered ever after, all his gifts vaniſhed, and the 
ſpirit or frame of heart he once had, departed from him, So 
likewiſe they that had not gaized by therr talents, Mat.25.26.their 
talents were taken from them, even in this life,, and the Spirit of 


God, which reſted upon them,reſted upon ſome other that were 


more faithfull, | 

Thirdly, lying long unfruitfull, in the end it is ſaid they are ga- 
thered, Our Tranſlation hath it, Men gather them, which cither 
reſpeAs a puniſhment in this life, that when they are caſt our 
from the fociety of Gods people, wicked men gather them, they 
fall ro thoſe that are naught : Popiſh perſons, or profane Athe- 
ils rake them, as the Phariſees did 74as, when he caſt himſelfe 
out of the ſociety of the Apoſtles. Or elſe it may in a Meta- 
phor rcfer to the life to come ; the eLugels, they are the 
Reapers, they gather them in the laſt day, awd'bind them in bun- 
dies for the fire. n- 

So laſtly, it is ſaid. They are caſt into the fire, and they burne. 
A man would think he needed not to have added that, for being 
caſt into the fire , they muſt needs bxrne : but his meaning is, 
that of all other they make the fierceſt, hotteſt fire, becauſe 
they are trees molt ſeared, and faell fully dry, as the Prophet 
ſpzaks. 

; You then that profeſſe the name of Ghriſt, take heed that you 
be fruitfall branches indeed. I fay to you as the Apoſtle faith, 
Rom: 11. 19, 20, Becauſe of unbeliefe, they were broken off : Thou 
ſtandeſt by faith , be not high minded , but feare. Take hzede 
chat it be fruit that you bring forth, doe all for Goo, 
| make 
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make him your endin all, bring forth more fruit every day, let 
your fruit be riper, and more ſpiritual daily, labour to ſpread, 
and root your ſelves as much downward in'inward holinefſe, as 
you do upward in outwardprofeſſion, and purge your ſelves 
continually, leſt that which is threatned here, befall you, which 
are fearfull things to be ſpoken, and yet concerne many a ſoule, 
The Apolile compares ſuch to zrees twice dead, and pluckt up by 
the roots. You were borne dead in Adam; (ince that you have 
had perhaps ſome union with Chriſt by common graces ; if your 
wither againe, then you are twice dead, and therefore fic for no- 
ching bur to be ſtubbed up, and caſt into the fire. And if any 
ſoule begin to forſake the aſſemblies of the Saints, or be caſt our 
from them, let him looke to himſelfe leſt he wither in the end, 
and be twice dead, and ſo he never come to have life put into 
him againe,rhat is, repent, and return againe : And know this, 
that if you being caſt out by the Church and people of God, | 
break your hearts, ſo that you mourne for your ſinne, as the in- 
ceſtuous Corinthiafi did, it is a figne you are ſuch branches as 
God will yet make fruitfull ; but if beingcaſt out you begin to 
| Wither, as here, the end will be burning. 


UMI 


Fane 


ety a th > > H 


et et» hy. of ef» fo, eh & 
ES RRS IE RTE TIOSR 
HELD OEDS DES 2): Z&OZESOZOEEP OF ESOE OF YO OE Be 


76 ©f5 67556816 $6 0/5575 0,50/5 6/6 60/6075 cp Efe ens NG CPR ONE GA 
SIS CS TICTR T2 ORE SESSION AS US 288 18 40 RES US 48 


ty» ot» eh ts ot, ef» « of 
c "+ Ko e ! © 
5550/2 016 050160150929) Joon 59 


THE FREALDS 
O F 


A CurisTtilans GCrRowrTtn. 


THE FIRST AT 


Jonn 15. 2. 
——Hepurgeth it, that it may bring forth mare fruit, 
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Of Growth in Viviricartrion, and 
bringing forth more fruit, 


nat Lk | 
That all true branches in Chriſt doe grow. 


Rowth iz Grace is the main thing held forth unto 
us in theſe words ; and therefore I make it the 
chief ſubjeR of this Diſcourſe, 

Now as in the work of Sanfification at firlk 
there are two -parts, 2ortification and Vivifica- 
tion ; ſo our progreſſe in that work hath two 
parts alſo apart to be conſidered, and both here in the Text : 

I. A growth in Mortification, or purgiag out of finne, Ho 
prrgeth it, IT 

2. A poſitive growth in holineſſe, and all the fruits of it, That 
it may bring forth mare fruit. 

And my purpoſe is accordingly to treat of theſe two, diſtinR- 
F 


ly 
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ly and apart by themſ-Ives: And although purging our of finne 
is here ficſt mentioned, yet our growth in fruitfalneſſe ſhall have 
the firſt place in the method of handling of them ; both becauſe 
growth in poſitive holineſſe, and bringing forth more fruir, is 
the end and perfeftton of the other, and fo chiefly intended ; the | 
other but ſabſerving untothis, and is accordingly made menti- 

on of here by Chrilt, He pargeth it, [ That ] it may bring forth 

more fruit, : 

Now in handling this firit Head, T ſhall doe three things : 

Firſt, in generall, ſhew, That all rc branches do grow in gr.ice 
and fruitfulneſſe, and the reaſons of it, 

Secondly, propound ſich conſiderations by way of explicatt- 
on, as may conduce to fatisfte the tentations of ſach Chriſt:ans 
as diſcern not their growth herein. | | 

Thirdly, explicate more largely by way of tryall, what it 75 to 
brirg forth more frnit, thereby further ro help Bzleevers to diſcern 
andjudge aright of it. 

My ſcope in this diſcourſe being not ſo much to give meanes 
or motives unto growth,as helps to judge of,and try our growth, 
and prevent ſuch miſtakes herein, as Chriſtians are apt to fall 
into. | | 

Firſt, in generall, to demonſtrate, that all true belecvers doe 
grow mere or leſſe in ſruitfulneſſe. Ithall give both proofes and 
reaſons of it, 

For proofs out of Scripture, thoſe two places Hoſea the 14. 5. 
compared with P/al. 92, where th: holy Ghoſt ſingleth our the 
choiceſt trees and flowers in the world, on purpoſe to expretie the 
Saints fruitfulueſſe, and their growth therein, 

As tuft, to {new the /r74c7 fprireiio up of the new creature, 
as it falls ont upon ſome mers conver{ions, or upon the Saints 
recovery again after falls, he compares. them to the Zillie, Hoſ. 
14.5, whole talk, though long hid in the carth, whea once it 
begins to feel the dew, growecs vp oftentimes in a night, But yet 
a Lilly 1s but a flower, and ſoon decayes. 

Therefore fecondly, ww ithew their perperrity, and fability, to- 
gether with their growth, the Prophet there compares them to 
che Ceaar, whoſe wood rots not, proverbially pur to cexpreſle 
:mmortality ; Digxa Cedro : And which is not onely moſt du- 
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rable, but of all trees the talleſt, and ſhoots up the kighelt, 
Bur yet thirdly, ſuppoſe the new creature be kept under, and 


oppreſſed with tentations and oppolitions, yet to ſhew that ſtill. 


it will grow and ftlourith again : therefore he further compareth 
them to a Palme tree, Which ufſeth to grow, the more weight is 
hung upon it, and ſprouts again, even when it is cut downe to 
the roots, 

Fourthly, to ſhew that they grow with all kinds of growth : 
therfore the Prophet expreſleth their growth both by the ſpread- 
ing of their root, and alfo of the branches, and ſo in a growth 
both upward and downward, He ſpall caſt forth bis rootes as Le- 
banon ; that is, grow inwardly in habituall grace in the hearr, 
and then outwardly ſpread forth their branches,and ſo grow in the 
outward profeſſion of Gods wayes and truth, and externall ho. 
linede in their lives, | NT 

Neither fifthly; is it a growth meerly in 4/4. but alſo in f-nit- 
fulneſſe, and therefore he compares them to the Olive and the 
Fine, (ſo in that place of Hoſea) which are of all trees the 
fruitfulleſt, and moſt uſefn}l to (od and man, 745.9.9,13. 

But yet ſixtly, trees have a flouriſhing time of it bur for ſome 
while, during which, although they may be thus green and fruit- 
full, yet in their age they wither and rot, and their leaves fall 
off, and their fruit decayes : The holy Ghoſt therefore as pre- 
venting this exception to fall out in the Saints growth, he addes, 
P{al.g2. They bring forth frat ſtill in their old age: When nature 
begins to decay, yet grace renewes its [trength ; which if it be 
wondred at, and how grace ſhould grow and multiply, the ſoile 
of our hearts being a ſtepmother to it, From me, ſayes Chriſt, 
thy fruit found,ver, 8. of that 14. of Hoſea, It :s God that gives this 
increaſe, and I will be as the dew to Iſrael, ver.s, 

The reaſons why Chriſtians doe thus grow, are drawn 

Firſt, from Chriſt his being our Head, and we his members, 
Now although clothes though never fo gorgeous, grow not, yet 
members doe. This ſimilitude the Apoſtle uſeth in two places, 
to expreſſethe growth of the Saints, Epheſc4.15,16. and Co/,2.19, 
where he ſaith, . Chriſt #5 a head, from Whom the whole body grows 
vp to him in all things, Now the conſequence of this reaſon wii! 


many wayes appear, 
F 2 Firlt, 
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Chriſts bein” 
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Firſt, if no more but that there might be a conformity of the 
head and members,it was meet we the members ſhould grow, for 
we are predeſiinated to be conformable to the Image of his Sonne, 
Rom. $, Now Chriſt did grow in wiſdome, Luke 1. ult. and 2. 40, 
and 42. and therefore ſo mutt we. 

But ſecondly,as he is our Head, he hath received all fulneſſe to 
that every end that we might grow even to fill all in all, Epheſ.1,ult, 

Now weare empty creatures, at his firſt taking of us, 7oh, 
10.10. I came, fayes Chrilt, chat they might have life, (and not on- 
ly ſorrach as will keep body and ſoul together, as we ſay, 
but) that they might have it more abundantly, Why is grace called 
life, and of lives the molt excellent, but becauſe- it containeth 
all the efſentiall properties of life in it ? Now the main proper- 
ties of life are to move and grow, . The Stars they have a moving 
life, but they grow not ; the Sun increaſeth nor, 'for all its cum- 
bling up and down, as ſnow-balls doe : Plants they have #grow- 
ing life, but they move not out of their place; but in Grace 
there is both. It 1s an ave thing, and it is a growing thing allo ; 
and becauſe the more it is ated the more it grows, therefore its 
growth is expref]zd by its motion. 

Yea thirdly, as his f/zeſſe is for onr growth, fo our growth 
makes up his fz/zeſſe, even the fulzeſſe of Chriſt myſticall, though 
Chrilt perſonall is ſuil without us:therefore the [tature that every 
Chriſtian growes up to, is called, Zphe/. 4. 13. The ftatare of the 
fulneſſe of Chri/?. In like ſpeech to this, Eps.1.23. it is ſaid, that 
his body ts us fulneſſe : and Eph. 4. 13. the growth of thele meme 
bers is ſaid to be the fulneſſe of Chrift : ſo that as Chriſt ſhould be 
an head without a body, if he had no members, and his body a 
Jame body, if he wanted any of thoſe his members : ſo it would 
be found a diſproportioned body, as 1t were, if any of theſe 
members ſhould not grow to that ſtature God hath appointed 
them : So that as there will be plenitudito partiumn, a fulneſſe of 
parts, no member lacking ; ſo alſo plenitudo gradunm, no degree 
of growth wanting in any part, that fo Chriſt who filleth all 
in all, may be fully full. And as there would be a deformity if 
any one ſhould not grow, (as to have a withered member were 
a diſhonour 80 the head) ſo to have any one grow iz immenſum, 
to £00 great aſtature, would breed as great a deformity on = 
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other ſide : therefore he addes, that every member hath its mea» 
ſure, The hand grows according to the proportion of a hand, 
and ſo the reſt;and fo in the 1 2.,ver. he hath ir,thar there 1 a mea- 
ſare ef the ſtature ef the fulneſſe of Chriſf,that every one attains to, 

The ſecond reaſon is taken from God che Father. 

Who firſt hath appointed, as who fhall be members, ſo alſo 
what growth cach of thcſe members ſhall attaine to : therefore 
it is called az increaſing with the increaſe of God, Cel. 2. 19, Other 
parents appoint not whit ſtature their children (hall attaine to, 
but the Lord doth, that when they meet in heaven, there may 
be a proportion in the bocy : as all Chriſts mgmbers were written 
zn Geds book, 10 the growth of them alſo, * 

Secondly, he hath promiſed that they ſhall grow : therefore 
it is ſaid, P/al. 92. They ſpall bring forth fruit in their age, to ſhew 
the Lord u faithfull, which reſpecteth his promiſe ; for faithful- 
neſſe is the fulfttiing a promiſe. 

Thirdly, God the Father hath accordingly appointed meanes 
eo that end, principally that they might grow, 

As firſt, Eph. 4. it is ſaid, be hath given gifts anto men, not 
that they may be converted only, but alſo to bxil4 them np for the 
edifying of the body of Chriſt : he ſpeaks as if that were one maine 


Reaf. 2. 


From God the 
Fathers ap= 
pointmen:, 


end, Therefore the Word is not onely compared to /#ed, that 


begets men, but to milke alſo, that fo babes may groiv, and to 
ſtrong meat, that men may grow, and thus that all ſorts of Chriſti. 
ans may grow. So alſo Sacraments,their principall end is growth, 
and not to convert, but to encreaſe ; as meat puts not life in, bur 
is ordained for growth, where life is already. 

2, He gives his Spirit, which works growth in the hearts of his 
people ; and by him they have a nutritive power conveyed from 
Chriſt ; For it might be ſaid, though there be never ſo much nou, 
riſhment, if they have no power to concoR it, ſtill they cannox 
grow;therefore the Apoſtle ſays,that there is an effectuall working 
zo the meaſure of every part, Eph.4.16. the ſame power working ta 
us, which raiſed np Jeſus Chriſt from death to life, Zph.1.19. 

The laſt reaſon is taken from the Sainrs themſelves; they 
could not otherwiſe enter into heaven ; which I take from that 
place, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye 
Cannot enter into the Kingdome of Heaven, He ſpeaks this ta his 
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Diſciples, who were converted before ; but faith Chrilt, unlefle 
ye grow, ( there being a farther meature appointed you uf my 
Father) you cannot enter into heaven, There is therefore as 
great a neceſlity to grow, ast0 be borne againe, Or elſe we cannot 
enter into Heaven. 
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Anexplication how the Saints doe grow : many conſide- 
rations to ſatisfie thoſe that diſcern not their Growth, 


Aving given you the reaſons, T will now explicate the | 
oint. ; 

| Ani that chiefly for the ſatisfation of thoſe whoſe maine 
doubts and troubles about their eſtate, are occaſioned by their 
want of diſcerning themſelves to grow, and ſo call into queſtion 
the work begun, becauſe not carryed on ſo ſenſibly unto perfeRi. 
as they expect and delice. 

Their objeRtions are many and divers. 

They fay, when they were young, they then had more ſpiri- 
en2ll enlivenings, and quicknefſe of afteftions, more joy in du- 
ties, &c, that formerly they had more zeal in what they did for 
the good of others, and more fruit of their labours ; that here- 
tofore they have ſpent more time in duties, in conference, and 
hearing, &c, that others ſtart up, who have more erace the firſt 
Cay, then they have been getting many years, Yea they are ſo 
far from diſcerning that they grow, that they rather think that 
they fall back, and therefore fear even the truth of grace in 
them, becauſe all beleevers grow. - 

Now the ſcope of all which I ſhall fpeak of this argument, will ; 
tend to this, to help fuch to diſcern and judge aright of their | 
eſtates herein, and to free them from ſuch miſtakes and errours | 
as their objeRions are uſually founded upon, 

x. Confideratis - And firſt, concerning this kind of tentation and trouble, let 
01 in general, me premiſe this one Obſervation, concerning what ſort of con- 
perts this temptation is aptelt to ſeize on, 

You all know, that there are two more eminent and conſpi- 
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cuons manner of converſtons of Golds people ufuall in che 


Church, The converſion of ſome is more ſuJden and apparent, 
like the bringing of o/eph ont of a dungeon, into a marvellous 
glorious light, 1c is with a ſudden change, which therefore is ac. 
companiecd with a mighty violent inundation, and land-floud of 
humiliation for fine, encreaſed with many gracious enlarge- 
ments and dews from heaven, which afterwards abating, and 
che ſtream ſetling and growing, lefſe, and comming to an ordi- 
nary channel], and fatling but unto ſo much as the naturall ſpring 
of grace (as I may fo callit) will ſerve to feed, they then begin 
co call all icto queltion for their want of growth. Ochers onthe 
contray, whoſe converſion hath been inſenſible, and carryed on 
with a {till and quiet ſtream, and have had a more leiſurely, 
gentle thaw ; and their change from darkneſfſe to light hath not 
been ſudden ; but as the breaking forth of the morning, ſmall ac 
firſt, and not diſcernable at what time day began then to break ; 
theſe on the contrary are exerciſed rather about the truth of the 
work begun, about the work of converſion it ſelfe, and the right 
beginning of all at firſt;bur their tentations ariſe not from a want 
of growth ſo munch, for this to them is more evident and ſenſible, 
being like the morning light which growes clearer and clearer to the 
perfect day, Prov. 4. 

Now obſerve the different condition of theſe two forts ; The 
former of theſe hath a more apparent work at firft, to ſhew, as 
the evidence of their eſtate , but are apt through deſertions, 
negles, and carnall preſumption to call into queſtion their 
progreſle in it,- and from thence tg queſtion the truth of that 
firſt work begun. The other on the contrary ſees a conſtant 
ſpring and ſtream increaſing, but cannot ſhew the Well.head, 
or when or where the ſpring began. So that ſo apparent a 
worke of grace begun, would become matter of afſurance 
to the one,but is checked with want of diſcerning growth anſwe- 
rableto ſuch beginnings. But an apparent growth, and faſt go- 
ing up of the building, comforts the other, but yer ſo as they 
ſtill are apt to queſtion whether the foundation of ſuch a building 
be well and ſurely laid ; that they are going on further to per- 
feRion, this they clearly ſee, but whether they come in at the 
right gate, or no, that is the ſcruple which exerciſcth their ſpirits, 
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2, Conſid, 


Thus hath our wiſe God, as in the work of his providence, ſo of 
his grace, /et the one againſt the other, as Solomon ſpeaks, that unto 
bath theſe there might be occaſion of excerciſe left, that neither 
might confide in any workes wrought upon them, bur flie alone 
to Chriſt ; and that neither ſhould rejoyce againſt the other, or 
be diſcontented with that way, wherein God hath dealt with 
them. 

In the ſecond place, there are ſome conſiderations to be added 
concerning a Chriſtians diſcerning his ſpiritual! growth, which 
will be profitable to the thing in hand, 

As firſt, that ozr growing in grace is 2 myſterie to be apprehen« 
ded by faith, rather then by /ez/e ; our fpirituall life it ſelfe is 
carryed along by faith, much more the diſcerning the increaſe 
ofir, Yea and it being carryed on by contraries, as by falls and 
deſertions, and cven by our own opinions of our decreaſe;there« 
fore it is rather diſcerned by faith, then ſenſe, for faith z5 the evi- 
dence of things not ſeexe, 

Secondly, the eager deſire that many Chriſtians have to have 
more grace, together with them, their going on to diſcerne 
more and more their wants, (which in ſome reſpe& is a growth) 
theſe doe Keepe them from thinking that indeed they doe 
grow. There z (as Solomon ſayes) that maketh himſelfe poor, 
and hath great riches, Prov. 13. 7. becauſe he enlargeth his 
defires fl}, therefore ſtill he thinks himſelf poor, So hungry 
and greedy Chriſtians, looking ſtill .co what they want, and 


not to what they have, are [till complaining and unthankfull, 


If thou wouldſt diſcern thy growth, doe not compare the copie 
with thy writing, but rather thy writing now with thy writing 
at the firſt ; For this is a ſure rule, that the becter thou learnett 
ro write, the betrer copic doth God daily ſet thee that is, 
gives thee to ſee more {iriftneſie in the rule, and fo ſtill mayft 
think that thou wanteſt as much, and art as far ſhort as at firſt, if 
thus thou comparelt thy felt with aothirg bur thy ſight of the 
rule if ſeife, 

The third Conſideration, that if growth ar any time be made 
ſep{ible, and be diſcerned by ſenſe, yet fo as after a while jt is not 
ſo diſcernable as that great change was which was made upon a 
mans firſt conyertion ; the reaſons whereof are, 

1, For 
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1. For at firſt converſion, the change was ſpecificall, wholly W; 


from want of grace, unto beginnings of grace : but the change 
in our growth afterwards is but gradxall, that is, but addition of 
more degrees onely, of ſomething of the ſame kind ſtill : and 
therefore it doth not ſo eminently nffet the heart, as the change 
at firſt converſion doth. To be trarflated out of a Priſon to a 
Kingdome, as 7oeſeph was, wou'd affeft more, then to have new 
Kingdomes added to one that is a King already, as eAlexan. 
der had, 

2. Becauſe then the newneſſe makes a great impreſſion : One 
that begins anew to ſtudy any Art, his growth is ſenſible, be- 
cauſe every thing he reads is new ; when 2s afterwards in his 
reading he meets with the ſame thing againe and againe,and with 
new notions but now and then, and yct he {tndijes, it may be 
harder,and learns what he knew before more perfeRly, and adds 
new to his old. : 

A fourth Conſideration to diſcern thy growth, there muſt be 
timeallowed ; For the time, fayes the Apoltle, rhey might have 
been teachirs, Heb. 5.12. implying, they mult have had time to 
grow up to perfeftion, Chriſtians doe not grow diſcernably till 
after ſome ſpace, The Sunne goes up higher and higher, but we 
diſcerne not its progreſle, till after an hours motion. Things 
molt excellent, have the ſlowelt growth ; bul raſhes grow falt, 
but they are weaker kind of plants ; herbs, and willows, and 
alder-trees grow faſt, but full of pith ; Oakes more ſlowly, yet 
more ſolidly, and in the end attain to a greater bulk, 

Fifthly, conſider the growth it ſelfe ; there may be a great 
difference thereof in ſeverall men : You heard that every man 
hath a meaſure appointed to which he muſt grow, but men are 
brought to this fulneſle ſeverall wayes, which makes a difference 
in their growth, 

Firſt, Some have the advantage of others, at firſt ſetting out ; 
God gives them a great ſtock of grace at firſt, and that for theſe 
cauſes : 

T1. When there is a preſent uſe of them ; Pan! was the /xſ? of 
the Apoſtles, borne ont of time, as himſelf complaines, as one that 
was ſet toſchoole long after the reſt of the Apoſtles, and yer 
came not behind any of them in grace, becauſe God was to uſe 
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him preſently, To ſome God gives five talents,to others but rwo 
ſo that he that hath five, hath as much given him art firſt, as he 
that had but two had with all his gains, all his life time, 

2, When a man is converted late, as he that came into the 
Vineyard at the eleventh hour, was furniſhed with abilities to 
doe as much as the reſt, for they all received but a penny. 

Secondly,in the manner of their growth, ſome have advantage 
of others. | 

1, Some grow without. intermiſſion, as that great Apoſtle, 
and the Coloſſians, who from the firſt day they heard of the Goſpel, 
brought forth fruit, (ol. 1.15. Others have rubs, and for ſome , 
ime of their lives ſtand at a ſtay : And thus ſome doe, preſently | 
after their ſirſt converſion, as the Church of Epheſus, who fe/ 

Heb, 5. ult. from her firſt love : Others in old age,as the Hebrews,who When for 
the time they might have taught others, were (o far caſt behind, that 
they had zeed Z taught againe the firſt principles of Religion. 
Meaſure therefore not ſo your growth by a piece of your lives, 
\ but by comparing your whole life together. 
2. Some die ſooner, and therefore God fits them for heaven 
© ſooner. Dorcas dyed rich in good Workes, Stephen dyed full of the 
holy Ghoſt, Act. 9. Itis with ſeverall Chriſtians, as with ſeverall , 
Plancts : the Moon goes her courſe in a moneth, the Sun in a yeer, 
_ reſt in many years, ſo as often they that live ſhorteſt grow 
faſteſt. 
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What it is to bring forth more fruit, explicated Nega- 
tively by removing many miſtakes, 


Er us now ſee what it is wherein Chriſtians may be ſaid to 
grow, that ſo you may be able to diſcerne What it #5 to bring 
forth more fruit. 

And this I will explicate two wayes. Firlt, negatively, what 
it is not to bring forth more fruit really, though in appearance 
and in ſhew it be a growth in fruit, which occaſions many mi- 
ſtakes, Os TED 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, poſitively, what it is truly to brins forth more 
fruit, 

For the firſt, Firſt, to grow is not onely or chiefly ro grow in 
2ifts, or abilities, as to preach, and pray, &c. bur to encreaſe in 
graces: in gifts onely, ſo Reprobates may grow ; yea, and ſo 
true Beleevers may grow, and yet not bring forth more fruit : 
The Corinthians grew faſt this way in reſpe& of gifts, they were 
enriched in all utterance and knowledge, and came behind in no gift, 
I Cor. 1.7. and yet he tells them, that they were babes and 
carnall, Chap«3. 2, 3. And therefore in the 12. Chap. after he had 
ſpoken of gifts, and endeavouring to excell therein, (as they did) 
he tells them that indeed they were things to be deſired, and 
therefore exhorts them 70 cover the beſt gifts ; but, yet, ſayes he, 
T ſhew unto you a more excellent Way, in the laft ver. of that 12. 
Chapter, And what was that ? It followes in the 13, Chip. even 
true grace, charity, love to God, and love of onr brethren : Adram 
of that is, ſayes he, worth a pound of the beſt fruit of gifrs. And 
ſo his diſcourſe, Chap. 13. doth begin, ver. 1. Though 7 ſpeak 
with tongues of men and Angels, yet if Thave not charity, &c, Gifts 
are given for the good of others,to edifie thens eſpecially, 1 Cor. 1 2.7, 
but Graces, as /ove, faith, and humility, theſe are given to ſave a 
mans own ſoul; and therefore therein is the true growth : Yer 
as concerning this, I will propound a Cantion or two. 

Indeed, growth in gifts,together with growth in SanQification 
running along with it, will increaſe our account, for God will 
crown his own gifts in us, if as they come from Chritt, ſo they 
be uſed in him, and for him in our intentions ; but otherwiſe 
they puffe up and hinder, They ſerve indeed to ſet out, and gar- 
niſh the fruit, and to help forward the exerciſe of graces; they 
are good fruit diſhes, to ſet the frait forth : Burt if grace grow 
not with them, we bring not forth much fruit, for at beſt they 
are but bloſſomes, not fruit. 

Again, men are indeed to indeavour to grow in theſe gifts of 
memory, and inſtruting others, and conferences, &c. As was 
ſaid to T:mothy, Let thy profiting appear to all, 1 Tim,4.15. and to 
the Corinthians, Covet the beſt gift , eſpecially whilſt you are 
young ; yet we are not {imply thereby to take an eſtimate of our 


growth. 
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Though this let me withall adde, that ofcen by. increaſing in 
grace, a man increaſeth in gifts, and for want of increaſing in 
grace, gifts alſo doe decay. The Talents being uſed faithfuily, 
were doubled, and unfaithfully, were leflencd, 

And this conſideration may help to anſwer ſome doubts and 
objeRions which ſome Chriſtians have about their growth, as 
b: cauſe they cannot pray ſo well as others, nor doe ſo much 
ſervice to the Saints as ſome doe, therefore they bring forth 
lefſe fruit. Thou maycſt bring more fruit for all that, if thou 
walkeſt humbly in thy calling, and prayeſt more fervently, though 
lefſe notionally, or eloquently, By how much the more we are 
bumble, prize our ſelves lefſe by them ; and uſe them in Chriſt, 
and for Chriſt, ſceing they come all from him : the more we are 
conterted to want them, and not envie others that have them ; 
ſo muck the more fruit we bring forth, even in the want of ſuch 

ifts. 

, Againe, decay in gifts, as in old age, doth not alwayes hinder 
men from bringing forth more fruit. As, although they cannot 
remember a Sermon fo well as they had wont, nor preach with 
that vigour, and vivacity, and quickneſle when they are old, nor 
be ſo active, ſtjrring, forward, it followes not that they bring not 
forth more fruit. David when he was old, could not governe 
the Kingdome, nor doe the Church that ſervice he had done 
formerly, yet true fruit he might grow in, in regard of his perſo- 
nall carriage towards G94 for his own falvation, A Muſitian 
when he is young, is able to ſing ſweetlier then when he is old ; 
or when his vigour decayes, his jzoynts grow lame, he cannot play 
as he had wont; yet ſti]] he may grow a better Mouſitian,and have 
more skill, and ſet better. Aﬀetions, the quickneſſe of them de- 
pends much upon bodily ſpirits. 

Secondly, our bringing forth more fruit, it is not to be meaſu- 
red {imply by our ſuccefle towards others in the ex2rciſe of thoſe 
gifts (thongh that be called fat alſo : ſo Fer.17. 10. they are 
called the fruit of or doings : there are our doings, and the fruits 
of our doings ; that is, the ſucceſſe which our examples, or gifts, 
or graces, have upon others; and ſo the converſion of the ſouls 
of men by the Apoltles is called by Chriſt rbeir frait, John 15.16.) 
yet ſimply by this we are not to reckon our growth: for in _ 

cetle 
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ceſſe towards others in the exerciſe of thoſe gifts /though thar 
be called fr1it alſo : fo Fer, 17. 10, they are called the frnit of our 
doing : there are our doings, and the fruits of our doings ; that 
is, the ſuccefſe which our ex2mples, or gifts, or graces, have upon 
others ; and fo the converſion of the ſouls of men by the A- 
poltle is called by Chriſt rheir frnir, Fohn 15.16.) yet ſimply by 
this we are not to reckon our growth : for in ſucccfſe and exer- 
ciſe of gifts, a man. may decreaſe when he growes older, and ſo 
ſee lefle fruit of his labours them formerly, or haply he may be 
laid afide ; fo fayes the Bapt.ſt of himſelf, 7 muſt decreaſe, John 
2.30. 7ohn, when Chriſt came to preach, had lefle commings in : 
And in this reſpe&, old Chriſtians, and ancient Miniſters, may 
decreaſe, and young ones increaſe, and yet they decay not in 
grace ; for there are Gods workes 1n 145, and Gods workes with 5 : 
Now Gods Werk with #5 in doing good to others, may be le, 
when yet his workes 1x2 14 may be more : for as there are diver/;- 
ties of gifts, 10 of operations, 1 Cor. 1M. The holy Ghoſt may uſe 
one of lefſe grace to doe more good then one of more, though 


herein this caution is to be added, that he delights uſually to ho. 
nour thoſe of molt ſincerity, with molt ſucceſſe ; as in that emi- / 


nent Apoſtle, Pal, the grace of God was more in him, and ſo 
wrought more with him in doing much good to others, 1 Cor. 
15.10. and God alſo will reward according to the frnit of our do- 
7ngs, a5 Jer. 17. 10. when our deſires are enlarged to doe much 
good, and we intended and aimed to doe that good which is 
done : there it is added there, in that Fer. 17. Whoſe heart thor 
kioweft, When he ſees the heart clearly enlarged to doe much 
g00d, then the fruit that is done is reckoned him as his ; other- 
wiſe what ever it be he doth by us, he will reward but according 
to eur workes, as CONCurrent with his. So 1Cor. 3.8. the Apoſtle 
upon this occaſion intimates, that ſeeing it'is God that gives the 
increaſe, he ſayes, that God will reward men according to their [own 
labours ; not ſimply according to his workes by them : as if 
God doth not goe forth with a Miniſter, whoſe heart is much 
ſetto doe good, and to convert ſoules, to doe ſo much good 
by him as with another, who is in his own ſpirit lefle zealous ; 
yet if his heart was large in deſires, and his endeavours great 


to doe good, God will reckon more fruit to him then to ano- 
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ther that had fewer endeavours, though more ſucceſſe, 


Thirdly, this growth in grace, and bringing forth more fruit, 
is not ſimply to be reckoned by the largeneſſe or ſmallneſſe of 
thoſe opportunities which men have of doing more or leſſe 
good, and ſo, By the bringing forth of more fruit, in reſpe& of 
more opportunities vouchſafed. Some that have more grace, 
and better gifts, have their ſhop- windowes ſhut, night overtakes 
them, and the power of darkyxe(ſe, as it did Chrilt himſelfe in the 
end, and then they cannot Work, Others have lefſer ſhops to work 
in, and yet have more grace ; yea, the ſame man may have larger 
opportAanities when young, and lefler when he is old, and yet 
growes, and brings forth before God more fruit, becauſe he 
accepts the will for the deed : So the Baptilt was hindred in his 
latter time in priſon, when yet he brought forth more fruit, and 
therefore he envied not Chriſt that got all his caſtome, his hea- 
rers and Diſciples, but rejoyced that the work went forward, 
though not by himſelf: here was as much grace expreſſed, as in 
many Sermons. So Parl, he was much of his time in priſon, yet 
then he ceaſed not to bring forth more fruit that ſhould tend to 
his ſalvation, for Phil. 1. 15, 16. when as he being in priſon, he 
heard others preached, and that out of envie to him, others 
out of good will, 7in priſon rejoyced, ſayes he, that Chriſt 12 
preached, though I cannot*doe it my felfe : and 7 kyow, ſayes he, 
that this ſhall turn to my ſul vation, ver, 19, Theſe fruits were as 
much, and would bring him in as much glory as his preaching, 
Indeed when a man ſhall prize opportunities of doing good, 
and for them voluntarily ler goe all opportunities of advancing 
himſelf and his credit, or eaſe, or carnall advantages, then the 
more fruit he brings forth in thoſe opportunities, the more is 
reckoned on his ſcore. | 

Fourthly, it is not alwayes to be meaſured by acceſſary graces, 
as joy, and ſpirituall raviſhment,8&c. which tend to the bee eſſe, 
the comfort of a Chriſtian : bur it is to be eſtimated rather by 
thoſe ſubſtantiall graces, as faith, humility, love, ltrong and ſolid 
affeftions to what is good. The other may decreaſe, when 
cheſe that are more ſubltantiall doe increaſe. Theſe ſweet blooms 
may fall off, when fruit comes on ; though the gloſſe wear out, 
no matter, ſo the ſtuffe be ſtrong and ſubltantiall, Young Chri- 
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ſtians grow like new inſtruments ; they have more varniſh then 


old, but not ſo ſweet a ſound, Yea, often the decreaſing of thoſe 
ſuperadded graces are a means of the encreaſe of the other:want 
of feeling cauſeth more exerciſe of faith, as taking away bladders 
exerciſe a man to ſwim : One that hath bladders, and the ſtream 
with him, ſeemes to ſwim as well and as faſt as one that hath 
learned long, and hath more kill and ſtrength, but wanteth 
theſe, and ſwims againſt the ſtream, yet not ſofaſt, Spirituall 
withdrawings cauſe more humility, more cleaving ro God. A 
man, as the Leper cleanſed, haply at the firſt leaps more, but goes 
as faſt afterward. 

Fifthly,ir is not increaſing in outward profefſing,and a ſeeming 
forward, but eſpecially in inward and ſubſtantiall godlineſle ; the 
other is but as increaſing in leaves ; bat in growth, there muſt be 
a bringing forth more fruzr, When the root ſtrikes not deeper 
downward, and farther into the earth, but ſpreads much up- 
ward in the branches, this is not a true growth; thouzh look 
where there is more rooting, there will be more ſpreading alſo 
above ground, Growth, it lics not in this, That men ſhould 
thinks of me above What I am indeed, 2 Cor, 12, 6. Many at firſt 
grow into ſo great a profeſſion, as they cannot fill up, and grow 
up to all their dayes ; make bigger cloathes then they can grow 
to fill : As they ſay of Elephants, that the skinne is as big at firſt, 
as ever after, and all their life time their fleſh growes but up to 
fill their skinne'up. True growth begins at the vitalls, the heart, 
the liver, the bloud gets ſoundneſle and vigour, and ſo the whole 
man outwardly ; this heart Godlinefſe is the thing you mult 
judge by. 

And yetfixtly, even in inward affeRions many be deceived : 
even there the party for Chriſt in appearance may be greater 
then in truth. Sooften in a young Chriſtian, there is a greater 
army of affeions muſtered, but moſt of them but mercenaries ; 
his afteRions are then larger, his joyes greater, his ſorrowes vio- 
lenter then afterwards : More of his heart joynes in duties at 
ficſt ; but afterwards, though leſſe, yet more ſpiritually and 


truly. The objeRs being then new, draw all after them ; not 


onely Spirit, or that new principle of grace is ſtirred then, but 


fieſpalſo. The unregenerate part becomes a Temporary Belecuer 
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for atime, hath a work upon it pcr redundantiam, as an unrege- 
nerate man hath who is a Temporary : which work on the unre- 
generate part doth decay, as in Temporaries it doth, and grows 
lefſe : not onely godly ſorrow is ſtirred to mourne for ſinne, 
but carnall ſorrow being awakned by Gods wrath, joynes alſo, 
and ſo makes the ſtreame bigger. Infidelity it ſelfe, like $inez 
Magus, for a while beleeves. Whillt the things of grace are a 
wonder to a man, (as at firſt they are) preſumption joynes and 
eckes out faith ; a great party 7 the heart cleaves by flattery, 
(as the phraſe is in Daxze/) and for by-ends, which after ſome 
progreſle fall oft and faint in the way ; and thoſe luſts that over 
and above their true mortification were further caſt into a 
ſwoune, begin againe to revive. All this was reſembled to us by 
the comming of the Children of Iſrael out of Egypt, when by 
thoſe plagues in Egypt, and 2o/es his call, not onely the Iſrae- 
lites, but even many of the Egyptians were wrought upon, and 
began ozt of ſelf- love to feare the Lord, Exod.9.20, and'ſo u mixed 
multitude, it is ſaid, went out with the Iſraelites, Exol. 20,38, 
ro ſacrifice to the Lord ; but ere long, as Neamb. 11. 4. this mixt 
multitude began to murmur, and to fall oft : So ata mans fiſt 
ſerting our, at h's firſt converſion, mixt carnall affeRions, the un- 
regenerate part, through the newneſle of the objeas, and im- 
preſſion of Gods wrath, and heavenly raviſhments, are wrought 
upon, and goe out with the new Ilirael to ſacrifice, but after a 
while theſe fall away, and then the number is leſſe ; but the true 
Iſraelites may be encreaſed. Hence it is, that young Chriſtians, 
(if they know their hearts) complain more of hypocryſie, and 614 
Chriſtians of deadreſſe. So in times of peace, preſumption ecks 


out faith, and makes it ſeeme a great deale, which in times of . 


deſcrtion and tryal, falls off; and then though the beleeving 
partie be leſſe, yet more ſincere. When the fire is firlt kindled, 
there is more ſmoke, even as much as fils the houſe ; bur after 
the flame comes, that contracts all into a narrow compaſie, and 
-hath more heat in it: Soitisin young Chriltians, their affcRi- 
ons, (which Chtilt compares to the /moaking flax) their joy in 
duties, their ſorrow for ſinne, their love oft God 41s more, but 
exceedirgcarnal ; the flame after, though leſſe, growes purer, 
and le{fe mixt with vapours of corrupt ſelt-love, 
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Seventhly we mult not meaſure our bringing forth more fruit 
by one ſome kind or tort of duties, but by 6ur growth in godli- 
nefle, in the univerſall extent and latitude of it, as it takes in and 
comprehendeth the duries of both callings, generall and particu- 
lar, and all the durics of a Chriſtian, Thus it may be when grown 
up we are lefſe in ſome ſort of dutics, then we were when we 
were young Chriſtians : Hap'y we were more then in praying, 
in faſting, and reading, and meditating, yea ſpent the molt (if 
not the whole) of our time in theſe; But becanſe now we ſpend 
Icfle time in theſe, we muſt not ſay therefore that we are fallen, 
or decayed :' for there are many other duties to be done beſides 
theſe, which haply then we negle&ed, but now make conſcience 
of, So that take all forts of duties in the latitude of them, and 

ze may be growne more, and do bring forth more fruit, Per- 
haps we bring forth leile fruit of ſome one kind then afore, but 
if we be filled with all variery of fruits of the firſt and ſecond 


table of our generall and particular callings, this is to bring forth 


more fruit, Men at their firſt converſion are neceflicated often 
for to ſpend their whole. time in ſuch duties wherein they 
immediately draw nigh to God : Paul then ſpent three whole 
dayes in faſting and prayer : And then we allow them to doe it, 
becauſe their eſtates require it; they want aſſurance, and eſta- 
bliſhment, they ſee grace to be that oxe thing neceſſary, and there- 
fore we give them leave to neglect all things for it ; they are new 
married to Chriſt, and therefore they are not to be preſſed to 
war the firſt yeare, (as I may fo aliude) as for young. marryed 
perſons it was provided in Leviticus; and parents and maſters 
are to give allowance to ſuch, then in their travell of their new 
birth to lye in, and not to be cruell to them, in denying them 
more time then ordinary. So alſo when they are in deſertion, 
(which is a time of fickneſle, and in fickneſſe you allow your ſer- 
vants time from their work) as the Church, when ſhe wanted 
her Beloved, Carr. 3. 2. no wonder if ſhe leaves all to ſeek him : 
As your ſelves, when you want a child or a ſervant, you cry him 
in every ſtreet, and leave ail to find him, as he lefc ninety nine to 
find one loſt ſheep. And they then come new out of priſon, out 


of their naturall eſtate, and out of the freſh apprehenſion of the . 


wrath of God, and therefore no wonder if they run ſo falt ro 
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haſte out of it, and ſalute none by the way, {tay to doe no buſi- 
nefle ; but when once they are gotten to the City of refuge, then 
they fall about their buſineſſe and callings againe, Hence young 
Chriſtians are apt to be more negligent in their particular cal- 
lines, and arc all for the duties of Religion, for their preſent di- 
ſiretle and eſtate requires it : Ancienter Chriſtians are apt to 
abound more in the duties of their particular calling ;. but he 
that hath learnt to be converſant in both aright, to be converſant 
in his calling, ſo as to keep his heart up in communion with Gud, 
and ſo attend upon God without diſtraftion, and to be conver- 
ſant ſo in duties, as to goe about his calling cheerfully, and to doe 
with al! bis might that his hand therein finds to doe, he is the belt 
Chriſtian : And therefore 1 Theſ. 4,10, when he had cxhorted 
them to encreaſe more and more in grace, he goes on, ver. 11. 
to exhort them allo ro doe their owne buſineſſe, and to work_with 
their hauas, that they may walk honeſtly towards them without : for 
to neglR our callings, gives oftence to them without ; and there- 
fore maſters ſtumble at young Chriſtians : but both, you fee by 
the Apoliles exhortation in that Epiltle, may ſtand together, in- 
creaſing in holineile, of which he had ſpoken afore, Chap. 3. 12. 
and Chap. 4. 1. and ver. 10. with diligence in a calling, of which 
he ſpeaks, ver.11. &c. To be converſant all day in holy duties, 


is indeed more fw.et to a mans felfe, and is an heaven upon 


earth ; but to be converſant in our callings, is more profitable to 
others, and ſo may gloriftic God more: And therefore as when 
Paul would gladly have been with Chriit, (for that 5 beſt for me, 


ſayes he) yet fayes he, To abide here 755 more profitable for von, 


Phil, 1.0 to injoy immediate communion with God in Prayer, 
and to meditate all the week long, is more for the comfort of 
a mans particular ; but to be employed in the bulineſſe of a mans 
calling, the more profitable for the Church, or Common- wealth, 
or Family. And therefore it is to be accounted a bringing forth 
of more fruit, when both arc joyned, and wiſely ſubordinated, 
ſo as the one is not a hindrance to the other : though the child 
ont of love to his mother, and the ſweetneſſe he hath in her com- 
pany, could find in his heart to ſtay all day at home to look on 
her ; yet it pleaſeth her more for him to goe to ſchoole all day, 
and at night, to come home and be with her, and play with her; 

and 
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and ſhe then kifleth him, and makes much of him. Children 


when they are young, thcy eate often, and doe little, and we ' 


allow them to doe fo; afterwards you fect them to work, and 
to ſchoole, and reduce them to two good meals, and they thrive 
as well with it. 


Da 


Quay, LY 


What it ts to bring forth more fruit, explicated poſi weul, 
wherein many dired tryalls of Growth are given. 


Hus I have (hewne you negatively, what this growth is not 

to be meaſured by, and ſo by way of intimation wherein 
it conſiſts ; I will ſecondly doit more poſitively, and direQly, 
and affirmatively. 

Firſt, we grow, when we are led on to execiſe new graces, 
and ſo to adde one grace to anether, as the Apoitle Peter exhorts ; 
23S When in our knowledge we are led into new truths, and have 
anſwerable aff:Rions running along with thoſe diſcoveries to- 
wards the things revealed, Ac firlt a Chriſtian doth not exerciſe 
all graces, though all are radically in him : But as a man lives 


firſt the life of a plant, then of ſenſe, then of reaſon, ſo is it in . 
Graces. There are many formes Chriſtians go through, as ſcho- 


lars at ſchoole doe,wherein their thoughts are in a more eſpeciall 
manner taken up about divine objeAs of an higher or inferiour 
nature. The firſt formezis to teach them to know their ſin« 
fulneſle of heart and life more ; and ſo they goe to ſchoole to 
the Law, and are ſet to ſtudy it, even ofcentimes a good while 
after converſion, and faith begun ; and then after they have 
I:arned that leflon throughly, they are led up higher to have 
their faith drawn out, and to be exerciſed about free grace more, 
a1d towards Chriit his perſon, union with him, and about the 
art and way of drawing vertue from him, and doing all in him, 
And herein it falls out with particular Chriſtians, 3 as with the 
Church in generall ; that as although the moſt infant dayes of 
the Church from Adews time.in the old world had the know- 
ledge of all Fundamentals, neceſſary to ſalvation, yer God went 
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over moavutzens, piecemeale, Heb. 1.1. Age after Age, to inſtruct 
his Church in a larger knowledge of thoſe Fundamenta's : So is 
it in Gods dealing with particular Chriſtians, though a B-leever 
in his converſion hath the ſubltance of all theſe taught him, yer 
he goes over them by pieceme3le againe, throuzhour his. whole 
life; and hath often ſuch a diſtin apprehenſion rcnewed of 
them, as if he had not knowne or minded them afore : And 
ſometimes his thoughts doe dwell more about the empryneſſe 
of his owne righteouſneſie, ſometimes abour that fulneſle is in 
Chriſt, ſometimes more about the ſpirituall ſtriftneſſe he ought 
to walk in : And becauſe ſome are apt to give up the old work, 
when they have new ; hence that which is indeed bur growth in 
grace in them, many account to be but their firſt converſion ; 
rhough every ſach eminent addition be to be accounted as a con- 
verſion, as Ch:ilt ſpeaks to his Diſciples, Except ye be converted ; 
yet they were converted afore. Now the purpoſe I ſpeak this 
for, is anhelpto difcerne our growth; for when God thus is 
[-ading us with farther light and affeRion to a larger apprehen- 
ſion of ſpirituall things, or to the trying new graces, fo long we 
grow. Therefore Caxr, 7. alt, the Church is ſaid to /ay wp for her 
beloved fruits new an4old: | And Rom.5. from patience a man 
is led to expcrience, from experience to hope. As wicked men are 
led on from one fiane to another, and {6 grow worſe and 
worle ; ſo godly men from one grace to another: and when it 
is ſo with us, then we encreaſe. 

Secondly, when a man finds new degrees of the ſame grace 
added, and the fiuits of them grow bigger and more plentifull ; 
as when a mans love grows more fervent, as 1 Pet, 4. 8. when 
faith, from mans caſting it ſelfe on Chriſt, comes to find ſweet- 
neſſe in Chriſt, which zx 70 eate his fleſh, and drink his blood ; and 
then from that growes further up to an aſſzraxce of faith, which 
is an addition toit: When any thing that was lacking in faith, 
(as ti.e Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 The. 3. 10.) is added, So when a man 
grow's up to more ltrergth of faith in temptations, and ts leſſe 
moved and ſhaken in them, more roored in faith, as the Apoltle 
ſpeaks, Thus in godly ſorrow, when from monrning for ſin as 
contrary to Gods holinefſc, we goe on to mourn for it as eon- 
trary to him who loves us, which followes upon aſſurance, as they 
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mourned over him which once they hal pierced : not onely that we 
mourne that we ſhould offend a God hath ſo much mercy in 
him, bur our of a ſenſe of it to us, which many cannot finde : fo 
when our motives to hate finne grow more raiſed, more ſpiritu- 
all, theſe are additions of the ſame degree, So in Prayer, when 
we finde our prayers to grow more ſpiritual), as in that part of 
Prayer, Confeſſion, when more ſpirituall cortuptions are pur into 
our confeſfions; and ſo in like manner, ſtronger grounds of 
faith pur into deprecation, and petitions for pardon ; more en- 
{largedneſſe to thankfulnefle ; more zeale to pray for the 
Churches ; when we go on to pray with all prayer more, 2s the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, Ephe/. 6. 18. Oc in obedience, when we abennd 
more and more in the work of the Lord, as Rev. 2, 9. it is ſaid of 
that Church, that their laſt works Were more then the firſt ; (9 as 
the boughes are laden, and we are filled with the fruits of r1ghteon/- 
neſſe, Phil. 1. 

Thirdly, when the fruits and duties we performe grow more 
ripe, more ſpirituall though leſT: juycic ; that is, lefſe affeio- 
nate : and though they grow not in bigneſſe, nor m number, that 
is, we pray not more, nor longer ; yet they grow more ſavoury, 
more ſpirituall, more compa and ſolid. Ic is not fimply the 
multitude of performances argue growth : When one is ſick, 
and his body is decayed, he may be lefſe in duties ; bur it is the 
ſpiritualneſle, the holinefſe of them : One ſhort Prayer put up 
in faith, with a broken heart, is in Gods eye more fruit then a 
long one, or a whole day ſpent in faſting ; even in the ſame ſenſe 
that the widoWs mite, is ſaid to be wore then they all calt in, Luk, 
21. 3- Young Chriſtians performe more dutics at firſt, and 
oftner, then after; as young ſtomachs eate more and oftner. 
As in noting Sermons, ſo in performing duties, ſome will note 
more words, but not more matter, becauſe with lefſe underſtand- 
ins ; young Chriſtians performe more duties, and withall ſpoile 
more duties; young Carpenters make many chips : But the 
more ſpirituall your performances grow, the more fryit there is 
to be eſteemed that there is in them, Ir is not the bigneſle of the 
fruit, or juycineſſe of them, for then crabs were better then ap- 
ples,bur the reliſh it is that gives the commendation: And it is the 
exd you have therein, that puts this reliſh into them :; when your 
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ends arc raiſed more to aime at God, and to ſanifie him more, 
and to debaſe your ſelves in a ſenſe of your owne vileneſſe, and 
emptineſle, and unability; and when your obcdience proceeds 
more out of thankfulneſle, and lefſe out of the conſtraint of con- 
ſcience, As the greateſt growth of wicked men is in ſpirituall 
wickedneſle, (in which the Phariſees grew, and ſinners againſt the 
holy Ghoſt doe grow, when yet it may be they leave more groſle 
evils) ſo the greateſt growth of grace is in ſpirituall holine({e, in 
ſ2nRifying God much in the heart, and Wor/hipping him in ſpirit 
anc truth, 
Fourthiy, when a man grows more rooted into Chrilt, that 
is the true growth ; and that which makes the f#/zit to be wore 
in Gods ſight and eſteeme : therefore Eph. 4.15, weare ſaid ro 
grow uÞ in him ; that is, to live the life we lead, more out of our 
iclves and in Chriſt - as when for the acceptation of our perſons 
weare emptied of our owne righceonſnefſe; ſo for ſtrength to 
performe dutics, we are emptied of our abilities, ſeeing without 
him We can ave nothing : So When for acccptation of our perfor- 
mances when we have donethem, our hearts have learnt habitu- 
ally to ſay more and more with the Apoſtle, Nor 1, bat Chriſt in 
2; when we intereſt Chrilt more and more in all we doe, as 
the « ficient and 2lſo the firall cauſe, And therefore I obſerve 
when growth of grace is mentioned, it is ſtill expreſſed by growe 
ing inthe knowledge of Chriſt : So 2 Pet. 3. 17. Grow in grace, 
and in the kxoivledge of Chriſt ; as if to grow in grace without 
him, were nothing, as indeed it is not. So inthe Epheſians we 
are ſaid both to grow #p in him, aud for him. Philoſophers did 
grow in morall vertucs, bur not in Chriſt ; fo doe Civil] men and 
others; Temporaries doe Cuties from him, but yet as in them- 
ſelves; as the Ivie that hath ſap from the Oake, but concoas 
itinits owne roote, and ſo brings forth as from it ſelfe, To doe 


one duty, ſanifying Chriſt and free grace in the heart, is more 


then a thouſand : young Chriſtians, it may be, doe more works, 
bur not as works of grace : and the more men think by duties 
to gct Chriſt, and Gods favour, the more in duties they truſt, 
and ſo they become as works of the Law ; but the more dead a 
man grows to the Law ; and to. live to Chriſt, and Chriſt in him ; 
and the more free grace is acknowledged in all, truſted in _ 
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all; che more Evangelicall our works are, and the more to 
God, {for that is the end of the Goſpell, to honour Chriſt and 
free grace ) the more we grow. Ye are of the (ircumciſion, ſayes 
the Apoltle, who rojoxce in the Lord Feſrrs, Worſhip God i4 the ſpirit, 
aud have no confience in the fleſh, Phil. 4. As thele are the lureſlt 
ſigns of true grace, ſo of true Growth, 

Fifthly, the more we learne to bring forth fraits in ſeaſon, the 
more fruit we may be ſaid to bring forth : For the ſeaſonable per- 
formance of them makes them more, All the fruits in thuir ſea. 
ſon, how acceptable are they ? which out of ſeaſon, they are nor. 
In the firſt Pſalme a righteous man is ſaid to bring forth bis fruits 
in due ſeaſon : and in the Proverbs, Words in ſeaſon are as apples of 
gold and piftures of ſilver, In Ezek. 41. they are faid to bring forth 
pleaſant fruits in their moneths ; as 1a reproving he is not ſo much 
to reprove, as to reprove in ſeaſon ; to have ozr ſenſes exerciſed 
to know fit ſeaſons, and to conſider one another to provoke to love, 
as it is. Heb, 10. Young Chriſtians doe more, but more out of 


ſeaſon, and the devill abuſeth them, putting them upon duties. . 


when they would be at their refrefhings, at their callings ; he 
deceiving them with this, that holy duties in themſelves as alone 
ſimply compared, are better then to doe any thing elſe ; when as 


the ſeaſon adds the goodneſſe to our ations : Thus to recreate ** 


thy ſelf at ſome ſeaſons is better then to be a praying. A righteors 
man orders his converſation aright, Pſal. 50. and order gives a 
re&itude, a goodnefſſe to things. 

Sixthly, when we grow more conſtant in performances, and 
more even in a godly courſe, and fſetled in ſpirituall affeRions 
without intermiſſion, it is a figne we grow. It argues that oy iz- 
ward man # more renewed day by day, when we can walke cloſely 
with God a long while together. A righteous man is compared 
to the Palme tree, whoſe leafe never fades, P/al. 1. whereas other 
trees bring forth by fits : And by fits to be much in duties, is not 
a ſigne of growth, but weakneſle ; it is out of inordinacie ; and 
of ſuch a frame are young Chriſtians hearts, like new lute ſtrings, 
which when they are wound up high, are till a falling ever and 
anon ; whereas ſtrings ſetled long on an inſtrument, will ſtand 
long, and not flip downe. : 

Seventhly, a man may be ſaid to grow and bring forth more 
fruit, 
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fruit, when although the difficulties of doing duties become 
greater, and his means leſle, yet he continues to doe them, and 
this though it may be he doth no more then he did before. For 
a tree to bring forth much fruit in cold weather, or itanding in 
the ſhade, is more then in ſummer, or when it {tands in the ſun, 
I know thy work, thy Iabovr, [ and thy patience ] Rev. 2.13. When 
a man though he doe fewer works, yet with much /aborr, having 
it may be now a body growne weake ; or holds out in the pro. 
feſſion of the wayes of God, with more ſcoffes, and hazarding 
more, in a place where Satars throze i, this makes a little done 
for Chriſt a great deale : So when a man thrives with a little 
trading, with ſmall means of grace, and yet exceedeth thoſe that 
have more; to pray, and to continue to doe fo, though the 
ſtreame is againſt us, and gales ceaſe ; to pray and to continue 
to pray, when we heare no anſwers but the contrary. It is noted 
of Daniel, that he did the Kings buſmneſſe after be hal been ſich, 
Dan. 8. 27. and ſo he prayed ( you know) when he ventured his 
life for it : when we have lefſe [traw to make the ſame number 
of brick with ; lefſe wages, lefle encouragements, and yet doe as 
much work with chearfulneſle, 

8. When a man though he doth lefſe for the outward bulk, 
yet grows more wiſe and faithfull to Jay ont all his opportunities 
and abilities to the belt advantage, this is to bring forth more 
fruit, Thus Moſes who at firft b:gan to heare himfelfe all cauſes 
both ſmall and great, but in the end he gave over the leſſer cau- 
ſes to others, and reſerved the hearing of the greater to himſelfe, 
Ed. 18. 10. yet [till he continued to doe more, and laid him- 
ſelfe out to the greater advantage : His former courſe would 
in the end have killed him ; T hor wilt wear away like a leafe, faith 
Zethro to him : So the Apolile who itrived to preach the Goſpell 
where Chriſt had not been knewne, Rem, 15.20, When a man for- 
beares lefler things to lay out all for the Churches advantage ; 
lefle ventures himſelfe in a ſmaller courſe [unlefſe particularly 
called to it) not out of fearfulneſle but faithfulneſſe, and will lay 
all che ſtock on it in a greater:Y oung Chriſtians are as young Fen- 
cers, they ſtrike hand over head, downe right blowes : whereas if 
they would conſider their brother, or a wicked man whom they 
would reprove, as skilfull fencers do, and art an advantage hit 
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them a good blow, is it not much better 2 when a man watcheth 
in all things, as he exhorts Timothy, 2 Tim. 4.5, and ſerves the 
ſeaſon, as ſome reade it, Rops. 12. 11. that is, waits for the beſt 
advantages of doing good, both which may ſtand with fervencie 
of ſpirit, and enduring affliftions, for ſo the next words are in both 
choſe places. A man 15 no l[efle liberall chat [ſtudies how to lay 
out his money to molt charitable uſes, though he gives leſſe to 
fewer particulars. We live in a wicked world, and godly men 
cannot do what they would, as wicked men allo cannot, When 
therefore a man looks about him, and ſtudies to improve him« 
ſelfe to the urmoſt advantage for (3od in his place, to lay out his 
credit, his parts, and all for God, as a faithfull Faftor in the 
beſt wares, though he deales in fewer particulars, he may not- 
withſtanding bring forth more fruit, And thus much for 
matter of Tryall about the firſt thing, poſitive growth in fruit- 
fulncſk, 
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THE SECOND PART. 


Of GrowthinMorTiricartion, 
or Gods purging out Corruption, 


—— He pureeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 


OD m—— 


Crnavr, I. 


The Obſervation out of the Text propeunded, That God 
gocs on to purge corruptions out of true branches : 
Bonnds ſet to this diſconrſe about it , according to the 
ſcope of the Text : The reaſons of the point. 


Come now to the Tryall of our Growth in that 
other part of SanRification, namely, the /forti- 


j_ which the Text alſo cals for ;' Chriſt here ſaying 
not onely that they bring forth more fruit, but 
| that God pxrgeth them that they may bring 
forth more fruit, 

The Obſervation from which words is clearly this, That God 


chuſeth true branches to grow, in a purging ont of their corruptions, 
« in true fruitfulneſe.. In 


fication of luſts, and purging our of corruptions, 
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In the handling of this point, I ſhall doe theſe foure things : 

Firſt, ſet the bounds and limits of this Diſcourſe about it, ac- 
cording to Chriſts intendment, as here he ſpeaks of it. 

Secondly, give fome reaſons of the point, 

Thirdly, ſhew the wayes which God uſeth to carry on the 
progreſle in this work. 

Fourthly, give ſome helps of Tryall about it, 

Now for the firſt, che explication and limiting this point rints 

Chriſts intendment here, that ſo I may onely fo far handlz it 
as the ſcope of the words will beare, I premiſe theſe three things 
about it. 
' I, That pwrging here intended, (which is indeed all one with 
Atortification, and emptying out fin out of our hearts and lives) 
is to be reſtrained here to the progreſſe of a Chriſtian in that work, 
and not as taking in with it hat firſs Work of mortification 
wrought at a mans firſt converſion : fo as I intend not now to 
lay open to youthe »atzre of mortification, and what it is, by way 
of Common place, bur onely intend to ſpeak of Grewth in it - 
for of that Chriſt ſpeaks, becauſe it is ſuch a purging, as is after 
bringing forth ſome fruit, and whereof the end is to bring forth 
more fruit. 

Neither 2. are we ſo mach to ſpeak of it here, as it is a dzty 
to be done by ws, (though it be ſo) but as it is a work of God 
z4p0n 145, Which he takes care to goe through with, and perfe&in 
all thoſe who are fruitfull : for he ſpeaks here of it rather as an 
aft of Gods, He pargeth, then as it is to be an aR of o#rs, that we 
ought to purge our ſelves ; though both doe goe together, as ity 
that ſpeech, Row. 8. We by the Spirit doe mortifie the deeds of the 
fleſh ; ſo-as that which is proper to the point in hand, for the ex- 
plication of it, (as here in this place it is laid downe): is not fo 
much to give you motives or meanes of purging your ſelves, as to 
ſneve you the wayes and conrſes God takes ſtill one way or other to 
purge his children by, that they may be more fruitfall, | 

And yet 3. inthis work of Mortification, conſidered thus: in 
the progreſle of it, we are not meer paſſives, (as at that final pet- 
feRing and finiſhing of it, and carrying away all fin at death we 
are, and are at that fix/# habitnall beginning of it, at comverſon) 


but therein we are workers together with God : (We being pnrged 
I 2 from 
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from ſinne, as the body is by phyſick from humours ; though the 
phyſick work, yet nature joynes with rhe phyſick, being quickned 
and helped by it, to caſt our the humours : For give a dead man 
phyſick, and it carryes not any humours away : ) So as thoſe 
meanes Whereby God purgeth us, are not,to be imagined to 
doe it as meer phyſical! agents, like as the pruning hook cuts 
off branches from a tree, or as when a Surgeon cuts out dead 
fleſh; but theſe meancs doe it by ſtirring up our graces , and 
quickning them, and by ſetting our thoughts, and faith, and 
aff. tions awork, and ſo God afliſting with the power of Chriſts 
death, he doth pzrze us daily, by making his word, afflitions, 
and the like, to ſet our thoughts awork againſt ſinne, and ſo 
to calt it forth, It 15 certaine, that unlelſe our rhorghts work upon 
the meanes, as vwcll as the meanes work upon us, and ſo doe 
mingle themſelves with thoſe meanes ; that unleſle faith and 
Chrilts death be mingled in the heart, it purgeth not: And 
therefore it 1s ſaid as well that we parge onr ſelves. So 2 Tim. 
2.20,and alfo 1 7ohm 3. 3. and Row. 8, that we by the Spirit mor- 
zifie the (655 of the fleſh, as it 1 ſaid that Go1 purgeth rs, (which 
is the thing affirmed here) becauſe God fill in going on to purge 
us, C0: it by ſtirrirg up cur graces, and uſeth therein aRts of our 
faith, and Ilyve, and many motives and corſiderations to ſtir up 
our graces ſo to «tee it, 

Now 2. for the reaſons that move God thus to goe on to 
purge co:ruptions ovt of his children, 

Firlt, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath purchiſed an eternall divorce 
betweene corruption and our hearts: He hath bought off all 
our corruptions, and redeemed us from al} iniquitie. 77 2. 14. 
He gave himſelfe for 1s, that he might redeeme 1s from all migquitie, 
ard purifie unto hinaſelfe a peculiar prople, and God will have the 
price of Chriſts bloud cur. 

Secondly, becauſe God defires more and more to have delight 
in us, and to draw rt2h to us, and therefore he more and more 
g0es 0n to purge us ; For though. he Joves us at firſt, when full 
of corruptions ,: yer he cannot ſo much delight in us as he 
would ; ror have that communion, with us, no more then a 
Husband can with a wife, who hath an unſavuury breath, or a 
loathiome diſeaſe, They mult therefore be purified for his bed, as 
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Heſter was for Ahaſnerus. Draw nigh to Go4,tlayes James, and 1 
will draw nigh to you, James 4. 8,9. but then you muſt {eaſe 
yorur hands, and purifie your hearts, as it follows there ; God elſe 
hath no delight to draw nigh to you, 

Thirdly, he daily purgeth his that chey may be fit. ſor uſe and 
ſervice; for unlefle he purged them, he could not uſe them in 
honourable imployments, ſuch as to ſuffer or to ſtand for him, 
in what concernes his glory, they would be unfit for ſach uſes, 
as a veſlel is that is unſcoured. Therefore 2 Tim. 2. 21. 1f a man 
prrge himſelfe from theſe, he (hall be a veſſel anto honour : that is, 
hz ſhall be uſed in honourable employments, and not laitl aſide ; 
and he ſhall be meet for his maſters nſe, as veſſells kept cleane ; 
when on the ſudden the maſter hath occaſion to uſe them, and to 
have them ſerved in, | 

Foucthly, that as our perſons, ſo that our ſervices may be 
more and more acceptable ; that our prayers and ſuch perfor- 
mances may favour leſſe of gifts, and pride, and ſelfe-love, and 
carnall deſires: So 7al. 3. 3, 4. it is ſaid, He ſhall fit as a purifier 
of ſilver, ana he ſhall purifie the ſonnes of Levi, as gol] is purified, 
from their drofſe, that they may offer to the Lori an offering in 
righteouſne {ſe, and then ſhall their offerings be pleaſant to the Lord. 
The more the heart and life is purged, the more acceptable your 
prayers are, and your obedicnce, and all you doe. 


CL I—— 


Cuavy. II. 


The wayes God uſeth to purge out our corruptions : and 
meanes whereby he cauſeth us to grow therein, 


'"Ow in the third place, for the wayes whereby God goes 
,on to purge us, there are many and divers, he bleſſeth all 
ſorts of meanes and dealings of his to accompliſh it, 

Firſt, he uſeth occaſionall meanes to doe it, and bleſſeth them, 
as even falling into ſins, Thus it was with David when he fell, 
thereby God ſet him anew upon this work, as by his prayer ap- 
pears, P/al. 51. Oh purge me, make me cleane. 


Secondly,by caſting them into afflitions, So Dan. 11.35.They 
] 3 ſalt 


I, Occahonal, 
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2. Inftrumens 
tall. 


foal fall to purge them, and make them white, What the Word 
doth nor purge out, nor mercies , that afliftions muſt. 7heſe 
Vines mmſ} be cut till they bleed, Summer purgeth out the' out. 
ward humours that lie in the skin by ſweating, but winter con- 
coReth the inward by driving in the heat, and fo purgeth away 
the humours that lye in the inward parts, and ſo what by the one, 
what by the other, the body is kept m healch. Thus mercies pre- 
vaile againſt ſome fins, and afflitions againlt others. oſes neg- 
IeAed to circumciſe his child, (as we doe our hearts, it is ſuch a 
bloody work) till God met him, and would have killed him : 
and in like manner God ſometimes puts us in the feare or danger 
of loſing our lives, caſts us into fickneſſes, and the like, making as 
if he meant to killus, and all co bring us off to this work of pur- 


 Eing, to circumciſe our hearts, 


As theſe occaſional, ſo alfo inſtrumentall inſtituted helps, as his 
Ford : So Eph. 5.26. Chriſt is faid to cleanſe his Church with the 
waſhing of water by the Word : by the Word Spoken, either in prea- 
ching, or in conference. So in the very next words to my text, 


Now ye are cleane through the words T have | ſpoken unto yon: ] they 


had then received the Sacraments, and had heard a good Ser- 
mon, The Word at once diſcovers the ſin, and ſets the hearts 
againſt it ; [was ignorant, till I Went into the Sanftnary : There 
gocs a light with it to fee fin after another manner, although a 
man did know it afore, and then the Word ſers out the vileneſſe 
of 3 ſinne; and to heare a ſinne declaimed againſt, and reproved, 
ſets an exaſperation upon the mind againſt it, and ſo a man goes 
home, and ſets upon it to kill it and deſtroy it. Or elſe by the 
Word meditated upon, as by keeping ſome truth or other freſh 
and ſweet in themind, which the mind cheweth on ; God faſters 
the mind upon ſome new promiſe, or new diſcovered figne of a 
mans eſtate, and theſe clea»ſe him, 2 (or. 7. 1, or upon ſome 
Attribute of his, and that quickens the inward man, and over- 
comes the ontward : ſome conſideration or. other every day 
God doth make familiar to a mans ſpirit, to 2a/k with him, (as 
the phraſe is Pro, 6.) and to keep him company, and uſually 
ſome new one ; God leading us through varieties of ſweet truths 
to chew upon, oxe this day, and arother to morrow, and theſe 


have ancxceeding purging vertue in thera, they keep the purging 


iſſue 
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iſſue open, even as thoſe that have iſſues made in their armes or 
legs, uſe to have a peaſe, or ſome ſuch ſmall thing, to lie in the 


orifice of the iflue to keepe it open ; and fo doth ſuch a pew 


truth with ſpiritaall light diſcovered, (till keepe the purging ifſu2 
of ſinne epen, and drawes out the filth, a»d keeps the heart ; to 
ſayes Salomon Pro. 6, 21,22, and 24. obſerve the coherence there, 
and it is as if he had ſaid, Keepe this command freſh in mind, and it 
ſnall keep thee. 

Goduſcth alſo the examples of others as meanes to provoke a 
maa to purge himſelfe. 

Example of thoſe that have been Profeſſors, and falne away ; 
they provoke a man to ſet freſh upon this worke,lelt chat the like 
fins ſhould prevaile againſt him alſo, and cauſe him to fall; There- 
fore the Apoſtle, when he heard of Hymenarns and Philerns their 
fall, 2 Tin.2.14. Let every one, layes he, that calls upon the name 
of the Lord, rake this uſe of it,to depart from iniquity : And it fol. 


lowes, 1f you [| purge your ſelves] from theſe , ye ſhall be veſſels of - 


hononr., It follows upon that occaſion. 

Examples of holy men : To heare very holy men ſpeak what 
victory over lults may be attained here, doth much provoke ano- 
ther to purge himſelfe, who elſe would content himſelfe with a 


lefler degree : So Phil. 3.17. 


In the laſt plase, there are many iWard workings upon the 
heart, whereby God goes on ſtill co purge us. 

Firſt, by a further diſcovering of corrnptions unto us ; either a. 
oreater filthineſſe in the evils we ſaw afore, or to ſee more of. 
them, and by. what one ſees to ſuſpe&t more.” God never diſco. 
vers luſts to his, but to carry them away ; he firs the humours, 
to purge them : Thus when Davida ſaw his ſinne, he ſets anew up. 


3. Examples. 


4.Inward v/or- 
ings, 


on cleanſing himſelfe in the 19. P/ab. comming new from taking » 12 


a view of his heart, and having ſcen ſuch volumes of -corruptions, 
fo many Erratzes in all that he did, he cryes out, ho can under- 
Band his errers ? and withall, Oh cleanſe me from ſecret ſianes. He 
then ſaw ſecret evils, and faſpeted more then as yet he faw ; 
and this made him cry out, 0h cleanſe me, and fo to uſe all means, 
and to goe to God to cleanſe him. So when in the 15. P/al. 
God ler downe a light to let him but ſee the corruption of his 
nature afreſh, :bat he was borne in finne, and had »o truth there, 


more 
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more falſhood then he could ever have imagined, 0h purge me, 
ſayes he upon it, 

Secondly, he ſets the heart on work to make it a bufineſle to 
«et ones luſts mortified more and more, and not to ret in the 
meaſure attained. Phil. 3. 1. Paul forgot What was behind, he did ; 
{ti!l defire to have more fellowſhig with Chriſt in his death and 

. ſufferings, in the death of finne ; when a mans heart is ſet upon 
'the worke, as that 73 yy, he came into the world for, as | 
' David, who took up a reſolution, 7 ſaid I world look, to my wayes; |} 
ſo when a man hath ſaid unto himſclfe, I will grow in grace, as 
they ſay, /will be rich, 2 Tim. 6. and ſo looks at it as his buſinefle, 
being as much convinced of this, that he ſhould be more holy, 
as he was at firlt that he was-to be new borne ; when growth of 
grace is as much in a mans eye, as getting grace at firlt was, and | 
as great a nec« ſity made of the one as of the other. This con- ! 
viction many want, and ſo take no care to grow more holy and ; 
* more pure. Phil. 3.15, If any be otherwiſe minded, (layes the | 
Apoſtle) that there is no ſuch abſolute neceſfity of going on till : 
to perfection, God ſhall reveale it to him, - God doth reveale and . 
ſet on this upon every godly mans heart at one time or another, : 
and ſo goes on to purge them, And this is alſo expreſſed to us, þ 
'1 Pet, 4. 1. For as mach as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the fleſh, 
| let us arme our ſtlves with the ſame mind; namely, to mortifie 
our luſts : for it follows, He that hath ſuffered in the fleſh, that is, 
hath mortified his lults, karh ceaſed froms finne. That ſame arming 
there, is Gods putting into the mind a itrong and invincible reſo- 
lution to go through with this worke ; when he armes and lteeles 
it againſt all difficulties, all encounters. This is meant by arming 
4 with the ſame mind ; That as Chriſt looked upon it as his bu- 
fineſſe why he came into the world, even to ſuffer for us; ſo for 
us to look upon it as our buſinefle, to crucifie our luſts. When 
therefore we intend all our indeavours upon this worke, and 
mind nothing in compariſon, pray for nothing more , receive 
Sacraments for this purpoſe, and heare and performe all other 


ORR 1” b 


duties with an eye to this, . proſecute this buſineſſe as the main z 

when God hath pur ſuch a reſolucion into a man, and preſerves 
it, then he goes on to purge him, ; 
Thirdly, God doth it by drawing the ſap and juice of the : 

| affections 
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affections of the heart more and more into holy duties, and into 
obedience ; when that intention of mind, as our morning 


thoughts, and the like, which we formerly :ſpent upon vanities, , 
are now drawn into prayer and holy meditations, then luſts doe ' 


wither ; and when our care is how to pleaſe God more, and our 
hearts are more in the duties of obedience, then doth corrup. 
tion ſhale off more and more; and thus by diverting our inten- 
tions, doth God worke out corruptions. And looke, as the Sun 
doth draw up the ſap out of the root,-ſo doth Chriſt draw ont 
the heart at ſome times more then at others to holy duties, and 
unto communion with himſelfe in the duties : this killeth ſin, and 
cauſeth it to wither, namely, by taking away the ſap, that is, that 
intention of mind which doth uſually nouriſh it : Thus 1 Pet.1.22. 
we purifie our haarts by obeying the trath, 

Fouthly, by bringing the heart more and more acquainted 
with Chriſt his Sonne : (which is the Fathers work to doe, for 
none comes to the Son, but Whows the Father draws) Now how ma- 
ny ſoules are there, who have gone puddring on (as I may fo 
ſpeak ) in the uſe of other meanes, and though inthe uſe thereaf 
Chriſt hath communicated ſome vertue to them, yet becauſe 
they did not trade with him chiefly in thoſe duties, they have 
had little in compariſon to what afterwards they have had, 
when he hath been diſcovered to them, as that great ordinance 
who is appointed by God to get their lults mortified. Afore 
this they have waſht, and waſht, but they have wafht without 
ſope, untill Chriſt hath been thus revealed to them, and the ver- 
tue of his death, and riſing againe, which is compared, al. 3. 
unto Fullers ſope, &c. In the 13. Zach. 1. it is ſaid, that God opens 


a fonntaine to the honſe of David, for ſinne and for uncleanneſſe + 
that is, for the guilt offinre, and the power of finne. Now by: 


that opening is not meant the promiſe of ſending his Sonne into 
the world to be crucified, but the diſcovery of him to beleevers 
after his being crucified : For Chap. 12. 10. he is ſuppoſed to be 
crucified already, for they there ſee hinz whom they have pierced ;\ 
therefore that opexixg there is meant the diſcovery of him to his 


people, and him to be the great ordinance of cleanſing them. | 
Now the more diſtinly a man underſtands Chriſt, and how to 


make ule of him, (who is already made Sanification tous) the 
K 
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more eaſily he gets his luſts purged ; ſuch an one that trades im- 
mediately with Chriſt, will doe more in a day, then another in a 
yeare ; for ſeeing that the power of purging us lies immediately 
in him ; and that he is the purging diug which mingles it ſelfe 
with the Word, and al! meanes elſe, and ſers them all aworke : 
therefore the more of him we have, and the more immediate 
application we have of him to us, and of -his power, the more 
recourſe our hearts have to him, the more our ſuſts are purged ; 
as it is in drugs or minerals, if the infuſion aud ſRecping of them 
in liquors will worke.; how much more if the ſubſtance of them 
. be taken downe inwardly and immediately 2 now this comes to 
paſſ:, as God doth goe on to open ozr faits to ſee him, and know 
him, and to be acquainted with him : for ſo the Apoſtle ex- 
preſieth it, Phil. 3. That I may know him, and the power of his re- 
ſarreftion. The more we look upon all means elſe in the uſe of 
them as incfuill without him, the more power we {hall find 
from him. | 
Fiftly, by afluring the ſoule of his love, and (ſhedding it abroad 
in the hearr, and by working ſpiritnall joy in the heart,doth God 
alſo purge his people : And to work all theſe is in Gods power 
immed:ately and ſolely; 1 am Crucified with Chriſt, Gal. 2.20. 
And how 2? by beleeving that Chriſt gave himſelfe for me, and 
loved me, This deads a man to the world, makes a man crucifie 
that which Chriſt was crucified for, and this mskes a man hate 
finne, the more he loves Chriſt, or apprehends his love; And ir 
doth this in a donble relation or reſpec, not onely becauſe fin fo 
diſpleaſeth him, nor onely as it is contrary to his will, but becauſe 
it did afit him ſo much once, and becauſe to take finne aWay 
was the intent he came into the world : for fo 1 7h» 3. ver, 4. 
alcthouvh a beleever is ſaid ro mortifie finne upon this confide- 
ration indeed, that it is the trarſgreſſion of the Law; yet mach 
more upon this other, becauſe Chriſt Was manifeft to take ſinnes 
away : and the more aſſurance I have of another life and a better, 
and of being like Chriſt hereafter, the more a man purgeth him- 
felfe ro be fit for that condition : He that hath this hope in him, 
pur geth himſelfe as he ts pure ; ſo in the 2,ver, of that 3. of 7ihy. 
The more joy a man hath in Chriſt, the more deaded he muſt 


needs be to the world; the one eats up the other : for the gronnd 
of 
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of all ſinne is but the love of pleaſure ; now if I find it in God, 
and Chriſt, it deads me for ſeeking it in the world : For Ons 
vita guſtu aucitur, All life is maintained by a talte of ſome ſweet- 
neſſe. Now when the ſweetneſle of fin, the reliſh of it is ſpoiled 
by the taſte of a greater, it muſt needs die and abate ; and though 
that ſweetneſſe from God doth not alwaycs remaine in the pre- 
ſent taſte and reliſh of it, yet it leaves ſuch an impreſſion behind 
it, th:t whatever a man taſts after, it hath no reliſh with him, in 
compariſon ; {till he ſayes the old 5 better : and though the taſte 
of one ſinful] pleaſure may take us off from another, yet none 
but a contrary pleaſure doth Kill the ſinne, and the pleaſure 
in if, 
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The tryall of Mortification : and that firſt by Negative 
fignes , or ſuch as argue much corruption yet remaining 
unpurged out. 


[| Will now come to that third thing which was propounded, 
namely, Helps whereby you may diſcerne what progrefſe hath 
been made in this work : And as I faid at firſt, that my purpoſe 
was not ſo much to handle Mortification in the common place 
of it, as onely growth therein ; So thoſe things 1 ſhall now de- 
liver about diſcerning the meaſure of it, Tintend them not ſo 
much for Sigzes of mortification, as Rales whereby we may 
judge how this worke goes forward in us, and how far we are 
ſti}] (horr in ir. | 

And firſt, I will handle it negatively, and give you ſuch ſymp- 
comes, as argue much corruption, a great deale of hamours yet 
remaining to be purged out : Such as argue little proficiency in 
this worke, though ſuch as withall crue grace may be ſuppoſed to 
be in the heart. | 

I. When a man doth magnifie, and ſets a high price upon 
worldly and carnall excellencies and pleaſures; is much taken 


| with outward things, and carryed away with them : Or when 


(though we reſtrain our ſelves from the eager purſuit after them, 
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yet if ) in your eyes and opinions they ſeeme glorious and goodly 
things, and oh we ſecretly think the enjoying ſuch a pleaſure, 
the obtaining ſuch an excellencie, or ſuch or ſuch a condition of 
life, accommodated with ſuch and ſuch conveniences and circum- 
ſtances, would be ſo great an addition of happineſle to us ; this 
argues a green heart, much want of mortification, though truth 
of grace be there. Theſe Apoſtles, to whom Chriſt ſpake this 
Parable of the Vine, (and unto them eſpecially) how were they 
affected, and tranſported with a trifle 2 Even that very night 
that Chriſt was to be attached, they ſtrive for precedencie, and 
who ſhould be the greateſt amongst them, Lyk, 22, who ſhould be 
chicfe of that noble order : And it was ſuch a precedencie which 
they affeRed, as Noblemen have in Kingdomes, as appears by 
the following words : they ſhewed themſelves but Geztiles in it, 
(as ver, 25. Chriſt inſinuates) who ſtand upon their blood and 
their outward priviledges: It was not for nothing Chrilt tels 
them in this Parable, they needed purging ; but the reaſon was, 
they were but children yet, and 4abes iz Chriſt, now in their mi. 
nority, and were noc weaned from rattles and trifles, Chriſt was 
not yet crucified, nor they ſo throughly crucified with him, as 
they were afterwards : The holy Ghoſt had not yet come upon 
ech:in, as fire to burne up their luſts, and to conſume this their 
droſſe. That other Apoſtle, Parl, (who fayes of himſelfe, that 
he was borne ont of time, in compariſon to them) had attained to 
a greater meaſure, he glorying in this as his highelt title, that he 
was the leaſt of the Apoſtles, This magnifying of outward things 
in our conceits and opinions, is indeed but kyowing things aftcy 
the fleſh, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor.5.16.. becauſe the fleth doth 
faſcinate and corrupt the judgment, in judging our ſelves by ſuch 
things. And this argues exceeding much want of mortification, 
. for it is Juſt that puts that luſtre, and gloſſe, and varniſh upon the 
things of the world ; for the things in themfelves are vaine, and 
we have had expcrience that they are ſuch ; How comes it then 
we ſhould eſteeme them,and be taken with them, rhat we ſhonld 
have ſuch high'conceits of them ? It is by reaſon of our luſts un. 
purged out, which repreſent them falſely ; and therefore it is 
obſervable, that Zohn, 1 Epiſt. 2. 16, ſpeaking of the things of 
the world, he puts the /vſ# which is in us to exprefſe the rhings 
REIT: themſelves ; 
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themſelves : He ſayes not, riches, and preferment, 8&c. (though 
he ſpeaks of them) but the /»ſ?s of the eye, and pride of life, (fo 
he expreſſeth them ) becauſe they are theſe luſts, makes the things 
ſo glorious to us, and ſets a price upon them, And therefore {o 
much magnifying and high eſteeme of outward things as there is 
in us, ſo much inordinate luſt there is in the heart afcer them, and 
ſo much want of mortification ; and when theſe iuſts boiling in 
us fume up ſo high as to intoxicate and corrupt our eFeeme and 
judgments (which though grace ſhould keep us from purſuing 
thele vanities) that yet we look upon them with a wanton eye, 
and thinke great matters in them, and think our ſelves as it were 
debarred and reſtrained of ſo much of our happineſſe, whilſt we 
want, and cannot enjoy them, this argues an unmortifyedneſſe : 
for herein lies the power of mortification, even to cont all things 
droſſe and dmg, to looke upon them as crucified things, to have 
them ſceme all as withered flowers, as /zall things, as he ſpeaks 
of mans elteeme, 1 Cor. 4. 3. 

Secondly, when our minds are carried out to ſuperfluities, and 
more then needs, and are diſcontented with our own condition, 
though it be ſuch as might content us, this argues a great want of 
purging, this is from ſuperfiuity, of humours abounding in the 
heart, When they in the wildernefle, though they had Manna, 
yet they muſt have Quails alſo ; when there are ſuch extrava- 
gant affeions in us, that we thinke any other condition would 
pleaſe us better then our owne, this argues much unmortifyed- 
nefſe, though it run not out into aQts; it is the ſuper fluity of 
nanghtineſſe, the exceſſe of corruption that thinks ſtolne meate 
ſweet, as in the Proverbs, When our longings are wild and hu- 
morous, like the longings of women with child, whom nothing 
but ſome one odde thing they have ſet their fancie on, will 
pleaſe ; like fick mens ſtomachs, with whom nothing will down 
that is provided for them, but ſtill they have a mind rather to 
ſomething elſe ; ſo nor we with what God allots us. And when 
we are cnvironed- abont with comforts, yet all are nothing, if 
ſome one be wanting, Such unmortifyed Juſts we ſee in Sampſon, 
though a good man, yet none of the daughters of Iſrael could 
pleaſe, but he muſt have one of the Philiſtims, 74dg. T4. 3. 

Thirdly, when our minds are ſo glued to any thing, as we can- 
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not tell how to part with it, how to loſe ſuch a friend, or ſuch a 
conveniencie, we would think our ſelves halfe undone if ſuch 
or ſuch a thing ſhould fall our; Davids heart was full of humonrs, 
and needed purging , when he ventured ſo much of his com- 
fort in his Ab/alom alone, that when he was caſt away, he wiſht 
he had dyed for him, It is god often to try our hearrs, by ſop- 
poſing the worlt that can befall us. What if a change ſhould 
come, ſuch a thing I ſhould be put to; to ſee how the heart can 
beare it, When ſome men have a loſle in their eſtates and riches, 
it is as it were raked our of their bellies, as Zophar ſpeaks, 7ob 20. 

15. and a piece even of their very heart goes with them. 
Fourthly, when a man is ſtill diſtempered under variety of cor. 
ditions and buſineſſes, and is inordinate in them all, it argues 
much unmortifiedneſle : As if he be to recreate himſelfe, he is in- 
ordinate in it, and knows not when to end, and fall to his calling 
againe ; if to ſtudy, then he is alſo as violent in it, and entrenches 
upon the duties ſhould keep up his ſoule in health, as alſo upon 
the neceſlary refreſhings his body requires. Broach the veſſell 
where you will, if ſtil] it runs muddy and thick, it is a figne 
the veſlell is full of ill liquor, To be diſtempered in ſome one 
particular is lefle, but when in every vein that is opened, much 
corrupt bloud comes forth, it is a ſigne the body is full of hu- 
mours , and needs purging. A man that is in an ague, and 
when the cold fit takes him, he is extreme cold, and when 
the hot fit comes, he is on the contrary as extreame hot, it is 
a ſine he is full of hamours, which as they are purged out, one 
or the other abates, or both ; if when a man abounds, then he is 
commonly confident, and forgets God ; if when he wants, 
then he is as much on the other ſide diltempercd, and grows 
ſolicirons, diſtrultfull. Sound bodies can beare ſudden altera- 
tion of heat and cold, but diſtempered weak bodies cannot. 
Nature cannot beare a ſudden alteration, but much Grace can ; 
IT know kow to want, I kiow how to abonud, Phil. 4.12, He was 
much therefore mortified ; he could work hard in Summer, 
without much ſweating, and he could undergoe the cold of 
Winter without catarrhs and ſuch weakneſſcs as others are 
ſubje to; his ſoule was well purged of humours, And ſo Fob had 
kearnt to bleſſe God when all was gone ; he was a man throughly 
mortifyed 
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mortifyed before, he had carryed himſelfe in his belt eſtate with= 


out ſecurity and carnall rejoycing ; thus he ſfayes of himſelfe that 


he made not gol4 his hope , nor his confidence, nor had rejoyced be- 
cauſe his wealth was great, 705 31. 25. and anſwerably he behaves 
himſelfe in his worſt eſtate with patience and thankſgiving, 
Fiftly, the more carnall confidence we have in the creatures, 
and beare our felves upon them, and have onr ſpirits ſtrengthned 
and upholcen by them, the more want of mortification. The 
Corinthians, though godly , yet they were very unmortifyed, 
therefore the Apoltle ſayes, they were rather carnall then [p3ri- 
tual, 1 Cor. 3.1. Now this their carnall mindedneſſe, among 
other things, was expreſſed in their carnal] confidence they had 
in outward things ; they had riches, and gifts, and learning, and 
they did ſwim in theſe; and reigned and domineered in their 
owne thoughts, and excelled all other Churches in their owne 
opinions and fo deſpiſed others in compariſon, they were car. 
ryed aloft by theſe waxen wings, which I take to be the Apoſtles 
meaning, 1 Cor. 4.8. Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have 
reigned : they had riches, and gifts, &c. and they thought them. 
ſelves as Kings, full of happ'inefle, having the world afore them, 
and were filled with conceits of it ; and 7 wwold to God you did 
reigne, ſayes he : that is, that it were not reguum in capite, in 
your owne conceits onely ; ard that there were indeed ſuch 
reall cauſe to applaud your own conditions.ZYe are of the Circums 


ciſion, fayes the Apollle, and have no confidence in the fleſh, Phil.1-3. _ 


The more the heart is truly circumciſed, (of which he there 
ſpeakes in oppoſition to thoſe who reſted in outward circumci- 
ſton) it truſteth not, nor beareth not it ſelfe upon outward 
things, priviledges and endowments, as riches, bloud, credit, 
learning,righteouſneſſe ; theſe, when the heart is not circumciſed, 
doe puffe it up, but we, ſayes he, have no confidence in the fleſh, 
cither for comfort, or for juſtification, or any thing elſe ; bxr We 
rejoyce in Chriſt Feſws. | 

Sixtly, the more full of envyings, and heart. burnings againſt 
others, and of breakings forth into {trife our hearts are, and of 
ſtrivings and contentions to get the credit, or riches,or victory a- 
way from others, 8c, the more unmortified are our hearts, & the 


more need of purging, Theſe overflowings of the gall and ſpleen, 
come 
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come from a fulneſle of bad humours. Whereas there i among 
you envying and ſtrife, are ye mot carnall ? I Cor. 3.3, Thats, 
this argues you to be ſuch, for envie and rife are not onely luſts 
in themſelves, but further they are ſuch laſts, as are always the 
children and fruit of ſome other ; they.are rooted in, and ſpring 
from inordinate affcRions to ſome things which we contend 
for ; and accordingly if this fire of envie or ſtrife prove great, 
it argues the fuell, chat is, the luſts after the things we envie 0- 
thers for, to be much more : For envie is but an oblique luſt, 
founded on ſome more dire& luſt : theſe are but the outward 
fluſhings, that ſhew the diſtemper to be much more within : 
7am. 4. 1. From whence comes wars and fightings amongFt you ? 
come they not hence, even of your luſt s Which fight in your members ? 
There is ſomething the heart would have, as it follows in the 
2.ver. Ye luſt and have not, &c. A contentious ſpirit is an unmor- 
tifyed ſpirit ; /fye bite and devour one another, Gal. 5.15. This 1 
ſay then, walk in the ſpirit, and ye ſoall not fulfill the Iuſts of the fleſh. 
Mark the coherence, it comes in upon biting one at another, for 
ſa.h walke not in the ſpirit, fl:(h doth prevaile in them, that is his 
meaning. 

Seventhly, the leſſe able we are to heare reproofs for the 
br-akings forth of our ſults, the more unmortifyed it argues our 
hearts to be : it is a ſigne we love thoſe much, whom we cannot 
endure to heare ſpoken againſt : therefore ſayes the Apoltle, 
Be ſwift to heare, but ſlow to wrath ; take heed of raging when you 
are toucht ; And it follows a verſe after, Caſting away all ſuper- 
flaity, receive the word with meekae(ſe, for it is your luſts uncat 
out, unpurged, that cauſe that wrath and heart-boiling againſt 
reproofe, That good King was in a great diltemper of ſpirit, 
when he caſt the Prophet in priſon that reproved him, for he 
oppreſſed the people alſo at the ſame time, as is ſaid, 2 Chron. 16, 10. 
he was then taken in the ſpring-tide, and ſwelling of his luſts of 
covetouſneſſe and oppreiion ; they brake downe all that with- 
{tood and oppoſed the current of them : and if (as he in this fic 
at this time, ſo) we be found in ſuch paſſionate tempers upon 
ſach occaſions of reproof ordinarily, it argues the habituall frame 
of our hearts to be much unmortifyed, as this argued him at this 
time to have beene actually much diſtempered, 

Eighthly, 
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Eighthly, the more quick and ſpeedy the temptation is in 
taking, the more unmortified the heart is: When ah object at 
the firſt preſenting makes the Jult to rile, and paſleth through at 
the very firſt preſenting of ir,and ſoaks into the heart, as oile into 
the bones, and runs throuzh all ; when a man is gunpowder to 
temptations, and it is but r79ch and rave, ſo as there necdes not 
much blowing, but the heart is preſently on fire, as Prov. 7. 22» 
it is ſaid, He went [| ſftraight-way } after her. A man will find that 
when his heart is aQually in a good temper, a temptation doth 
not ſo eaſily take : his heart is then, though tinder, yet as wet tin- 
cer, that is more ſlow in taking, As there is a preparedneſſe to 
geed worke,fo there is a preparedneſſe to evill ; when the heart is 
1 a covetcus humour, and will be rich,then a man falls into tempta- 
tions and a ſnare,1 Tim.6.His luſts will nibble at every bait in eve- 
ry thing he deales in; they will take preſently : when the heart 
is thus bird-limed, then it cleaves to every thing it meets with, 
It is a figne that the heart is not wake ro rgghteonſrr (ſegggp the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, but to fin rather, when a little occaſion awake- 
neth a Juſt, and rouzeth it ; as when on the contrary, if a great 
dcale of jogging will not awaken a mans grace, 

Ninthly, the more our luſts have power to diſturb us in holy 
dutics,and the more they prevaile with the heart then, the more 
unmortified and profane the heart is ; as to have uncleane glan- 
ces in hearing,and worldly thoughts then ordinarily to polleſſe 
the heart, and to take it up much ; They are prophane (ſayes God, 
Jer. 23. II.) for in my houſe 1 have found their wickedneſſe, If the 
heart be carryed away,and overcome with uncleane and worldly 
thouzhts then, this argues much unmortifyedneſſe, and that the 
Heſh is indeed much above the ſpirit : For why, thena man is in 
Gods preſence, and that ſhould overcome aud over-awe the un- 
regenerate part, if it were not impudent and outragious ; and 
belides, then the regenerate part hath the advantage, for the 
| Word andthe Ordinance is a ſtirring of it up, and provoking it 
to holynefſe: And therefore that at ſuch a time a mans luſts 
ſhould be able ro tempt and ſeduce a mans heart, it argnes ſinne 
hath a great part in the heart, when it affronts God in his throne, 
when grace is iz Solio, where it would be; for the Diſciples 
then to be talking who ſhould be greateſt, when Chriſt had made 
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ſo long a Sermon to them, and hal adminiſtred the Sacrament 
to them, this argued much want of mortification in them ; even 
as it were 2 ſigne that the orthodox party were bu: a weak party 
in a Kingdome, if whilit they are at S2rmons, Papilts durit come 
in 2nd diliurb them, and put them our. 

Tenthly, when the recalling former ats committed by a man, 
prove [till ro be a ſnare to him ; and being ſuggeſted by Saran 
as 3 means to quicken his juſt, the thought thereof doth rather 
Rir up his luſt afreſh, it is aſigne of an uamortifyed frame. Thus 
is it laid to the charge of that Nation, Exzech. 23. 21. That ſhe 
multiplyed her whoredomes in calling to remembrance the dyes of her 
youth, wherein ſhe had played the harlot in the land of Egypt : The 
remembrance of them was a ſnare to her, as appeares by the 
8, verſe.. Ic is a ſigne a man is deeply in love, when as he falls in 
love with the pifture ; when the remembrance of whence he is 
falne, thou!d make him repent, that it ſhould" on the contrary 
cauſe; him to commit the ſame finne againe, it is a ſigne fleſh hath 
much the better. To have the mind ſtirred with ney objeRts and 
new temptations, may ſtand with far.lefſe corruption, and more 
orace, then to have it [tirrcd afreſh with the remembrance of the 


; old ; to find ſweetneſſe in a luſt twice ſod, which we have alſo 


oftcn {teepr(2s I may ſo ſpeak) in godly ſorrow and hatred of it, 
and fo boiicd it in fowre hearbs; yet {till to find ſweetneſle in 
the rem. m>rance of ſuch an aR, this argues much corruption. 
As the Apoltie argues the finfulnefle and ſtrength of corrupt na- 
cure in him, that te /aw which was holy and good, ſhould ſtir up 
his luſt whilſt uaregenerate : So may we, when the thought of 
a {in which ſhould ſtir up godly forrow, ſhould provoke and 
tickle corrupt nature againe. Indeed that the new fcent of meat 
{ſhould have moved the Iſraelites, would not have been fo much ; 
but that the 7emembrance of their fleſh-pots ſhould doe it. That 
ſpeech Rom. 8. where we are commanded to mortifie the deeds of 
the fleſh, may admit among other this interpretation alſo, that 
not onely the luſts, but even former deeds and ats committed, 
which may prove an occaſion of fin to us, and have a freſh ver- 
dure in our eye, are to be mortifyed. 
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Cu av. 1; 
Poſitive ſignes of Growth in Mortification, and Gods pur- 
ging of 145, 7 


N D ſo now Icome to the ſecond fort of fignes, namely, 
Poſitive ſignes of growth in Mortification, and of Gods 
purging of us. 

Firſt, the more inſight a man hath into ſpirituall corruptions, 
together with a conflict againſt them, the more growth he hath 
attained unto in purging out corruptions : So as that now the 
chiefelt of his conflit is come to be with ſpitituall Juſts, not 
worldly luſts and grofſe cvils; it 1s an evidence of his propreſſe 
in this worke. Theſe ordinarily are ure rules, that whilſt a mans 
confli is with more outward grofle evills, as uncleanneſle , 
worldly mindneſle, &c. fo long and ſo much he is kept frem the 
ſight of thoſe inward, hidden, cloſe corruptions, which fit nigheſt 


'to the heart : As alſo on the contrary, the more a man is treed 


from, and hath got viftory over ſuch more outward evills, the 
more his thoughts and intentions are bent inward to the diſcove- 
ry of the other more ſpirituall wickednefſes. And the reaſon is, 


for theſe ſpiritual luſts, as pride, carnali confidence in a mans 


owne graces, ſclf-fAattery, preſumption, and the like, theſe cor- 
ruptions lie (as I may fo expreſle it,) more up in the heart of the 
countrey ; but thoſe other of worldiy luſts, iye as it. were in the 
Frontiers, and skirts of it ; and therefore, untill ſuch time as a 
man hath in ſome go004 meaſure overcome thoſe that encounter 
him at the Borders, he comes not to have ſo through a diſcovery, 
and conſtant confli & with thoſe that lie higher up in the heart ; 
Let ws cleanſe our ſelves from all pollution both of fl:ſh and ſpirit, 
ſayes the Apoſtle, 2-Cor. 7.1Which implies, that there are two 
ſorts of corruptions, oze of the fleſh, or body ; the other, of che 


/pirit, or ſoule : for ſo the oppoſition there is to be taken, for” 


elſe all luſts are luſts ef the fleſa,that is, of corrupt nature. Againe, 
luch corruptions cauſe a blindeſſe that a man cannot ſee afar off, 
as 2 Pct. Chap. 1. Whilſt a ſcholar that learncs a Tongue, bath 
not learned to eſcape all groſſer fauits in Grammaticall con- 
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ſtruftion, he cannot be ſuppoſed to have come to know the Ele- 
gancies of che Tongue, nor fce his errors therein ; ſo nor doe 
men come to be Cr1iriques indeed, and cunnivgly skilfull in the 
more curious Errataes of their hearts and ſpirits, till they have 
attained to ſuch a degree of mortification, as to be free from 
oroſſer evils, And indeed, thoſe who are grown in grace, have 
attained ordinarily ſome freedume from fuch ſinnes ; therefore 
ſayes John, 1 Epiſt. 2.14. Tou young men are ſtrong, and have 
overcome thot evill oze : they have attained ſo much {irength as 
to overcome the grofſer evils, thoſe evills. So as to allude to 
what the Apollle fayes 1n another caſe, they then come to con- 
fit not ſo much with fleſp and blood, and outward evils, as with 
ſpiritual wickedneſſes within, (that is) with affetions and diſpo- 
{itions contrary to the workxe of grace, and therein lics their 
chiefcſt exerciſe, which is not till they have ſome free- 
dome ard victory over the other, and fo areat leaſure to view 
theſe, 

Secondly, we may diſcerne our victory over our luſts, by our 
ability more or leffe ro deny our ſelves; the more we grow up 
co a readineſle, willingnefle, and freenefle, and cheerfulneſſe of 
heart to deny our ſ:lves when we are called and put upon doing 
of it,tne more are jufts purged our : for the reaſon that our hearts 
conſulc fo much with carnall ends in buſinefſes, that we have fo 
much adoe with them cre we can bring them off to part with 
ſuch and ſuch things, as God and our owne conſciences doe call 
us u:to, is throuzh want of purging : For all want of ſelf-denyall 
is from an adhzton ro ontward things. Were we free and un- 
married men tothe worid, were qur hearts looſned from all ; 
and were all the ſecret fi5re, thoſe fitngs of luſts that ſhoot inco 
things, cut, it Wonid be nothing to us to part with them : this 
was in that great Apoltle, how ready was he to Jay downe his 
life ? Ay life 75 not arare to me, ſo 1 may fulfill my miniſtration 
with joy ;z and ſo when the time of his departure was at hand, 
ſayes he, 1 am rear} ro be offered, 2 Tim. 4.6. He ſpeaks it in the 
prefent tenic, wirl2iwez, { am offered, it was done in his heart 
alreagy: As in j1ke phraſe of ſpeech it is ſaid, Heb, 11. that 


Abraham 6/feres 71 hi ſon, becauſe in his heart he fully purpoſed 


it. When men mult be forced by terrors of conſcience, as 
Pharaoh 
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Pharaoh with p!agues, to let their credits or eltates goe by re[ti 
tution, or for God and good uſes, &c. it is a {gne of want of 
purging. The more loofned a man is from the world, and the 
things of it, the more prepared that man is for all works of fcit- 
der.yall, and tne more purg:d. So when a man parts with all 
withour ſticking or higling, as e{braham is ſaid to beleeve Without 
ſtag gering, it is a ſigne he hath attained to a good degree : even 


as chat argued a ſtrong faith, Row, 3. When a man hath an open, 
and a large heart to Ged, ( asa liberall man hath an open hand** 


to men) 3s Abraham had when he was willing to lit God have 
his onely ſonne, i: was a ſigne he was much \weaned ; when God 
can command any thing thou haſt at an hours warning,as we ſay ; 
eA/raham (tood not long deliberating, Shall I, Shall [, but wenc 
early in the morniag, even the rext morning, God having calied 
for his ſonne that very night, as it 1s likely by that in the 22, 
Gen. 3. For the night was the time when God uſed to reveale 
himſelfe by viſions, and the next morning he went forth 
early, 

Thirdly, the more conſtancie there is in our hearts and wayes, 
the more eaven, [table *n well-doing, and the more laſting, du- 
rable frame and temper for holineſſe we find our hearts to abide 
in, the more we are purzed ; for in that we finde ſuch ſudden 
flowings and re-flowings in our hearts, that. when a corruption 
ſeemes to oe ata low ebbe, and our hearts in a good frame, 
within an houre or ſo. a mighty tide comes in, and we find our 
hearts overflowne with a ſea of nlch, ſuch ſudden alterations 
from the better to the worle, doe come from thoſe vait ſeas of 
corruptions that are [ti] within us, that tumble and float up and 
downe in onr hearts : So the Apoſtle intimates, Purge your hea: ts, 
ye double min1ed : That their hearts are of ſo unequall a temper, 
lometimes in hot fits, fometimes in coid, and ſo ſuddenly altered, 
this cannot be but from much corruption, This double minded- 
nefſe comes from want of purging. The Galatians were ſurely 
very weak, and fosliſh, as he teli's them, when they were ſo ſoor e 
tranſported. He marvails not ſo much that they were removed, 
as that /o ſooze, To Texas, lo ſuddenly, Gal, 1.6, and brings it in 
as an evidence of their weaknefſe, that they who would have gi- 


ven him their eyes, (houl4 now fo much be altered and carryed 
L 3 away : 
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away.; So much mortifiednetle, fo much conſtancie : therefore in 


the 5. Gal.5-+67When in the 15.ver. he had ſaid , Thoſe that are 


- Clrifts have crucified the affeftions with the lnsts, he addes 1n the 


16. ver. If we live in the Spirit, It us walke tn the Spirit : the word 
imports a being conſtant in the ſpirir. Then when Jults are cruci- 
fied, then the holy Spirit will rule us in onr wayes, and a holy 
frame of h: art will be diſcovered, in a conſtant trad of holineſſe 
we ſhall walk iz the ſpirit,keep our ſelves long in a ſpirituall frame 
and courſe, and not be biaſed aſide : that we itep out fo much , is 
f;om {trong juſts unmortificd, 

Fou:th'y, the more a man comes to a fpirituall taſte of the 
fpirituall Word , and that which. is moſt ſpirituail therein, the 
more it is a ſigne that corruption is purged out: when a man 
com:s7o his ſtomach, it is a figne he is growing out of a {icknefle, 
and that the bumours are much purged ont. So 1 Pet. 2. 1. Lay- 
119 afiae all malice,Cc. as Bates deſire the Word, that ye may grow 
therely, if ſo be ye have taſted : therefore tie more corruption 1s 
Ja:d aſide, the more we taſte the Word, and God init ; the more 
we taſte, the more we deſire it ; the more we deiire it, the more 
we grow. 

Fiicly, when we are aſhamed of former carriages and wayes, 
as ſeeing ard diſcerning thoſe werkneiies we faw not afore, as 
Scholars uſe to be of thcir exerciſes a yeare or two after, ſo 
if we be aſhamed of former prayers, hearings, &c, as that great 
Proficient, diſcerned in himfclfe, who looking back upon his 
firſt dayes of converſion, fayes, When [ Was a child, I ſpake as a 
child : He ſpeaks it, applying it co his growth of grace. 

Sixtly, when in ordinary times of temptation a man finds a luſt 
not ſo violent and raging as it was wont, but more impotent and 
weak. Look to your fits of fianing whether they bccome greater 
or |: fe, for then a mans ſtrength or weakneſle is diſcerned moſt ; 
25 the bodily ſtrength is, when a man either gocs about ro put 
himſcifforth, or is aflaulted and ſ:t upon. Many that are fick, 
whilſt chey lie {till 1a their beds, think they have a great deale of 
ſtrength. tut when they attempt to riſe, and walk, they fink 
down againe. As 4 mans weaknefſe to good is diſcerned, when 
he comes to doe and to att it, Rom. 7. To doe 1 am not able , {oa 
mans weaknefle to finne, or [trength againſt it, is then a!ſo belt 
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diſcerned. The weakneſlſe or ſtrength of a Kingdome is beſt 
ſeene and diſcerned in time of war, when a'l forces are muſtered 
up. Now God ſometimes appoints ſome more frequent aſſaults, 
ard on purpoſe ſuffers the /:w iz the members to warre, and to 
multer up all their force, that (as it is ſaid of Hezekiah) a min 
might kaow What z in hi heart 5 now if then a man finds that 
the motions of finne in his heart do every remptation after other 
meet with an hotter encounter then they had wont ; that the 
refiſtarce againſt ſin grows quicker, and ſtronger ; that finne 
cannot acvance, and carry on his army fo far as formerly, bur is 
{till encouncred and mer withall at the Frontiers, and there 
overthrown even at the firſt ſetting out, ſoas it cannot carry it 
through the camp, (as Zimri did his miltrefſe Co5bs) as ſome- 
times it had wont, when as Grace ſtood at the Tent doore, as 
Moſes weeping, yet unable to refilt it ; and although afſanits and 
temptations doe continue, that yet there is ground kept and won 
upon the encroachments of a lult, in ſo much that at leaſt the our- 
ward forts are kept by grace, that is, outward as are abſtained 
from ; Now ſo far as the luſt is not fulfilled as 1t had wont to be, 
and not onely fo, but the inrodes of it are confined and contract- 
ed alſo to a narrower compaſie, and to have a leffer ground and 
ſpace.in regard of inward as; alſo fo far it is purged more 


forth: As for inſtance, be it a luſt of fancie, when it cannot +. 


boile up to ſuch grofle fancies as it had wont ; be it a luſt of pride, 
or uncleanneſle, or grofſer aQs, when it falls from bringing forth 
fruit, to bring forth but bloſſomes, but inward burnings, and 
from bloflomes onely to bring forth leaves, it isa figne then it 
is withering more and more. When the intention of mind in 
the temptation (which is as the fire that makes it to boile) grows 
lefſe and lefſe ; when the inordinate thirſt is not ſo great in the 
time of the fic; when the inward aQts are grown 11 their re- 
queſts more modeſt, the luſtings themſelves pitch upon lower and 
infericur ads then it had wont ; when their Armies depart with 
leſſer ſpoile, are content with them, when as before they flew at 
the firlt on-ſet, to the higheſt kinds of villanies and out-rages ; 
whea thus the overflowings of a mans luſts doe abate, and fail 
ſhort, the tides leſſen, over-flow lefſe ground, over. ſpread lefle 
_ day then another,this is another probable ſigne of a growth 
crein, 


Seventhly, 
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7, Seventhly, the more ability to abſtain from occoſions and op- 
portunitics of ſatisfying a mans Jults, as Fob, a man much mor- 
tii:d, mage a covenant with his eyes rot to bekold a maid, and kept 
tot, 7031.1, When a man hates the very garment ſpotted with 
the ficſh, it 18 a ſigne of a {trong hatred ; when a man cannot en- 
Cure to come: where one he loves not, is ; cannot endure the 
ſight of him, any thing that may put him in mind of him, not ſo 
much as to parley or to ſpeak with him. 

Eighthly, when our hearts doe not linger after ſuch objets as 
may fatisfi2 our luſts, when abſent ; but when out of ſigh, they 
are out of mind, this is 2 900d degree of mortiftication, We may 
find it in our ſelves, that when objects are not preſented, that 
yct thire is in our hearts oftentimes a lingring afcer them, and 
this from themſelves withourz any outward provocation that is 
far worſe; many a man, when he ſees meat, finds he hath a 
ſtomach to it, which he thought not cill it was ſet afore him ; 
but v. hen a man longs after meat he ſzes not, itis a fſigne he is 
very kuvgry ; as we lce againſt rainy weather, before the raine 
begins to fall, the ſtones will give, as we uſe to fay, and grow 
darke ; ſo a man that obſerves kis heart, may find before ob- 
j:Qs are preſented, or auall thoughts ariſe, a giving of his heart 
ro ſuch and ſuch a luſt, an inclination, a darkneſſe, a moiſtneſle, 
a ſympathizing with fuch an object, that is a ſigne of unmorti- 
fti-dneſle. David was as a weaned child, he had no thoughts of 
the dug, no longings after it, I have no high thoughts after the 
Kingdome, ſayes he, P/al. 131. A child that begins to be wean- 
ed, it may be at firſt cryes after the dug, though he ſees it not ; 
but afre1 wards, though it may be when he ſees it he cryes after 
it, yet not when abſent, Objcas preſent have a far greater force 
to draw, when abſent lefle ; therefore this is a farther degree of 
mortification attainable : it was in 7oſtph, when his Miltreſle 
tempted him from day to day, opportunity was ready, the ob- 
je preſent, bat he denyed her. So in Boaz, a woman lay at his 
feere all night, So in David, when he had Saxl in his Jurch,might 
as eaſ1'y have cut off his head, as the lap of his garment ; ang was 
egg'd on to doe it, but he was then weaned indeed, and did it 
not; When a man can looke upon beauty, and preferment, and 


-- truly ſiy they are no temptations to me. It is a figne of an un- 
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ſound temper, when upon eating ſuch or ſuch meats, a man 1s 
preſently put into the fic of an ague ; a healrhfull man is not fo. 
The Prophet calls them, the ftrmbling block of their mmiquiy ; 
When a man is going on his way, and though he did not ſceke 
occaſions of falling, yet meeting with then, he cannot ſtep over 
them, but is caught, and ſtumblech, and falls, it is a ſigne of un- 
mortifiedneſſe. 


pm — 


Cuay. V. 

Some Cantions to prevent misjnaging by falſe Rules : This 
caſe reſolved, Whether growth in Mortification may be 
judged by the ordinary prevailings of corruption, or act- 
zugs of Grace. | 


Efides theſe rules both theſe wayes given, IT will in the third 

place adde ſome cautionall conſiderations,to prevent misjudg- 
ing of our growth in Mortification, by fuch fale rules as men are 
apt to be deceived, in judging worſe or better of our ſelves by, 
then the truth is, or then there is canſe, Which conſiderations 
will alſo farther ſerve as direfions to us, as well as the former 
have done. 

Firſt, men may deceive themſelves when they eſtimate their 
progrefſe herein by having overcome ſuch luſts as their natures 
are not ſo prone unto ; the ſureſt way is to take a juJgement of 
it from the decay of a mans boſome finne, even as Daw! did 
eſtimate his uprightneſſe by his keeping himſelfe from © his ini- 
quity, ] Pſal. 18.23. ſo a man of his growth in uprightneſle. 
When Phy ſitians would judge of a conſumption of the whole, 
they doe it not by the falling away of any part what ever, as of 
the fl-ſh in the face alone, or any the like; ſuch a particuizr a- 
batement of ficſh in fome one part, may comme from ſome other 
cauſe ; but they uſe to judge by the falling away of the_brawne 
of the hands, or armes, and thighes, &c. for theſe are the more 
ſolid parts : the like judgments doe Phyſttians make upon other 
Ciſcaſes, and of the abatement of them from the decreaſe in ſuch 
iymptomes asare Pathognomicall, and proper and peculiar to 
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them : 
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Not judge by 
Cx raordinary 
atiiitances or 
temptations. 


chem : In like manner alſo the eſttmate of the progreile of the 
victories of a Conquerour in an enemies Kingdome, is not taken 
from the taking or burning of a few villages or dorps, but by 
eaking in the Forts and Rrongeſt Holds, and by what [ground he 
hath won upon the chiefe ſtrength, and by what forces he hath 
cut off of the maine Army. Doe the like in the decreaſe of, and 
victory over your luſts, 

Secondly, you mult not judge of your Mortification, by extra- 
ordinary aſſiltances or temptations : As you doe not judge of 
tae ſtrength ofa Kingdome by auxiliary forraiene forces,thar are 
at extravurdinaty times called in, A yonos Chriſtian ſhall for 
his enconrag2ment even in the heat of che batraile, when he is 
ready to be overcome, and carryed away captive, find the holy 
Ghoſt breaking in, and refcniag of him, (as 7«hoſhaphat was, (to 
allude to it) when he cryed to the Lord) when as a Chriſtian of 
much ſtanding is left to fight it out hand to hand : Now it doth 
not follow that the other, becauſe thns freed, hath the more 
ſtrength. Againe, on the other ſide, a man is not to judge of 
himſcife by his weaknefſe-in ſome one extraordinary temptation. 
A man that is very fick, and nigh unto death and diſſolution, 
may throuzh much hear, ard flirring up of all his ſpirits, have the 
ſtrength of five men in him, and much greater then when he was 
in health: And ſoa godly man, whoſe corruptions are weak, 
and more necre to dii!oſution, yet in a fit may have all the cor- 
ruption that is within him muſtered up, and blowne up by Satan, 
and fo it may for the preſent appeare to have more {trength 
then ever in all his life, and yet he may be much mortifizd : Even 
as Sarah may by an extraordinay means have pleaſure in her old 
2ge, and bring forth a child, when the had left child- bearing long, 
and yet her worb Was dead, Rem. 4. 19. And as it may be tine, 
that one of imall grace may have that Ii:tle grace drawne out,and 
wound up to a higher ſtraine, for one fic, brunt and cxercife ; all 
the ſtrings wound up to a higher note for ſome one leſſon, then 
one haply of more grace ever felt, to higher afts of love to God, 
and of rejoicing in God, and purer ſtrains of ſelfe-denyall ; yet 
rake the conſtant {trains of ones ſpirit that hath more grace, and 
the [trings will ordinarily endure ro ſtand higher, and continue 


fo : Soon the contrary, one of mach mortification, may have 
his 
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his laſts ſpurred on faſter, and boild up higher by Satans fires, 
then one of lefle. The eſtimate of our growth muſt not there- 
fore be taken by a ſtep or two, but by a conltane courſe ; for as 
a mans fincerigy is to be meaſured, fo is his growth : even as a 
mans health is to bz meaſured by the conſtant tenor of his 
temper. 

Onely, I will adde three things to give further direRion con- 
cerning ſuch extraordinary caſes of temptation. 

Firlt, that it is certaine, that ſo much corruption as at ſuch a 
time and in ſuch a fit a man felt a ſtirring in him, ſo much indeed 
and in truth there is of corruption in his heart ; for the devill 
can put none in, but onely as, and doth improve what is there 
already : for as that ſpeech of Chriſt implyes, Satan can work 
but according to the matter he findeth in us : (He commeth and 
findeth no matter in me) the wind adds no water to the ſea, onely 
can make the waves to riſe, and ſurge ; the fire adds nothing to 
the water, when tt is ſet upon it, but attennates it onely, and 
cauſeth it to boile. And ſoin Hezrkiah when he was calt into 
that fit of pride, the Text ſayes, That it was that he might know 
all that was in his heart, 2 Chron. 32.31. It was in his heart be- 
fore. 

Secondly, I adde,that yet hence it cannot be infallibly inferred, 
that a man hath comparatively either to himſelfe more corrup- 
tion in him then he had twenty yeeres afore, becauſe more is ſtir. 
redup; or that comparatively to others he hath more corrup- 
tion then they, becauſe more is now for a fit drawne forth : So 
chat it follows not from hence, that others which are kept free 
from ſuch a temptation, that they have lefſe mortification, be- 
cauſe they were never caſt into ſo hot and burning a fir. One 
whoſe body is leſſe full of kumours, and naturally of a more 
moderate temper for heat, may yet through ſome accident or 
other, or diſeaſe, ſuppoſe the Plague, be caſt into hotter fits of a 
burning Feaver, then one whoſe temper is more. fiery, and hu- 
mours more abounding in him. To have recourſe to the for- 
mer inſtance. Hezekzah ſurely had more corruption twenty 
yeeres before his recovery out of his ſickneſſe, then at that time, 
and yet it wrought not fo, that we reade of, as it did then , not 
that the barrell was then fuller, but that 'now it was broached 
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lower, and a greater vent given,and ſo it came more guſhing our, 
dregs and all. That a man after he is growne up to his full 
ſtrength, falls into ſo great a ſiekneſle, ſuch an one as he never 
had when he was a child, which maketh him weaker then when 
he was ten or twelve yecres old, doth rot argue but that he is 
2 man grown for all that. David after a long growth, had a 
time of-great ſickneile, whereby he loit the exerciſe, the lively 
vigorous uſe of his graces : enfeebled by thar ſickneſle, he loſt his 
ralte in Gods Ordinances by it, and the joy of Gods ſalvation, as 
appears by the 51. 7/1. ; 

Ard the third thing I would adde is this, that ſuch an one as 
is indeed much mortiticd, if it happens he falls into ſuch a fir, 
yet the greater meaſure of his mortification will apeare after- 
wards, in that the luſt will be weaker after his recoverie againe, 
It is in this, as with a man that is ina hot fierie fit of a feaver, 
though he have at that inſtant the ſtrength of ewo men in him, 
(as as ſaid) yet afterward, when the ſpirits are ebbed and ſetled 
againe, his body is the weaker for it : ſo is the body of fin, upon 
the reſurretion of grace, afrer ſuch a fall, Many grow more 
after ſickneſſe, For Gods end being bur to diſcover his weak- 
neſſe, (and what he 15 in himfelfe) and to rouze him out of his 
ſecurity, he then loves to manifclt his power when once we have 
ſeene our weaknefſe ; and ſo makes his ſtrength perfelt in ony in- 
firmities, when they are not ordinary, but beyond the ordinary 
eemper and diſpoſitions of our ſpirits, 

But then the Queſtion may be concerning the more ordinary 
paſſages of a mans life, whether a man may meaſure and take a 
ſure citimate of the inward root of corruption left in him, by the 
ordinary riſings ard ſtirrings of it, and his fallings into ſin more 
or leſi:, 1 ſptak not now of extraordinary firs, but of ordinary 
quaims and weakneſſes, 

To this I anſwer, that ordinarily men may conclude from the 
more or lefſe buſie they find corruption co be in them, that the 
more vr lcfle there 1s of corruption in them; and ſo thereby 
meaſure their Frowth ; for grace and corruption are as two 
roots, (and therefore the ations of them both are called their 
fruits, Gal. 5. 17, 22.) Now Chrilt elicwhere gives us this rule of 
nature, to jxage of the tree by the fruits, to proceed by, in matters 

of 
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of grace alſo; And as by the fruit we may know of what ſpecies 
and kind the tree is of, ſo likewiſe what plenty of ſap there is at 
the root, by the plenty, or bigneſſe, or faireneiſe of che fruit it 
doth bring forth : the more inward corruption at the root, ordi- 
narily the more fruit thereof appears in the life : and proporti- 
onably allo of the tender fiuits of the the ſpiric. And therefore 
Chriſt here ſayes, that the Vine ts to be purged, that it may bring 
forth more fruit ; becauſe the more corruption is emptied, the 
more holineſlſe will appeare in your inward and outward fruit- 


fulnefſe. And the reaſon hereof is, becauſe ordinarily asa thing .. 


# in being, ſoit 14 in working, Leſa principia habent leſas opera- 
tiones, Children, the weaker, the more falls they have in their 
ordinary walkings ; bodies, the more ſickly, or the weaker and 
more unhealthy the zez7:5 and conſtitution is,the more qualmes ; 
and as they recover ſtrength more and more, they find they out- 
grow ſuch weakneſſes: and therefore ordinarily according to 
what aRiveneſſe a man finds of grace or f{inin him, according to 
' what aQiveneſſe a man finds of grace or fin in him, according are 
the inward principles of cither of them more or lefle in him : 
for the ſoule of man, as it is an aftive thing , ſo being lefe ro its 
ordinary courſe, it as according to the ſway, and bias, and in- 
clination of the habits that are in it, which are alſo aRive; as both 
grace and finne are. As a bowle, when the force of the hand 
that threw it begins to decay, it is ſwayed by the bias, and lead 
that isin it ; and fo the lefſe grace, the lefſe ordinarily it aRs 
graciouſly, and the weaklier ; and then alfo the oppoſite cor- 
raption mult needs be ſo much the more aftive : for the ſoulz 
being aQive , abates not of its mett!e, but it will ſtill ſhew ir 
{clfe one way or other. The fleſh will /u/# againſt the ſpirit ſo much 
the ſtronglter, as the ſpirit is weaker, for they are contrary ; yea 
and thus God judgeth of the principles of grace in us, accor- 
ding as they a in us ; he will judge of our mortification, by the 
fraics of it in our lives and hearts ; the more the fruits of ſin 
grow on in us, the lefſe morrified he will account us; as he will 
jadge of faith by the works, ſo of mortification by the fruits : and 
therefore it is obſerveable, that he bids us mortifie the deeds of the 
bo4y, as well as the body of finne, Row. 8. 13. for God will 
ja ge of the one by the other. Therefore the objeRs of mortifi- 
| M 3 cation 
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cation are the deeds of the body, as well as the inward principle 
of corruption, becauſe the mortification of the inward principle 
will be ſeene and appeare in the deeds. 

But it may be objeRed, that Grace is aRed, or luſts doe tir, 
accordingly as the Spirit of Chriſt, who is a voluntary Agent, 
doth aR Grace, or will leave a man, fo that if he be pleaſed to 
ſtir that litcle grace in a weak Chriſtian, he ſhall a& it more, 
and if he leave a ſtrong Chriſtian to himſelfe , he ſhall fall 
more. 

But to this it is anſwered, | 

Firſt, that though the holy Ghoſt be a voluntary Agent, and 
blowes when and where he pleaſeth, for his times of working, 
yet ordinarily he aReth grace in us, (take our whole courſe) ac- 
cording to the proportion of grace given us, ſo as he that hath 
more habituall grace, ſhall be more afliſted and enlivened, which 
falls out according to that rule, which in this caſe will hold, Hi. 
benti dabitur, Mat.25.29. To him that hath ſball be given, if it be 
a true talent : Hence therefore he that had five talents, gained 
more then he that had but two ; for he gained his five more un- 
to his two; the other but two more to his former two : 
though he that had but one, is ſaid to have gained none, becauſe 
indeed it was not a true talent, for he ſeemed but to have it, the 
Text ſayes. And the reaſon hereof is, becauſe thoſe habits of 
grace which God hath infuſed, are his owne worke, and are or- 
dained by him to be aRed, and he delights ſtill to crowne his 


. owne works in us with more. And as he proportions glory to 


\ * works, ſo he promiſeth to a according to the principles of 


grace infuſed, which eiſe would be in vaine, they being ordained 
to that end : As the Apoſtle ſayes of gifts, that they are give: 
to profit withall ; ſo are graces to work, and therefore ordinarily 
God draws them out, where he hath beſtowed them, as he doth 
]ifts alſo, according to their proportion : and thus e contra it is 
for leaving a man to fin , the more. corruption a man hath, the 
more ordinarily he lets it vent and diſcover it felfe, that ſo men 
that have many corruptions ia them, might know what is in their 
hearts ; and ſo when God doth mortifie them in them to thanke 
him the more, the grace of which elſe would be to them loſl, if 
God ſhould mortifie their luſts in them, without their ſeeing and 
bewailing 
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bewailing them, and crying to him, Oh miſerable man that I am ; 
and ordinarily ſee and diſcerne them, men would nor, unleſſe 
lefr to them, As in caſe of humbling a man, though God ſome. 
times doth humble a man that hath Ife finnes, more then one 
that hath greater, to ſhew that he can give a ſpirituall light to ſee 
more ſinne in a lirtle chen others in much ; yet ordinarily thoſe 
are moſt humbled that have beene greateſt ſinners, as CManaſſes 
humbled himſelfe greatly, and Mary Magdalen loved much, and 
the Apoltle thought himfelfe the greareſt of ſinners : And thus it 
is in ating grace, or Jettivg forth.corruptions, it is according to 
their principles within. 

And ſecondly, that very ating grace doth increaſe habits : fo 
as the increaſe of habits and inward mortiftcation is proporti- 
oned according tothe ating of grace by the holy Ghoſt ; for 
every abſtinence doth mortifie, as was ſaid, and every a& of 
grace doth through the bleſſing of the Spirit further ſanAtife and 
increaſe the habit, Rom. 6. Non have your fruit in holineſſe. When 
they doe any duty, it makes the heart more inwardly holy ; fo as 
indeed the one cannot be without the other ; but the more a 
man doth abſtaine our of right principles, by the aſfiltance of the 
Spirit, the more he grows: foas in the end all comes to one ; 
he whoſe holinefſe 1s a&ted molt, hath in the end moit habituall 
grace, and thereby often it comes to paſle, that he that 7s firſt, 
comes to be laſt, and he that t laſt, firſt. 

Yer there are two limitations to be put in about this, 

Firſt, I grant, for ſome times of mens lives, that God doth 
at ſome mens graces more, who have yet leſſe grace, and leave 
thoſe ro ſinnes who have more grace, So he left Peter who 


Two limicati- 
Ons. 


in all appearance had more grace then any of the twelve, yet - 


God left him to deny Chriſt more foulely and falſly then aoy of 
the other. 

But then let the ends of God be conſidered why he doth ir, 

Firſt, in caſe of too much confidence upon inherent grace, and 
the ſtrength of it : When we truſt to habituall grace received, 
then Chriſt, to ſhew that it is a new grace, to aſſiſt that grace, 
and to the end that it may be acknowledged that he that 
gives one grace, is not bound to give another, may in this caſe 


leave one that hath indeed more grace to the prevailing of cor- 
ruptions 
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ruptions more, It falls out ſometimes that when men are young 
Chriſtians, and new borne, God adds mach aſſiſtance, and this | 
for their encouragement ; and as you carry young children in | 
your armes, and fo they are kept from falls more then ſome 
more elderly that are let goe alone. Thus Hof. 11. 3, God takes 
them by the armes when a child, ver. 1. but then they acknowleage it 
zot, as it follows there, and are apt to think that that irength 
and life they have, is from themſelves, and ſo God afterwards 
» leaves them, when grown men more elderly. Thoſe Chriſtians 
who walk moſt ſenſibly of their owne weakneſſe, and obſerve 
God his keeping them from fin, and attribute this to him, ſuch | 
God dclights to help, though for the preſent they have leſfle ha- 
bituall grace : And ſo thoſe Chriſtians that ſooner come to the 
knowledge of that way of dependance upon Chriſt, ( ſome come 
to ſee it the firſt day, and make uſe of it ; others not ſo ciearely 
a long while) they ſhall be more aſſiſted then another. To many 
that way ſo ſoot is not ſo clearly opened. 
Again, ſecondly, ſometimes God will magnifie this his ag 
grace, (as T may call it) more in one man then in another, ſeeing 
it is a grace, That one Apolile of the Gentiles, Paxl, did more 
then all the Apoltles, ſhall we thereby infallibly conclude he had 
more inherent grace then they all ? but that he had more aſfi- } 
ſtance, As God ſometimes uſeth men of weaker gifts to doe 
more then men of greater, ſo men of weaker graces, and leſle | 


growth, to ſhame the other. As there are aver /ſities of gifts, ſo of 
operations and exerciſe of thoſe gifts, 1 Cor. 12. 6. the Spirit di- 
viding as he will, ver. 11. God calts aſide one of eminent gifts | 
ivto a place or condition wherein they are not uſefull, and fo he 
may one of much habituall grace, | 4. 
Thirdly , he as often according to afnall preparation ; j 
the habitnall preparation lies in habits, and is more remote ; 
as ſirings may be good, yet out cf tune, and fo not plaid upon. 
Againe, fourthly, God may leave a Chriſtian of more grace 
and growth, to more ſtirring of corruptions, in caſe he means yet 
ro bring him to a higher pitch of humiltation, and that by fins, q 


It is in this his dealing ot leaving men to corruptions, and the 

vigorous corflis with them, as it is in his leaving his people 
: ſometimes to thoſe other evils of afliftions, God humbleth 
his, 
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his, either by aMi&ions or by ſins, and his manner in both is 
ſometimes alike ; you ſhall ſee one who hath attained to a great 
meaſure of grace aircady, and that by afflition, and yet neverto , 
be'out of the fire, but God ſtill followeth him with one affliction 
or another ; whereas one of leſſe growth ak grace, who in that 
regard hath more need, ſhall have fewer aflitions in his courſe : 
And what is the reafan' of this difference ? it is not that the 
2rown Chriſtian hath ſimply more- need of affliftion then the 0+ 
ther, but becauſe God intends to bring him on yer to a further 
Gegree of grace, As refiners of ſugar taking ſugars out of the fame 
cheſt, ſome thereof they melt but once, and another part of it 
they melt and refine againe and againe ; not that tat which they 
refine twice;hath more drofle in it,but becauſe they would have ir 
more refined, double refined. And as God deales thus in afiRti- 
ons,ſfo alſo in leaving of his people to the ſtirring of cortuptions, 
which of all afiiftions is the greateſt co humble a holy heart. And 
thus in experience it is fonnd, that he doth ſometimes leave a 
2rown Chriſtian to conflit with corruprtions more ther a weaker 
Chriſtian ; not that he hath more in him, but becauſe he means 
to bring on that grown Chriſtian to a further degree of humili- 
ation, he isnot humbled as he meanes to have him yer, And 
whereas God humbleth ſome men by afflitions, he humblerh 
others by ſins ; and nothing humbleth more then fins, for croſſes 
doe but humble by revealing fin, as the cauſe ; and nothing will 
kumble a grown Chriſtian. more then to ſee ſuch ſhimefull foule 
corruptions [till ſtirring in him,the greatelt aggravation of which 
to him will be in this, that after ſo long a time, fuch lofts ſhould 
be ſo lively in him, to have ſuch groſle faults in his exerciſes atter 
he hath been ſo long at ſchoole, this ſhames him ; For a growne 
Chriſtian to be diſguiſed with a corruption ; and when his haire 
is growne, to have it ſhaven off, as Da$ids meſſengers were a- 
ſhamed of it; ſo how doth it ſhame him, and humble him 2? 
Thus Hezckiah, though he was much humbled by a fickneſle to 
death, bur becauſe he was not humbled enough, and fo far as 
God meant to bring him : therefore God let looſe Pride on 
him, and then he further humbleth himſelfe and all Iſrael, as it is 
2 Chro.32.26. Upon ſome men God ſhews his free grace in 
keeping them from finne ; upon others he ſpends it in pardoning 

| N them ; 
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them : Theſe are but two ſeverall wayes he hath of laying it out © 


' And ſo ſometimes he ſhewes his grace. in.keeping thoſe of leſſe 


grace, and againe in letting thoſe. of more to ſtruggle with their 
laſts ; and ſuch ſicknefſes are not to death, or to weaken them, 
but for the glory, of :God, and their. further growth.;. for this 
will be the effet and conſequent, off ſuch ſtirrings in growne 
Chriſtians, that as their fits of corruptzqns, ſtirring are great, ſo 
their humblings will be greater : Grace being much in them, 
will ſhew it ſcIfe that way ; great firs of ſinning have intermin- 
led with them great exerciſes of repentings ; and the growth 
of their grace will ſh:w it ſelfein them, and appeare in them ; 
even as in men that are cheerfull naturally, but ſometimes op- 
prefled with mc lancholy ; when thoſe preſſures are over, they 
are moſt merry, their ſpirics breaking forth being ar liberty, they 
ſhew themſelves as much on the contrary in mirth :; ſo is it here, 
when grace gets above againe. As it is in the body, when the 


' ſpirits are not weak, but onely are kept under by humours, when 


they doe once get up, they then ſhew thejrſtrength in cauſicg the 
body to grow the more : as. .in many, young. men, after a ſick» 
neſle where ſtrength of nature is.; and fo thereby they become 
after often the better, and more lively ; but if the naturall ſpirits 
be weak, it 15 not ſo. 

A ſecond limitation is, that though one of Ieſſe growth in mor. 
tification may ſometimes by watchfulneſle keep under his inſts 
more, and aQt that little grace he hath, more then haply he doth, 
who hath yet radically more grace: therefore ſayes the Apoſtle, 
Stir up the gift that t5 in thee; To Timothy he ſpeakes it, and he 
exhorts, Gal. 5, even young Chriſtians ro walke iz the ſpirit + that 
is, to have the ſpirit kept above the fluſh, ſo as a man ſhall kave 
great hand over his corruptions, that they breake not forth-: 
Now I ſay, that this exhortation doth belong unto, and concern- 
eth the youngeſt Chriſtians, For he ſpeakes to all that have ſpi- 
ritual! life begun in them, ver. 25, If we live in the Spirit, let us, 
ſaycs he, walke in the Spirit, and then we ſhall not fulfill the luſts 
of the fleſh, ver, 16. A weake body, though weake, yet if he uſeth 
care, may keepe himſelfe from diſtempers, as much as ſome man 
who is ſtrong , bur grows careleſſe, and negleRs his health. 
Bur yct though one of Icfle grace be thus actually more 

watchful, 
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watchfull, yet he may diſcerne the want of growth by this : 

Firſt, that (till his Juſts riſe oftner, and that with delight ; and 
are apter to catch fire preſently, although they be ſmothered as 
Faſt as they catch ; his caſe then 1s as if there were an heap of 
ſtraw in a roome where fire is, where ſparks fly about Kill taking 
fire upon every occaſion, but he that keeps the ſtraw, is carefull 
{tt]] ro put it ont, 

And ſecondly, in this caſe they ſhall find the ſtrength of their 
corruptions in privative workings againlt grace, and diltrating 
and diſturbing them, deading their hearts in duties : and there- 
fore when the Apoſtle had exhorted ſuch to walk in the ſpirit, 
fo as not to fulfil the Iuſts, marke what follows, Tet, ſayes he, the 
fleſh will diſcover it ſelfe in luſting agairſt the ſpirit, Take what 
care you will ; ſoas a man fall not be able to doe What he would, 
Gal. 5.16, 17, and the more ſtrong it is, the more it will ſhew 
it ſelfe ſtrong in diſturbing ; ſo as Chriſtians not growne up that 
are very watchfull over their hearts, doe keepe as it were but ne- 
gative Sabbaths, and are therein like unto thoſe watchers and 
keepers of good rule in great Churches, where there are many 
ſleepers, they have ſo much to doe to watch thoſe boyes that 
ſkepe, and are idle at Church, as they cannot attend the Ser- 
mon. For though by reaſon of watchfulneſſe corruption may be 
kept from diſcovering it ſelfe in open unrulineſſe much, yet it 
can never by all the watchfulneſlſe in the world be brought on to 
duties, but ſo much as is in the heart will diſcover it ſelfe either 
in oppoſition to them, or an hypocriticail joyning in them : 
although the Papiſts may be kept by a waking State from vent- 
ing that malice of their hearts in rebellion, yet they cannot be 
brought to joyne with us in holy duties; no more will corrup- 
tion, unleſle in hypocriſte, and therefore ſo much as is, doth Kill 
diſcover it ſelfe in them. | 
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Cray. VI. 
Five Cautions more to prevent ſuch miſ-judgings. 

Third Caution to prevent miſ-ju7gins ; if a man will cot 
A be miſtaken in judging his growti in Murtification compa- 
ratively with others, or with himſcife, he muſt conſider his cc- 
caſions and opportunities to draw him out, thus; A man wien he 
had more corruption, yet lefſe occaſions and provocations to 
finne, may have cortuption Icfiz [tirrirg in him, then when he is 
more grown up in groce, if his temprations were then greater : 
The ſame tree ftandins in the thade, where alſo the raine comes 
not to it, witntrinſplanted, where both ſunne and raine fall 
upon it; may be more fruitfuil then formerly. David, when un- 
der afflitions in the wildernefſc, and wanting opportunities, how 
ſtcit was he, and kept himfelſe from bis intquity ? but when be 
came to the delicacies of a Kingdome, though he was grown 
up {til more and more in grace,. yet how did he fall? As to 
agoravate the finne of not growing more, the proportion of 
meanes every one hath had is ro be conſidered ; and for one who 
hath had muck meanes to grow much, for him is l:fe, then one 
who hath lefſe meanes : $9 in th- ſtirring or ceclining of ſinne, 
opportunities and occaſions are aifo to be confidered ; as if a 
man b. tranſpianted cur of a ful! condition into 2n empty, if 
then many of his lu'is doe not [tir fo mich as afore, no wonder, 
Even as if a man when caſt irto a ſweat by reaſon of multitude 
of cloathes, it 15 no marvaile, if when clouthes are taken off, he 
ſweat Icfle, 

A fourth thing to be conſidered, to keepe us from miſtzkes 
hcrein, 1s, that he whoſe fpirit is naturally ative, his luſts, though 
weaker then another mans whoſe ſpirit is ſlower, may be yet 
more quick and apt to break forth more then his, Peter was of a 
bold ſpirit, and fo ſpake often raſhiy, and vented cerruption 
more then the other Diiciples, in fo much as he once provoked 
Chriit to call bim Saraz, not that he had lee grace, but a 
more active ſpirit ; yea he mighr have more grace, and lefle of 
coriuption ſtirred in him, onely a more forward naturall ſpirit, 
that was apt TO pur it ſelfe forth, As an angry man, whoſe ſpirit 

is 
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is quick, may ſoone be ſtirred, and in the forwagdnefſe of his 
ſpirit to ation, give a man a blow, when one given to malice 
will fcarce give you an 11] word, whoſe luſts of revenge yer burne 
inwardly more. Gunpowder will take and fall into a blaze 
ſooner then Lime, yer lime hath more innate hear, and burns 
more within ; ſome have ſpecdier vent. Thoſe two brethren, 
Fohn and Fames, ſounes of T hunder,as Chrilt cails chem,how ſoone 
was thcir choler up? Thry had quick and hot ſpirits, as Chriſt 
tels them, Ye know 30t What ſpirit ye are of Luke g., 55. 

F.frly, if we would judge arighr, what mc aſure of tru? morti- 
fication is in us, we mult nottake into the reckoning what re- 
ſtraining grace doth in us, but obſerve that apart, and caſt thar np 
in a ſumme by it ſelfe, For this you mult know, that even in the 
regenerate, all th:ir abſtinence from ſins is not from meere mor. 
tification, but reſtraining grace continues even 2fter regeneration 


to contribaze to it, and ſo make mort:fication ſeeme the greater, 


Tt was not meerely and onely mortiftcation of the luit of Anger 
that made A7o/es ſo meeke; for at another time, when he was 
left, what a chafe wae he in, when he called them ail Rebels and 
ſaid in an hear, that he mult ferch water out of the rock for 
them ? It was his temper and diſpoſition of nature, helpt to 
make him ſo eminent in ruling that paſſton above any other, 
thachke is ſaid to bs the meckejt man 02 earth, Tt was not ſim- 
ply , meerly mortification, that made that great Apoltle 
Paul ſoy eminently chaſte ; bunt over and beſides what morti- 
fication he!pt him in it, he had a pecz/iar gift, as he calls it, 1 Cor, 
7.7. he ſpeaks of it as of a gift, not a grace, ſuch as might be in 
Reprobates ; For, ſayes he there, Every one hath hu proper gift. 
So it was not meere mortification that made Lether never trou- 
bled with covetouſneſſe, bur the freeneſſe and gencrouſnefle of 
his ſpirit that helped him 1n it. | 

Now if all theſe would have caſt up what grace and mortifica- 
tion they had attained to, they mnlt have reckoned reſtraining 
grace by it ſeife, (which may be obſerved by what our vertues 
were before converſion) which though now ſanfified, that is 
helping forward Sanctification, and making the abſtinence eaſier, 
yet is not to be reckoned true Sanftification ; as Goldſmiths 


mingle in all che ſilver they work ſome other metals to make it 
N 3 more 
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| 
more malleable ; ſo are thoſe common graces mingled with true 


in this life, where San@ification is imperfeRt, which doe help 
them and ecke them out, Grace fſetin a good nature, ſemes a 


: great deale more, and gocs farther then in a bad, Wine that is of 


it ſeife ſomewhat pleaſant, a little ſugar will make it ſweeter tg 
the taſte, then a great deale of ſugar will doe ſowre wine, There- 
fore let every one conſider , what naturall ingenuity, and mo- 
deſty, and education did in him before converſion ; and let him 
know, that now he hath true grace ; theſe help him (til], and 
ſtand him inſtead as much as ever,alchough he hath a further new 
principle of grace in him, beyond cheſe. Grace in this life, and 
whilſt imperfeR, takes not away ſuch common gifts, but ſanQt. 
fieth and uſzth them as the reaſonable ſoule doth a quick fancie 
or memory, which are ſenſitive faculties, and doe make his abili. 
ty to abſtaine from fuch and ſuch ſins more eaſie : indeed all ſuch 
cifcs will be ſwallowed up in glory : And therefore many who 
have letſe grace, yet feeme in many carriages more mortified 
then thoſe who have more grace ; they will be lefſe impatient in 
a croſle, lefle ſtirred and provoked with an injurie. A man who 


. hath beene leſſe helpt by reſtraining grace before converſion, 
- and had his |uſts more outragious, if he. hath them now under, 


it is a {igne he hath much more mortification in him then one 
who was naturally civill. And I appeal to every godly mans con- 
ſcience, it is not only ſimply mortification that makes him always 
to abſtaine from ſins, but ſhame, modelty, terrors of conſcience 
ſtrike in at a pinch, when ſtrength of mortification had failed 
him elſe ; and many accidentall things, ordered by Gods pro- 
vidence, hinder and keepe Gods people from finning : and as 
David was faine to make uſe of Gel:ahs ſword, and take in dif- 
contented perſons that had dot the ſame ends that he had to 


.« ſtrengthen himſelfe againlt Sar; fo is grace faine to take in 
fic{hly diſlikes and diſcontents againſt (in, to help it in a pinch, 


till it hath got the victory. For inſtance, it was not 744ahs grace 
ſo much kept him from killing 7o/eph, for then he would not 


" have conſented to ſel] him ; but nature wrought in him, and 


made him abhor the killing him : 7s it ot our brother, and our 
fleſh, and what profit # it to kall him ? Gen, 37. 26. So God pre- 
vented David in his murthering Nabals family by an externall 

\ meanes, 
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meanes, when as his grace elſe had not kept him from revenging 
himſelfe cauſeleſly upon his family, /for they were in no fault) 
his grace alone had not done it, for his paſſion was up, and he in 
a rage, and fully reſolved to doe it ; but God uſed another 
meanes, and ſent eFbigail ſabmifſively ro meet him; and her 
lowly ſubmiſſion, and clegane oration, won him, and cooled 
him ; though this David acknowledgeth Gods hand in it, and 
was glad he was ſo kept (as a godly man will, and hath cauſe, 
when he is hindred of his purpoſe in finning, as he ſayes, 7 rejoyce 
that Chriſt is preached, though ont of envie ; 10 it fin be abſtained 
from, though by any meanes) yer God did rather by his meanes 
reſtraine him, then by his feare of God, or the grace inhis heart ; 
bu:God kept him by her comming:1 Sam.25434-For in very deed, 
ſayes Davia, as the Lord liveth, Wl ich hath kept me back from hur- 
ting thee, except thou haiſt haſled and met me, ſurely there had not 
beene left a man unto Nabal. So ſhame moved dah ; feare of 
being deſtroyed moved Facoh to reprove the (in of his ſonnes, 


and 1s al} the argument he uſcrh, ez. 34. 30. So that in an- 


evening, when thou calteſt up thy abſtinences of that day, think 
not how much thou haſt abſtained from ſta, or denyed thy leife, 
but how much out of hatred of it, and the ſpirit. of mortifica- 
tion ; how much of that there is in thy abſtinence, and accor- 
dingly meaſure thy growth in it. 

Sixtiy, another falſe rule is, when men judge of their morti- 


fication, and the meaſure of it, by their preſent liſtleſneſſe of the. * 


hearc to fin ; which though it be trae, that where true mortitt- 
cation is, there is a liſtleſneſis, and a deadnefle; and ſo much 
mortification, ſo much deadnefie, Rows 6. 2. How ſhall Wwe that 
are aead to ſine, live any longer therein ? And indeed, to hve in 
it, is to take pleaſure-in it: But yet this you muſt know, there 
are many things which in a godly man may adde to his deadneſſe 
ro ſinne, beſides true mortification, and ſo make it ſeeme greater 
then it is in truth : And therefore it may be a falſe rule to judge 
by, if it be not warily conſidered and diſtinguiſhed. Sicknelile 
breeds a liſtieſnefſe ; when we are ſick, our luſts are ſick together 
with us; and as we gather ſtrength, they gather up their crums 


againe, ob 33.19. 20, then his ſoule abhors dainty food, Suppoſe: 


he be a glatton : Old ape brings a liſtleſnefle. Ecclef. 12. 1. 


When 
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When the evill dayes come, wherein a man ſayes, he hath ao pleaſure 
in them : 2s Barxil/ai had no taſte in his meat, by reaſon of old 
age. So when our expeRations or defires are croffed, or arc like 
to be, and we begin to faile of thoſe maine props of the comfort 
of our lives, we are apt to have a liltleſnefle to all other plca- 
fares : when ſome one thing that was a ſawce to all the relt, is 
gone or like to goe, we then have no ſtomach to all the reſt, and 
we are weary of living, as David was when Abſalom was gone, 
world 1 hid ajed for thee, Some great croſie comming, may like 
thunder ſowre all our joyes and delights, and make chem {tale 
to ns, and as dead drink to the ſtomach. Terror of conſcience 
may like an eclipſe overſpread our ſpirits, and then ali things loſe 
their beaury and luſtre, as things in the dark uſe co doe : as ob 
fayes of himſc{fc in his deſertion, that h:5 ſoule had no more ſweet- 
zeſſe in all comforts, then in the white of an egge : For ſuch oc- 

2ſions as theſe doe draw the intention another way, and doe 
take the mind up about Gods wrath, or the affliftions we are in, 
ſo as it cannot run out to ſin; and intention, yon know, 1s the 
cauſe of all pleaſure. As therefore when by ſtudy the ſpirits are 
Crawr up to the head, a mans ſtomach decayes to that meat he 
molt loved ; ſo when terrors drinke up the ſpirits, as Fob ſpeaks : 
but when that heat is over, ard intention diſmiſſed, a man reco- 
vers his Romach againe ; and ſo doe men their appetites, to 
ſione, when they come forth of terrors, And this will help you 
to find out the true reaſon, why that young Chriſtians are often 
more dead to ali pleaſures of {inne, then thoſe who are grown 
up, or then themſelves are when grown up : they are often then 
altogether dead to all mirth and other contentments, and yet 
they are not more mortifi.d then afterwards : For then legall 
humiliation adds to their deadnefte, And bt fides that firſt deadiy 
blow which Chriſt gave their lulis then in part, the Law allo and 
the bitterneſle of finne did lay that pare of their Jults which re- 
mainedc unkilied, in a ſweu:.e, that one would think all were 
dead. Sia revived, faith Part, wd 1 djed, Rom. 7. Hr ſpeaks of 
that time when he lay humbled for ttnne ; during which time, we 
reade in the As, he faſted ; He had no mind to meat nor 
drink, for three dayes, he forgot all. And againe, as then they 
are uſually ſo taken vp about pardon of finre, and the obtaining 
thereot, 
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thereof, that all the ſpirits retire to the heart to relieve it, and to li 
encourage it to ſecke out for pardon ; and fo finne is left ina | 
ſwoune, and it feemes guite dead : bur by degrees men come out 
of that ſwoune, and finne revives, and then men think they decay 
in mortification. Againe, yourg Chrittians ſometimes, and 0- | 
thers aftertvards for ſome hony-moones of their lives, are enter- | 
tained with raptures, and raviſhments, joy unſpeakable and glo- j 
rtous, and then they ſeeme in 2 manner wholly dezd to Ga, and 
walk fo, but as the other are in a ſwoune, fo tory are in an cX- 
rafic ; but when they are our of it, then ſinne comes to it ſelfe | 
ag4ine : Thoſe joyc's whillt they Iſt, make a mans aQuall pre- 

ſent deadneſle to fin ſeem more then habiruaily and radically it is 

indecd : As a man fthat hath taited ſome ſweet thing. whiilt the 

:mpreflion upon his palate laſteth, he hath no rel;thof meat ; 

fo whilſt the imprefftons of fpirituall joy ; bur when their 

mouthes are waht once, and their ſente of that ſweetrnetJe gone, 

they find their wontce reliſh of them, Tins ſpirituall joys doe, 

for the time they are u0on the hearr, much alter the rafte ; but 

yet much of that alterarion is adventitious and not wholly ra- 

| Gicai}, or altering the ſinful] faculty ir {cife (though it doth adde 

much that way) yet not fo much as they ſeeme to doe at that pre- 

ſent, the ſenſe of that ſiveetneſle is freſh in his heart, 

Now therefore to give an help or two to difference what Two differen= 
is real} and true Afortification, from this ſeeming liſteſneſſe and ces betweene 
deaineſſe to it, VN ns 
F:r{t, true mortification makes a min not onely lifflefſe to ta 
finne, bur to have a quick hatred againſt ir, 2 harred aiming at lifieſnefle to 
the deſtru@ion of it ; but falſe liftleſmeſſe rakes but the heare off finne. 
it, doth not fct it againſt ic ; how often are thete yoaked roge= 
ther in P/2l. 119. 1 hate jinne, ad every f:l'ew..y, with this, Thy 
law doe I love ? the heare being quickned with love to Gad, and 
to his Law, is carried out again{t finne, and not onely taken off 
from it to have no mind zo ze, but to have 4 mind «garrſt it, to 
deltroy it, There is the ſame difference betwecne mortification 
and I/Heſ7eſſe,that there is between true paricnce and /erſleſueſſe ; 
ſenſeleſnefle is a dull, ſallen, ſtupid bearing pairs, bur patience is . 
joyned mith a guick ſenic of the m,which ariſert; from {trength of 
ſpirits, that being quick and vigorous, are the more ſenſible of 

O paine 


paine or pleature « ſotn rus mortification is joyned with an aRive 


h-tred that Ryes out vom nn; which come from I.velineſſs of 
affectian to the concrary. ; 

Srcondly, tray mortificetion Is joyned with aRtiveneſſe and 
fe inthe contrary Cuties, Row. 6. 11. Rechor ur ſelves dead 
#:5t9 fi Ce, Ar; ; alive unto God. That falft: IMHefcd eis bu: a dead 
o1'fcy that Goth take theſe members of ſinne, = cru mortifice- 
£191. '5 w ih 3 new life, a refurrefion, ftrengthning a man to 
walls i ) 2442091 The 2 more nimlzly 1. the ke of God. Kom, 6.4. 
Your Chaultians, and ſuch as have a falke liftleſneſte and 4% br 
N: "hg -n ſhall fied them complatne that their awortificaution 15 
moe then viviſicetion, they will fiade they'are more dead to the 
world, then.quickned to God, True mortification doth not dull 
the ſpirits, but {cs them at 15crty, as purging the humours out 
dath ; it mates the body more light and "nimble ; whereas falſe 
leMmctle c2uſerh a deadncfic, a Guinefle to every thing elſe, 
Thoſe falſe cauſes of iiſtieinefle contraft the mind, as a bladder 
chat is ciung, and dryed, and 412g vp inthe face, (25 David 
compared bis condition in terrors of conſcience) but mortifica- 
tion emptics it of the finne, and his = with grace, fo as the mind 
15 4S _ ang wile as before, one:y filled with grace now in ſtead 
of {1 


evenly a man 15 not to wh of his growth in mortifica- 


tion, 1p y by As hrems zieſſe of h Saf. ion: againſt ſinne, though 
thati qe cod and bl Ted, but by his ſtrength zeainſt it. As there 


is a fond ove, vhich is nor fo firong and foiid, which will not 
doe ſo much ſor one ; orhtold, if it come to the tryall, and be 
put to it, that yet hath a more ſecining edge init ; fo there is a 
kcenneulic of hatred, that hath not fo much Uirength. A man that 
15 angry fecmes © have more kecnneſfle of affeQi on doin bim 
To « Falls « ous with, and in his rage vows never to be rceconct ied, 
23d cu: Geka up ; when as yeta malicious man hates more 
ftronely ; $9 Coc y0022 Chriſtians their fins, having Jatcly felt 
the bitterric! arms chem ; and then many other incorvenic nces, 
bufid- 5 the cort: arictic of them to God, doe egge on and pro- 
voke their ſpirits ag 117it them ; but like as aſhacpe knife that is 
weak, th E cdge is toor.e turned and blunted, ſo in a tempration, 
they are for ail thtir edge ſoone overcome : for all thoſe con- 


curring 
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currins inconveniences and apprekenſions of their hurt by them, 
ma eG 5 their ſplecn i 1Cecd greatcr,bur it ad4s not to their irength 
ard courage to rcfiit them : like a ſtomachfull boy, that cryecs 
he cannot have the victory, yet 1s weak, and eaſily laid on his 
Lack. his [komach is mibc2 thew his ramps The hurt that comes 
by fin to us at firſt late] y felr, heips to "ſharpen the edge, but ad:is 
0 merall, and ſo our weapons are beaten to our heads againe, 
when we uſe them, What an ed2e of fſyirit had Peter raiſed up 
azainſt denying Chriſt ? he vvo. " di2 rather ; he ſpake then as 
he theught ; and he wonld have dycd in the quarrell, for ne 
draws his ſword, bur afreriy inde he wanted ſtrength to his {to- 
mach, how eaſily was he overcome, being yer but weak in grace ? 
therefore judge of your growth herein, by your ſtrength to re- 
fit. Hence the Apoſtle prayes, they my have ſtrength in the in- 
wars! man, Ep. 3. and 1n Chap, 6.13. he ſpeaks of avility to 
ſtrnd in the evill day, Although this let me adde, that every man 
{houid keep up his heart in this continuall keenn<flz and edge 
of ſpirit againſt fin, and whet his heart 2gainſt it ; For thac will 
cane a man to ufc his ſtrength the more againſt ir, and to pur 
it forth, A man that keeps his heart in a revergefull, vext,fpleen- 
ſull ſpirit againſt ſin, he will eaſtzr cnt through a temptation ; 
and though if a Chriſtian want merall, though he hath an edge 
he may be foiled ; yet when edge and metall both meete, a man 
walks above his Juſts : if either bc wanting, 2 man may be 
foiled, 
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Two Preſtions reſolved concerning Growth in Morti- 
fication, 


Wil now conclude this Diſcourſe abuuc Growth 
in Grace with enfocring {ume Queſtions which 
m2y be made concerning this our growt!, both 
ow —_—_ fication, and ADUUE 1207 64/7 152 poſitive 
Graces, vi aich I did referve to this laſt place, that 
— I m: = handfc enem together, 

The fault Qu: 4k, 11 concerning the purging out of {1 ſinne, is, 
Whether every # 1e0y/ argree © f 17or rificati 972, ard purging out of ſrane, 
te always nuver/all , extending it {elfe to every ſinae ? So as 
the mann? of this, thar God goes on to purge, ſhould be, not 


onely that he goes on firſt to purge forth one finne, then ano- 


ther, but that hz gocs on to purge out by every new degree 
of mortification every (innc cogether ; ſo as when' any one 
{one 
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ſinne is more weakned, all the reſt in a proportion grow weak 
alſo, 
To this T anſwer affirmatively, that every new degree of mor. Azſw. 


tification is univerſall, 

Firſt, becauſe when the Scripture ſpeaks of our growth there- 
in, he ſpeaks of it as extending it ſelfe to every finne, - So Epheſ; 
4. 22, When he exhorts the Epheſians (who were mortified ai- 
ready) to a farther progreſſe in it, he exhorts thera to prt off 
the ol1 man, which 5 corrupt, according to the acceitfull luſts, Tt 1s 
not one [ut that is the objzeR of mortification, and the growth 
of it (although he mentions particular laits afterwards) but the 
whole man that ts corrupt, and afl its laſts: and this he tiere 
ſpeaks of daily growth therein : For of chat he had ſpoken in 
the former verſes, from the 12. verſo, and goes on to fpeak of 
it, and cxiort co it, Thus in like manner, Gal. 5, 24. it 15 called 
crucifying the fleſh with the Iaſts : nor one Iult, but the fleſh, the 
whole bundle, che c/uiter of them ail - and in that it 15 cailc 
crncifyine, it implys it alſo, for of all deaths thar did work upon 
every part, it did [trctch every nerve, finew, and veyn, and 
put ail the parts ro paine : and this going on to mortitie 
finne 1s cailed Rops, 6. The deſtroying of the body of ſinne ; Of the 
whole body : It is aot the conſumpcion of one member, of the 
lungs, or liver, 8c. but it 1s is c0/umptro totinys, a conſumption 
of the whole body of ſinne, ſo as every new degree of mortifi- - 
cation is the conſaming of the whole. And therefore alſo Coloſ.3, 
where in like manner he 2xhorts co his growth therein, he ex- 
horts to morrifie earthly members, every member, And the rea- 

ſons hereof are, becaule 

Firſt, true mortification ſtrikes at the root, and ſo cauſeth 
every brarich co wither : For all ſinfu!l diſpoſitions are rooted 
in one, namely, in /ove of pleaſure more then of Gai: and all true + 
imortification deads a man co the pleaſure of finne, by bringing 
the heart more into communion, and into love with God ; and 
therefore the deading to any ſinne moſt needs be generall and 
nniverſail to every {inne. Ic is as tac dying of the heart, which 
cauſeth all che members co die with it ; for that is the difference 
berweene reltraining Grace, which cuts oft but branches, and ſo 
lops the tree, but true mortification {trikes every blow ar the 
root, Secondly 
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S:condly, every new degree of true mortification purgeth our 
a ſine, as it 15 ſane, and works againſt it under that confidera- 
ton : and if againſt ic as inner, then the fame power that works 
out any finne, works 2gainft every finne in the heart alſo. Now 
that every new degree works againſt a ſinnue, as it 75 ſonne, 15 
pliin by this, becauſe if it be purged out upon any other reſpec, 
it is not mortification, 

Thirdly, the Spirit, and the virtue that comes from Chriſt, 
which are the «fficient cauſes of this purging out a finne, doe 
alſo work againlt every fiane, when they work acainſt any one ; 
and th: y have a contrarietie to every lult ; they ſearch into every 
veyne, and draw from all parts. Thyſitians may give eleftive 
parges, as they call them, which will purge out one humour, and 
not another, but Chrilts phyſick works generally, it takes away 
ail ſorts of diſtempers. 

And whereas the O>jzcRion azainſt this may be, that then all 
laſts will come to be equally mortificd, | 

I anſwer, No, for a1} Juits were never cqually alive in a man ; 


- ſome are ſironger, ſorne weaker by cultome, through diſpoſition 


of body and fpiric ; and therefore thongh mortification extends 
it f. Ife to all, yet there being an incquality in the life and growth 


of theſe ſinnes in us, hence ſome r<maine {t:{] more, fome lefſe. 


morttfied ; as when a {loud of water is lefc ro flow into a field, 
where many hils are of Giftcring height, though the water over- 
fiows all equally, yet ſome are more above water then others, 
becauſc they were higher before of themſelves. And hence it is 
that ſome ſinnes, when the power of grace comes, may be in a 
manncr wholly ſubdued, namely, thoſe which proceed out of the 
avundance of nanghtineſle in the hoart,as ſwearing, malice againſt 
the truth ; and theſe the chiliren of God are uſually wholly 
freed from, and they ſeeme wholly dead, being as the excre- 
ments of other members, and being as the railes, and the haire, 
they are wholly pared off, as was the manner to a Profſclyte 
woman ; the power of Grace takes them away, though other 
memdbers continue vigorous : And therefore of ſivearing Chriſt 
ſayes, What is more then Yea, yea, and Nay, nay, 1s % Ts Tones, 
out of a prefaric heart: As when a man is a dyims, fome 


. 5 
members are ſtifte and cold, and cleane dead long afore, as the 
feer 


"UTR ING are 


a Chriſtians Growth, 107 


— 


feet, whillt others continue to have ſame life and hear in them , 
ſo in the mortific2tion 0f a Chriſtian, ſome luſts that are more 
remote, are wholly fiiffe and ſtarke, when others retaine much 
| life in them, 

The ſecond Queſtion is, Whether when I apply Chriſt, and 9 weſt. 2. 
the Promiſe, with the vertue of Chriſt, for the mortification of 
fome one particular [ult or other, and doe uſe thoſe right means, 
as Prayer, Faſting, &c. for the ſpeciall mortification of ſome 
one luit, JPhether that luſt thereby doth not become mere mortified 
then other luſts doe ? 

1 anſwer, Yes, yetſo as 1n a proportion, this work of morti- = 4yfp, 
Acarion it rus throuzh all the ret: for as in waſhing out the ; 
areat [t2ins of a cloth, the leſſer [tains are waſht out alſo wich 
tie ſame [ibour, ſo it is here ; Therefore the Apoltle in all his 
cxtortations to mortification, both Eph.q. and Gal.5. and Col,z. 

: though he exhorts to the putting off the old man, the whole body 
| oi finne, yet inſtances in particular fins, becauſe a man 1s partt- 
| cularly to endeavour the mortification of particulars, as it were 
apart ; and yet becanie in gerting them mortified the whole 
body of finne 15 deſtroyed, therefore he mentions both the whole 
body, and particular members thercof apart, as the objeAt of 
mortification, And to that end allo doth God exerciſe his chil- 
| dren, fir{t with one ſuit, then with another, that they may mae 
tryall of the verrue of Chrifts death upon every one: And there- ,_, ,» z 9 
fore Chrilt dids us to pxll ozt an eye, and cat off an hand, if they 
oftend us : for mortification is to be by us direfted againſt par- 
ticular members ; yet ſo as withailin a proportion all the reſt 
receive a farther degree of delirntion. For as .a particular at 
oi fin, (be it uncleannneſle, or the like) when commitred, doth 
U increaſe a diſpoſition to every ſinne, yet fo as it leaves a preſent 
greater diſpoſicion to that particular fin then any other, and 1in- 
creaſeth it moſt 7» potentia proxima. though all the reſt iz potentia 
Y »emota : 10 inevery at of mortification, though the common 
ſtock be increaſed, yet the particular luſt we aimed at, hath a 
greater ſhare in the mortification endeavoured, as in miniſtring 
phyfick to cure the head, the whole body is often purged ; yer 
ſo as the head, the party affeRed, is yet chiefly purged, and more 
then the reſt, 


P_ 
- 


CHAP. 


Deſt. 1. 


Anſw, 


The Tryall of 


Cuav. Il. 
Three Queſtions reſolved concerning Poſitive Growth. 


Ther Queſtions there are concerning that other part of 
our growth, namely, in poſitive graces and the fruits 
thereof. 

As firſt, whether every new degree of grace runs through all 
the faculties ? 

T anſwer, Yes ; For as cvery new degree of light in the ayre 
runnes throngh the whole Hemiſphere, when the Sunne ſhines 
clearer and clearer ro the periet day, which is Solomons com- 
pariſon in the Proverbs; ſo every new degree of grace runs 
through, and is diffuſcd through the whole man. And there- 
fore alſo 1 The/. 5.23. when the Apoltle there prayes for increaſe 
of grace, he prayes they may be {artified Wholly in beay, ſoule and 
ſpirit, And every new degree, though it begins at the ſpirit, the 
underſtanding, yet gocs through all: for fo Epheſe 4. 23, 24, 
Be renewed in the ſpirit of your minas, and put on the uew man es 
it runs therefore through the whole man, having renewed the 
mind. As the worke of grace at firlt, fo after (till continually 
leaveneth the whole Imp. 

Whether one Grace may not grow more then another ? 

I anſwer, firſt, that ir is certaine, that when a man grows up in 
one grace, he doth grow in all; they grow ard thrive toge- 
ther. Therefore in Epyeſ. 4.15. we are ſaid to grow up into him 
[in all thizgs.] Growth from Chrilt is generall, as true growth 
in the body is in every part, ſo this in every grace. Therefore 
2 Cor, 3. #(t. we are faid to be changed into the ſame image from 
glory to glory. Every increate ſtamps a farther degree of rhe 
whole Image of Chriſt upon the heart. So the Theflalonians, 
Their fatth and their love did both over flow, 2 Thef. 1, 3. 

Yet ſecondly, fo as one grace may grow more then fome 
other. 

1, Becauſe ſome are more raaicail graces, 2s Faith and Love, 
thercfore of the Theilalonians Faith the Apoitle fayes, 2. The. 
I. 3. that it did grow excerdivgly ; and rhen it follows, their lore 
ara over flow, 2, SOME 
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2. Some graces are more exerciſed, and if ſo, they abound 
more; as though both armes doe gow, yet that which a man 
uſeth is the ſtronger and the bigger, fo is it in graces ; In virds, 
their wings which have beene uſed moſt,are ſweeteſt to the taſte, 
As in-the body, though the exerciſe of one member maketh the 
body generally more healthfuil, yet ſo as thar member which is 
excrciſ-d, will be freeſt from humours it ſc!fe ; ſo it is here; 
ſo tribulation Worketh patience , patience experience, Rom, 5, Many 
ſufferings make patience the leffe ditficuir, and much experience, 
many experiments make hope greater. 

Againe, thirdly, that ſome graces are more in ſome then o-, 
thers, appeares hence ; for what is it makes the differing gifts * 
that are in Chriſtians, but a ſeveral! conſtitution of graces, though 
all have every grace in them ? as now inthe body every member 
bath all ſingular parts in it, as fle{h, bones, finews, veynes, bloud, 
ſpirits in it, but yet ſo, ſome memvers have more of fleſh, lelle of 
finews and veynes, &c. whence ariſcth a feverall office in every 
member, according as ſuch or ſuch ſimnlar parts doe more or 
lefſe abound in a member ; the hand, becauſe it hath more nerves 
and joynts in it then another member, though lefſe fleſh, yet how 
ſtrong is it, and fit for mar.y offices ? the foot is not ſo : Soin 
Chriſtians, by reaſon of the ſeverall conſtitution of graces, and 
the temper of them more or leſſe, have they feverall offices in 
the Church, and are fitted for ſeverail employments ; ſome have 
more love, and fit for offices of charity ; ſome more knowledge, 
and are fit to inſtru&t ; ſome more patience , and are ficter to 
ſuffer ; ſome for ſelf-denyall, and accordingly doe grow in theſe 
more ſpecially. 

The third Queſtion is, Whether this increaſe be onely by radi- 3: Leſs, 
cating the ſame grace more, or by a new adaition ? 

I anſwer, that by adding a new degree of grace, asin making Anſw. 
candles, which is done by addition, when a candle is pnt' anew 
into the fat of boiled tallow, every time it is put in, it comes -, 
out bigger, with a new addition; or as acloth Giptin the die, 
comes out upon every new dipping in with a deeper die. And 
this is done by a new a@ of creation, put forth by God. There- 
fore when David being faine, prayed for increaſe of grace, he i 


ſayes, Create in me a new heart. And therefore Ephe/. 4. 24» 
P when 
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when the Apoſtle exhorts to further putting on the new man, 
and ſpeakerh of growth, ke adds, Which z5 created; for cvery new 
degree is created as well as the firſt infution, which ſhews the 
difference berween naturall growth and this: In naturall growth 
there needs not a new creation, but an ordinary concurrence ; 
but it is nor ſo in this, that God that begun the work, by the 
ſame power perfcAts it : And therefore Ephe/7 1, 19. he prayes 
that the belceving Epheſians might ſee hat power that continued 
to works in thern, to b2 no tefle then that which raiſed up Chriſt , 
for though naturall I:fe may with a natural concurrence increafe 
it ſcife, becauſe the rerminns a quo, the terme from. whence it 
-; ſprings, is but from a lefſe degree of life to a greater : yet it is 
otherwiſe in this life, and our growth in this is from a greater 
degree of death , to a further degree of -life : And therefore 
PhilAg the Apoſtle calls growing in grace, a going On to attaine 
the reſurreflion from the dead: And therefore the fame power 
that raiſed up Chriſt, mult goe along to work it. Hence alſo 
- every new degree of grace is called a new converſion ; except ye | 
be coxverted, fayes Chriſt to his Diſciples converted already ; be- | 
cauſe the ſame power that wrought to converſion, goes [till to 
this. And therefore it is ſaid that God gives the increaſe, 1 Cor. 
3-7. and it is called the increaſing of God, Colo. 2. 19. fo Hef. 14, 
ſhewing the ground why they grow fo falt ; Thy fruit 75 fonnd in 
me, ſayes God, ver. 7, although this 1s to be added by way of 
' caution and difference, that therein God doth proportion his f 
influence to our endeavours, Which in converſion at firſt he doth | 
r.0t, Therefore we are faid to be fellow. workers with him, al- 
though it be he that gives the increale, 1 Cor. 3. 6,7, 8. the ſame | 
you have allo, Rom. 8. Ie by the Spirit doe mertifie the deeds of the | 
fleſh, We, as co-workers with the Spirit, | 
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T hat every Beleever doth five things, which are triily and intere 


| pretatively to bring forth frait in Chrilt, 19 

4. Obſer. 1: the moſt ſruitfull Branches there remaine corruptions to be purged ont, 

The reaſons of it, 26 

5. Obfer, That yet for their corruptions God takes not ſuch away, 28 
6. Obvfer, Vafruitfull Branches God'tn the end cuts off, 

Fonre degrees of Gods cutting them off, founded on the Text, 24 
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The Tryall of a Chriſtians Growth. 
PART JI, 
Of GRovv TH 72 bringing forth more fruit, 
CHnap, I. 
T hat all true Branches un ( hriſt doe grow : Proved, 
Scriptures, 
Reaſons, 38 
I. Real. From (hriſts relation to 5 as an Head, and We his members, 
And herein, ; 
: P '2 | I, From 


The Table. 


I. From or conformity to him, 29 
2. From his having rcceived all falneſſe to fill 115. 40 
3. From otr grow th making np his ſulneſſe, as he #5 myſtically conſidered 


2 oznewith 17, ibid. 
2, Reaſ. From God the Father, who 
I. Hath appointed every one their meaſure, . 4T 
2. Hath promiſed it. ibid. 
2. Hath appointed means for it, ibid. 
3. Real. From the Saints themſclves, who cannot be ſaved unleſſe they 
grow. thid, 
CHap. Il. 


An explication kow the Saints doe grow, 
Many conſiderations to ſatifie the "tentations of thoſe that diſcern wort their 


growth, 42 
1. Conſid. more gezerall, hewins What fart of (hriſtians this tentatica doth 
1{21ally befall. ibid. 


2. Corſid. ore particular, As 
1. That growing in gp ace tu a Wyſterie rather to be apprehended Ly faith, 


then by ; ſe: fe. 44 
2. The eager aefire Which many have to grow, and attaine to more grace, 
hinders them frem aiſcerni ng their growth. ibid. 

3. Theprogre {ſe 75 0t in mary ſo diſcernable, as the change at their firſt 
conver fron 13, or as their firſt growth. The reaſons of it. ibid, 

A. Toatjcern of orowth there muſt be time allowed. | 45 
5. There ave ſeveral/ wayzes by which men are brought to that meaſure ap- 
pointed them, in which [ome have the advantage of others, ibid. 

I. Seme nave « greater ſtock of grace oiven them at feſt : which 

75 cone 17 two caſes, 46 


2. {3 the manxer of growing, God puts much difference, 
I. Some grow Withort rutermiſſ 107, 


. Scene Ged ſooner ripens for heaven, ibid, 

CHavp. III, 
that it :s 6 bring forth more fruir, explicated negatively, by rEMUUIEG Many 
miſtakes. 46 
I. 1t 75 not to grow ontly or Chiefly in gitts, as abilities to pray, and preach, or 
Fi knowledge. but 11 Graces, 47 
T hree cautions herein, ibid, 


2, Our bringing forth more fruit 15 not to be meaſured by the ſucceſſe of our 
gifts, the fruits of our doings, but by the Doings themſelves. 48 
5 he of 
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The Table. 


3. It 7s not ſimply to be eſtimatea by the largeneſſe or [malneſſe of eur oppor- 
tunities cf doing good, (Which may vary ) but by an heart ro doe good, 5O 
4. It 15 not alwayes to be meaſured by acceſſary graces, 4s joy, ſprituall raviſh- 
ments, CN. ibid, 
5. It 55 not to be meaſured by encreafing in profeſlion, and ſeeming forwara- 
ze ſſe, but by inward aaa lubitantiall gedlineſſe, FI 
6. How inthe largaeſſe of the affefiions to good, there may be a decreaſe: Ard 
how jyortng Chriſtians may have more large affeftions ; which yet are not ſo 
genmine anc ſpirinall, ibid. 
2, We muſt not meaſure on growth, by our growing in ſome kind or fart of 
duties, but in the univerſal extent of codlizeſſe, and in auties both of otr 


generall an] particular callings, 53 
How young Chriſtians abortnd more often in holy daties for a time, and 
the neceſſity of thes for their condition. tbid, 
CHAP. IV. 
7/bet it is to bring forth more fruit, explicated poſitively : 
Wherein many direQ tryals of [ach a growth are given, 55 
1. Tryall, If We goe oz to the exerciſe of neW grates. ibid. 
2, Tryall. If Wwe find new degrees of the ſame grace ad led. 56 
3. Tryall. If fruits and duties grow more ripe and ſpiritual, thong not more 
in bulk, 57 
What it & that gives a ſpiritual reliſh to thu fruit, 
4, Tryall, If the heart grows more rooted ito ChriF, 58 
5. Tryall, 1f we learue more to bring forth ſruit in ſeaſon. 59 
6. Tryall. If We grow more conſtant and eaves in a koly courſe. ibid. 


7. Tryall. If thongh onr difficulties aud oppoſitions be more, and means leſſe, 
yer We continue to bring forth as well as when our meanes were more, and 
difficulties leſſe, ibid. 
8. Tryall, 1f though We doe leſſe, yet we grow more wiſe, and faithf#ll to lay 
out ory abilities, and improve our opportunities to the greater advantages 


for Gods plory and the good of others, | 60 


The Tryall of a Chriſtians Growth. 


FART Ih 
Of Growth in purging out corruption, 
CHa L 
The Obſervation ont of the Text propounded, that God goes on to purge out our 
COrruptions, | 
Benras {et tathe Diſcourſe about it, 
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T he reaſons of the point. 64 
CHavp. II, 

T he Wwayes God uſcth to purge ont corruption out of 11s children, with the means by 

Which he can{eth them to grow to a further meaſure therein. 65 

I, Occaſo orall. ' thid, 

2. Inſtrumentall. 66 

Jo. Examples. 67 

4. Inward Werkings, which conſiſts in froe things, ibid. 
Caar,.1ll. 


The Tryall of Growth in Mortification. 
1. By negative ſignes, or ſuch as argue much corruption remaiming unptrged 
ont, As 71 
i. If a manaoth magnifie and ſet a high price upon worldly and carnal 
excellercies and pleaſures, ibid. 
2, 1f orr minds be carryed out ro ſuperfinities, and more than needs, and are 
diſcontented With our owne condition. 
3. 1f err minds be (o glewed to any thing, that we know not how to part 


W th it, ibid, 
4. If onr hearts be diſtempered under varicty of conditions, and are very 
17> es ny in them all, Whether they be preſperous, or adverſe. 74 
5. The more carnal confidence We have in the creatures ; and onr ſpirits 
being up held by them, 75 
G. The more full of envyings and heart-burnings againſt others, as to get 
the credit from them, Cc. ibid. 


7. T he leſſe able we are to bear reproofs for the breaking forth of eur luſt s.76 
8.7 ke more quick aud ſpeedy the tentation 15 in prevail, ing upon the heart .77 


9. The more power our luſis have to aiſturb us in holy amties. ibid. 
Io. If the vare recalling for mer ſins committed, prove a new ſnare to entice 
the heart, $7 
C H A P , Il'V. 


2. The Tryall of Mertification by politive ſignes, which argue a god azgree of that 
Work im the heart : As 
. The more inſight a man kath to ſpiritnall corruptions, wyned With 2 c0%- 


flit againſt them. 79 
2. The more we $row nÞ toareadineſſe, w ullingueſſe, ſr eexeſſe, and cheerfrl- 
eſſe of heart to deny our ſelwes, 8 
3. The more ſialle, raven, and conſtant We are ia well doire, and the wore 
durable an koly frame of heart in us is, SI 
4. The mnre ſtuitrall taſte ond ril ſh of ie ſfiritnall part of the Word We 
h.:wve, 32 
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. es og ea. 
5. The mare aſhamed We grow of former carriages, and ſenſible of former 


weaknifſes. ibid, 
6. T he Weaker ve find onr luſts to be in the time of tentation, ibid, 
« The more ability we have to abſtuine from occaſions ani opportumties of 
ſatisfying our luſts. 
8. If we linger wot afier the ovjects of our laſts, when they are abſent, but are 
weaned from thens, ibid. 
CHhavp. V. | 


Same Cautions to prevent miſ-judzing by falſe rules. As al/s 
Thu Caſe reſolved, Whether Growth in Grace may be ju4red by the ordinary 
prevailing of corruption, or the ordinary ating of 4 mans grace. 85 
1. Caution. Th. men are not to eftimate. their prorreſſe in grace, by having 
overcome ſuch liſts as their natures are not ſo prone #to : but that aju1 oment 


hereof is to be maze from the decay of the boſome ſin. id'd. 
2. Caution. IVe are not to judre by extraordinary ajſijt ances, nor extraordinary 
temptations. | ow 
Thu Cantion explicated by three things, 97 


Thi Dreeſtion reſolved, Whether we may certati;ly judre of the aegrees of our 
mortification to lnſts, by the ordinary viſiags and prevailinns of them, or by the 
ordinary afting and excrci e of onr graces. . gg 
Anſwered affirmatively, tbid.. 
An Ovjeflion, T hat the Spirit 15 a voluntary Agent, Whe may att aleſſe 
degree of grace more then a greater, 

Anſwered. 90 
I. That yet the holy Ghoſt ordinarily aſſiſts according to the propor- 
tion of grace given ibid. 
2. That the ating of grace encreaſeth the habits more ,and ſo it comes 
all to one, | 9I 

T7 wo limitatiois herein. 
I. That Go for ſome time of a mans life may leave a ſtrong 
Chriſtian to greater corruption then a weake, and at a Weak 
Chriſtians Traces more. | ibid. 
Gol may have forr ends in ſuch a diſpenſction. ibid. 
2. Limitation, If a Weak ( briſtias be more watchfrll over his 
luſt for a time, then a ſtronger Chriſtian : yet his weakneſſe is 
aijcovered by two things. 94 

Crap. VI. 
Five Cautions more adaed to the two former, to prevent ſuch miſ-juaging. 

3. Cant. To take into conſi:eration our ſeveral eccaſions to draw ent corrup- 


tions, and means to araw forth graces. | 96 
Kc 4. Caur; 
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4. Caut. To con/iter the naturall temper of a mais owne ſpirit ; Whether it be 
quick and aflive, or ſlow, ibid. 
5. To conſiier what force reſtraining grace hath in it1, which often makes morti- 
fication ſeeme greater then it 2, | 97 
6. Not 10 judge from our preſent liſleſneſſe to ſin ; which may ariſe from other 
cauſes beſides true mortification; and /o may make that ſeeme to be much more 


at ſome times then in truth it 25, 9 
- og * . . . 9 
The difference betweene liſtleſneſſe to ſinne , ani true mortification, in two 
tInTs. IO1 


7. Not to judre of the meaſure of mortification ſimply by the ſharpueſſe and edge 
of our affections agatuſt ſin, but by our inward ſtrength againſt it, : 

A diſcovery how that eage of affet! i0 F gair ſt ſo my decei ve 14, and how 

a young Chriſtian may have a quicker ſiirrin? againſt fin, When he hath 


leſſe ſtrength. IO2 


The Tryall of a Chriſtians Growth. 


PAT EI 
Reſolving ſome © veſtions I Mortification, 
about Growth in ) Vivification, 
1. About Growth in Mortification, two Dneſtions : 
I. Whether every ew degree of Mortification be alwayes univerſal, extending 


it ſelfe toevery ſi7. I04 
Anſwer affirmative, aud that for three rea/oas, | 105 
An Qtjefticn anſwered. Ic6 


2, Que#lt. whether in the endeavours of a belecver to mortifie ſome one parti- 
cular luſt, that I: ſt becomes not more mortified then others, 
Anſnerc a. I'o7 
2. About Growth in Vivification three Dneſtions : 
1. Quelt. heathcr every new degree of Grace runs through all the faculties, 


Anſwered affirmatively, I08 
2. Qu<eſ?, Whether one grave may not grow nore then another. 
A; ſwered by two Propeſitions. ibid. 


3. Queſt. (Concerning the manner of thu Growth) 
whether it be a deeper radicating the ſame grace 1n the heart, or by a new 
! . o 
anditton, 


Azufvered, IC9 
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